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ſinking in the grave, ſhall, ere to- morrow's ſun, riſe before 


child — Weep not, Matilda, but“ 


- as well as Matilda thought ſhe was no more ; but in this.” 


| ſhe recovered» and. inquired, as ſhe had repeatedly done de- 


| formed ſereral times that it was thought his mother's d- 
8 would 425 fatal; it was known he i_hs obtain. 
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| CHAPTER 12 


5 — Sw? "= 
A "MORTAL ITY. 
10 FATS ee The grave, tread thing ? 
«6 Men foiver, when thou'rt nam d. 


ns CRAVE. 2 


«PT, E bleſſed Virgin aid and protect thee! and when. 
this poor frame, now worn: out with infirmities ad 


** 


ns Creator in an immortal ſtate—vh ! may I then be pla- 
ced over thee as a guardian angel, though inviſible to wy... 


such nere the words delivered by madame Maſerinl.to 32 
her daughter, as the latter held the dying hand of her moe 
ther, and in an agony of grief liſtened. to thoſe inſtructions 
which the was certain would be the laſt ſhe ever ſhould ge: 
ceive from a parent, whoſe maternal tenderneſs and affe. 
tion were the moſt Gacere, and of which ſhe now would 
ſeverely feel the loſs. Madame Maſerini immediately uſter . 5 
fell into a fainting fit, whick laſted ſo long, that the Güte 


they were miſtaken ; for to. the joy of all her attendants 


fore, whether her fon (who was ah officer) was yet arrived z 2 EE. 
they anſwered her in the pegative ; » for as he had been in- A | 


> = 
* * * * wa * << 
' leave 
5 * > 
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dn of * from his regiment, "which was then ſta- 
tioned in Flanders. But ſome little time. before, an ex- 
preſs had been ſent to him, fetting forth that madame 
| © Maſerini was much worſe; and they thought her life in 
.- neat danger ; they alſo mentioned that it was her particu- 
Jar defire to ſee him; he was therefore now expected every 
Hour z but after this fit ſhe ſaid ſhe ſbould not furvive that i 
5 evening, and ſeemed extremely impatient to ſee her ſon; 
the laid ſhe had ſomethiag of the greateſt importance to 
communicate 10 him, which ſhe refuſed to relate to her 
daughter; but ſtill finding that he did not arrive, ſhe aſked 
for her confeſſor, when to her inexpreſſible ſurpriſe and 
i grief ſhe was informed that he was ſent for, that morning, 
by a fick relation, ten miles off, and was not yet returned; 
me called for pen and ink, and though ſo weak as hardly 
able to be ſupported in her bed, with great pain and diffi. 
. euity ſhe wrote ſeveral lines, then dropped her hou 28 
ed hold of Matilda's kand, and expired. 706" 

5 be grief of all who were preſeut was moſt poignant ; 
Eur patticularty that of Matilda ; the now beheld herſelf 
£3 | Tu orphan with a very ſmall fortune, which was not fuffi- 
Dient to ſupport her genteelly without ſome other addition; 

- the was bereft of a mother whoſe good inſtructions and ad- 

2 Foce the could row no longer receive: in ſhort, ſhe was 
1 aidtacted. | 

Not many minutes after the diſſohüion of again 

| cant. the phy ſician came in; he found the attendants 

_ Rupitied With grief, and Matilda ia the ſame poſture ab the 

+ was at the moment her mother expired; he parted her 

. hand from that of the corpſe, which ſhe prefled 10 her bo- 
© for). and bathed with tears; but we had the preſence of | 

2 mind to take up the paper on which her inothet had eie, 
* a when the emered her chamber, threw it carcleÞly in 


4 


a. 


ſhorts her — ſuch a ſtate that for many hours * 


ne was oblized to ride on horſeback; the animal toy 


- he made the beſt of his way to the city, but arrived ibo 2 
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8 once leoking at the writings in 


had not the leaf membrane of the affair. 
About half an hour aſter the deceaſe of . . 
rini, Alfred her fon arrived. When he fit arc of bis 
mether's illnefs, he would have ſet off for Paris direQlyy . 


but was prevented by the indiſpoſition of a ſuperior officer./ / 


Immediately as he receired the laſt expreſs: he obtained 
leave of abfence for a month, and-left Fiandets the day 
after ; but, unfortunately, in one part of his; hy achere- 
PF .. 
and threw him; he was taken up for dead; dat deingonly ep 
ſtunned by the blow, he ſoon recovered 3 yet it ſerved to 
detain him a few days; as ſoon as he was ale to and, 


late to receive the important ſecret that 1 
ee, AG aer e x ** Fo 4 
Madame Maſerini was the youngeſt er a 
e dignity were well known in > 
parts of France; baving no ſon, he reſolved-to aggranidiſe 
his name through his eldeſt daughter; fer which-gurpaſky © __ 
he determined to place his to youngeſt. in 4 9 
2nd if polſible, to prevail on them to take the velhe i 
this caſe, the fortune he would have been necefitienh gg? 
have given them, might be added to that of their eldek 
fifter, which moſt likely would procure her a huſband ot 
treat note; he could then have his name transferred to hs 


ſon-in-law, and by t hat means the ſamily honours woult . - 71 


deſcend to poſterity, the ſame as by male ive - ihus 6d. 


_ the:nnjuſt marquis intend to bury from the world two +. 
by a young women, — an Py and riciculous n 


"+ K“ 


N. * 2 * 0 8 5 A 


ie marchioneſe died when. the denen ee 
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young. at t reported, rough His tl treatment j— - 


the marquis now thought it full time to put his ſcheme in 


5 execution; he accordingly perſuaded the young ladies to | 


| de boarders for a few months, which they both readily a- 

IJ greed to; he accompanied them himſelf to the convent of 
, and affeted the greateſt grief at parting from 
wem: in priate he begged the lady abbeſs to let no op- 
- © ——portunity paſs that might haſten their deſire of taking the 
veil. Felicia, the youngeſt, ſeemed perfectly contented 
with her ſituation ; but her ſiſter, who was of a more lively 


art was uſed in order to make her take to a religious lifes 
yet it all proved ineffectual ; for, at the year's end, though 

3 the former determined to comply with their wiſhes, yet 
3H Cilementina declared her averſion to them, and proved ob- 
©  Kinate in her opinion ; the uſed all the arguments in het 
Wh power to perſuade her ſiſter to reliaquiſh the theughts of 
PR... making ſuch a place a reſidence for life; but Felicia was 
s charmed with the convent and its inhabitants, that che 
=” conſtantly replied, nothing in the world thould ever tempt 


lier father (who conſtantly received intelligence): read the 
7 = news with the greateſt pleaſure; but it was in ſome mea- 
tmutie damped by hearing that Clementina had fo great a 
diflike to follow her example, and that ſhe wiſhed much to 
be permitted to return home: this requeſt he reſslved not 
"H to grant; as he thought time, and a little more uſe to the 
E = puleiand orders of the place, might work an en 


| * eee 4 - „ N 


It was at this period Louis X1V. aſcended the i of 


her to leave them ; he accerdingly took the white veil. 


*, Uſpoſition, very much difliked it; and though the greateſt 


8 and, among others who had bufineſs-to tranſad 2 


21 cuz on that ocoaſion, was a young gentleman, the fon 


NES of fig: fortune." * with ieee | 
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— poof the would men likely be bn. 


tion, and afterwards had ſeverat other intertlews; for 
by the orders of the marquis the was permitted 10 ſee N 
one in company with the lady abbeft, or any other perfα²] 


whom ſhe evuld depend upon ; this kind of behaviour, de 
1h»aght, would be more likety to win her over totheif . 


poſe, than by laying her under any reſtralzt; Her dH 


uon being naturally good, and by far more inclined toyleld 


to entreaty than ſoree. Signor | Maferini often ae e, 


viſits to his fiſter, who was placed with her ladychib, 


and the choſen companion and friend of Clementina : it 


was at theſe times, when no one was prefent (which would 


often happen, the marguis's orders not being firictly attea 


ded to), that he would declare his paſſion, dons 
plainly pereeive was not liſtened to with diflike. c. 


mentina felt a ſtrong partiality for him, which oon ri 


ed into love: ſhe told him the Nate of her ais; d 

when he entreated her to elope with him fromthe coum]¹e Hi, 
the always reminded him that they muſt — *. 
point of fortune from the marquis. That, he anſwered;”." 


would not give him the leaſt concern; for his father; who 


had no children except hts ſiſter and himſelf; was 3 15 ; 


conſiderable deal of money, and had often told him, firovi-* 
ded he could meet with a wife, whoſe birth. virtues 14 


accompliſhments, would bring no diſgrace upon their houſes 
that wealth would be no objed with him,, as he ſhould be 
able to give him cnough-t to e Oy not . ”w_ r be 


but in afllaence. . 
\” Clementira's mind was on the rack tio ths er . 


met. 


et A 7: 

| Italy his fiſter, whom, dy oder of his ſather, kb wide; of 
place in the convent of N%***;; the Gay ſhe was introdu- 
ced, he had an opportunity of ſecing ' Clementina ; he was 

ſtruck with her beauty and delighted wich her converfa- 
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Bed to remain in the convent for life, and be conſtantly 
haraſſed with the. importunities of all about her to take 
the veil; which would be worſe than death; on the con- 


trary, if the conſented to fly with ſignor Maſerini to Italy. 


te muſt run the hazard of travelling many miles, and When 
- he arrived in that country, would ſee no one that ſhe knew. 


5 chert himſelf and bis ſiſter ;—the thoughts of leaving Fe. 


' Jicia, the difficulty of eſcaping, and the idea of what would. 


ED be the conſequence if they were diſcovered, made her ſhrink 


with horror from the thoughts of leaving her preſent habis. 
tation. Thus ſhe delayed coming to a reſolution for near 


i months ; when one morning as ſhe entered a cloſet be- 


longing, to the lady abbeſs, ſhe perceived on the floor a let- 
ter, dizeQed to her ladyſhip ; it was her father's ſeal, and 


was broken - ſhe at firſt heſitated whether ſhe ſhould read 


uz Dur at length determined to fee the contents; which 
were, « that the marquis thought the manner in which ſhe. 
' was treated was too mild, and begged that for the future. 


os might be cloſely kept to her chamber, and ſtricter me- 
— - thods had recourſe to. ” Ready to faint, ſhe ran to ſignora 
E Maſerini, who was equaliy ſurpriſed at the diſcovery, and 
© - wiſhed her to comply with her, brother's ſolicitations — 


Cicmentina, after ſome little time, reſolved to accept his 


- propoſals—in the afternoon, he was expedled, and ther 


thought that would be a good een to inform him 


| | oy determination. 
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1GNOR Maſcrioi called in the afternoon, 23 was exe. 


* 


| _ peced—he only faw his ſiſter, thoſe meaſures being i- 


ready, put in execuilon which the . * mentioned 


1 #5 


3 z 4 o 
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in his letter. -She kshbenssd hivibrother og che Meet FX 


ces that had happened in the morning; and alſo acquainted 
him with Clementina's reſolution to leave the convent. 
At theſe words he was in raptures; but they were ſoon 


ſubdued by the thoughts of what: difficulties muſt be fut- 


GRASVICRS r. 


mounted to eſcape from it; for Clementina Was totally. 


confiaed to her chamber; not even ſignora Maſerini was; 
permitted to ſee her—theſe orders had been given about a 


hour before—the young friends had therefore only time to 
fix, that, whatever reſolutions the latter intended to put in- 
practice, ſhe was to write them down, and contrive ta drop 
them in the hand of the former at evening veſpers- But 
both the brother and the ſiſter were at loſs' how” to dlude: . ® 
the watchful vigilance of the different people belonging to 


the convent, till a-ſcheme, propoſed by ſignora, ſecmed,as 


if it would prove favourable. . She told her brother to $0; 58 


to the houſe of father Agſalom; (a prieſt) who was exped- | 


ed. that night at a late hour to have a conference with the; 


lady abbeſs, and to tell him her ladyſhip could not xlepives 


him; he ſhould then.procure.a drefs as much like father 


Abſalom's as poſſible, and, at the ſame time when he was 
to have attended, to come to the gate of the convent, thro*-- 


which. he might paſs unnoticed, if, he would held up his 
handkerchief ſo as to cover his face, which the reverend 


father generally did to avoid the night air. By this means | 


he might get to the lady abbeſs's apartments ; but inſtead 
of entering them, to turn round a contrary way, that would 
take him to a, winding ſtaircaſe, which, after deſcendiug 


ſome time, would terminate in a large vaulted chamber; 
and in this place he was to wait the arriyal of n 
aud his fiſter.. Hg 
nt how is it polſible,! , \returngd Ggvor Maleaith 1. x 
von ſhould, be able to meet me there, that we cat.efpape 2: 
: You will certainly be known. 5 „Lees 


„ e 
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— — — 
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23 * 


dants accompanied by us, 'they will naturally fuppoſe you 


heve been with her ladyſhip, and are returning with two of | 


your brethren; be ſure- to have a carriage at a little dif- 


| eee will by day-break convey us à ſew miles 
from theſe deteſtable walls; and by to-merrow evening. woe 
mall probably arrive at ſome little village, where we may 
Ai the ſame drefles, remain in ſafety till the purſuit that is 


made after us is partly over; and we ſhall then be able to- 


3 CE Ir ern we Bo. without interruption. 
* 5 


- juſt before agreed on, and the exact manner in which Cle- 
4 We mentina was to ad. At evening 
When the ceremony was over, the received from her friend 
the billet without diſcovery: As ſoon as ſhe entered her 


Signor Maſerini, after having thanked his fiſter a thou- 
1 her excellent ſcheme, took his leave, in or- 
der to prepare for the elopement. Immediately after he 
was gone, the lady wrote down thoſe particulars they had 


Feſpers they met; and 


Aſter's cell, (which was the place where ſhe was confined) 
fe burſt into tears. | Felicia, who had not been able to at- 
rent veſpers, on account of an indifpoſition which obliged 
Her to keep her ved, was aſtoniſhed, and begged to know, 
in the tendereſt terms, the cauſe of her grief.” But Cle- 
mentina was unable to ſpeak. | 

The convent bell had now done ringing—all was filent, 


except the wind, which howled through the apartments. 
The dim lamp that hung in Felicia's cell was obliged to 
be removed; us, hanging too near a caſement, it was in 
Sper of being extinguiſhed. Clementina placed it on 

done fide of her fiſter's bed, and by its light obſerved in her 


- conntenance. a death-like palenefs. She preſſed Clemen- 


tina's hand to her baſorn, and once more begged to know 
1 F halt” 3 4 ; $. * £5" 


8 enaoriiin ane ||oF © 


+6 Leave" that 60 me,“ ſaid the lady: we wall ald be 
&ttzuiſed as-friars: and when you again paſs the atten - 
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| why the wept. * The latter, by degrees, and with the 8 


eſt elreumſpection. informed her of her intentions of leav- 
ing the convent. Horror ſhowed itſelf in every feature k 
Felicia while ſte liftened to the relation; > At length, over- _ 
come by ſurpriſe; grief and weakneſs; ſhe fainted. Water 
ſtood by: her ſiſter, hardly able to ſupport herſcif,. appli- 
ed it to her relief, and had the preſenee of mind not to 
make any noiſe. After ſame minutes, ſhe recovered, but 
was almoſt too ill to ſpeak. Clementina ſupported her iu * 
her bed, and received the laſt words of m 
look of anguiſh and madneſs. 1 br 5 
4 Clementina,“ ſaid Felicia, whole voice was 1 os 
ticulate, « Heaven preſerve you in this hazardous attempt? 
01 my ſiſter, may you ſee many happy years 3 and When 
the ſunſhine of proſperity ſheds its beams upon thee, mat 
they never be ohſtructed by the chilling wind of adverſi- 
ty. Almighty Father” ſhe exclaimed, (and croſſod her- 
ſelf with the greateſt fervency) «« in this my laſt hour 1 
diſſolution, when the ſoul is near part ing from thę mortab-- | 
duſt, to fly unſullied io a merciful and heavenly Creatas 


- - 


youchfate to incline thing eat to my laſt prayer and dying 
ſupplication! Preſerve, O Lord | 'my-ſiſtery through tha 


part of life in which it ſhall pleafe thee to place her, from 
the temptations and ſnares of the wicked ; and when ths © _ 


is under the rod of aſſliction. inſpire her with fortitude and 


reſignation to bear it without murmuring, that wiklirelt. - 

| gion and piety ſhe may deſcend into the grave. and ig 1 
gain an angel of purity, / ready to fly into the — = 
Saviour, her Redeetner and her Cod!“ “?! 
++ Clementina ſupported-her/as well as a4 veg e 
ſpoke no more, but ſurvived about Give mi exe 
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* NE dunklen Wanted wake dieptfut ms 
exprefſion. The diſtant tinkling of a clock at a remote 
part of the monaſtery proclaimed the hour to be ten. The 

wind, which had been ſo very high, had entirely drop- 


#3 py e 


eviil@ noi be difcerned;; large drops of hail beat againſl the 
windows, and by degrees increaſed to a violent ſtorm; the 
moſt tremendous claps of thunder followed faſt on each 
other; flaſh after flaſh of vivid lightning darted through 
the ſhattered caſements, which had no ſhutters. This war 
elements was far more dreadful, it being an uncommon 


Feen hy Rillin the arms of her fler. whe, totally inſenũ - 
dle, reſted her hand on the ſame pillow, till a violent clap 


reverie: She ſtarted up, and at firſt hardly knew where 
te was; but recollectien foon came with redoubled force 
Ir wanted but one hour to te time when. ſhe was to meet 
ber kriendz ſhe was unable to come to a reſolution in what 
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tom fignors Maſerini, and read it once more over. 
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1 A $be had. now-m0 one to 
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ved, and the moon, quite obſtructed by heavy clouds; 


| dme ot the year, the latter end of January. The body of 


el thunder, whiclyhook the canvents rouſed her from this 


wanne 10 ac. 'Stie/ took up the letter ſhe had recrived 


eu conſidered, that, if ſhe eſcaped, ſhe might once 


lende, that could any way claim her regard: or tenderneſs: 
' the maternal love and aifeRion'of a mother the had never 
known ; her father had not fulfilled that tender name, by _ 
either aſſduity or kindneſs 4; her her eldeſt uber the hardly 


6 * 4 * 
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r as ſhe was placed, beforether re mech anbe, with 
a relation of her mother's in Germany, who took the'care 
. of her education. The old lady viſited the marquis but 
once only, accompanied by his daughter, aka then made 
but a mort ftay ; yet, in this little Ume, dhe lady Eleanor's 
bela vicur to her ſiſters was proud and diſdainful, ſo as not 
to call forth either eſteem or fondneſs; As to friends che 
had none except ügnora, for the marquis never ſuſt red 
them to cultivate any acquaintance. . Felicia would have — 
been the only cauſe that could have made her leave the con- 
vent with regret ; ſhe, alas! was now no more; the had 
conceived a ſincere friendlip for fignora Maſerini, and her 
heart plainly told her, her affections were placed on ber 
brother ; ſhe therefore thought: it would be mare prudents. 
to run the hazard of elopement with two perſons by whom 
the was certainly beloved; than remain in a place where 
her life would be made uncomfortable. But fili the ©. 
chilled with horror at the thoughts of being diſcovered}; 5 
and the loſs of her fiſter greatly preyed upon her Tpirits. 2 

It was now near the time when ſhe was to repair to ſig 
nora Maſerini's room : ſhe put ſome trinkets of her ſiſtet 8. 
which Felicia had given her before ſhe took the white veil, 43 
into a ſmall filver caſket which ſhe could place in her geche =: 
and among them the piQure' of her mother! hg ed _ = 
Rood of tears at the thought, that if the original had Need 1. 
how happy ſhe might now have been;  ſhe-then, according 
to the direQions in the letter, wrote with ker pencil feign- 
ed memorandums relative to their eſcape, and the names. 
of ſeveral” roads quite contrary to thoſe they meant to take; 2 
{and dropped this book in the N e it was b alk. 
a to be found. 

= Weven o'clock now iruck,' and the Hail had in wail 
us abated, though the wunder and lightning Rift” 
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continued, when Clementina took a lan farenell of has 
parted ſiſter the embraced the corpſe, wept over it, and 


was for ſome time unable to move, till the at laſt tore her- 


& 
* 


ſelſ away from the body, and, with her eyes ſwimming in 
tears, implored the Author of all events to ſupport her in 
the few. critical hours ſhe muſt undergo. With a trem- 
bling hand the then unbarred the door, which opened ints 
a long gallery, on each fide of which were different cells; 
the could not take the lamp, for fear of th light glancing 
Into any of the apartments,; and was therefore only guided by 
"each flaſh of lightning that came through a large window 
at the further. end. 80 weak as.to be hardly able to walk, 
he at length arrived at the caſement, and fat down on a 
_ feat under it to recoyer her ſrength. The way ſhe had al- 
ready come was by far the moſt dangerous on account of 
 Ciſcovery, there being one or more inhabitants in each of 
dhe rooms ſhe had paſſed. she now went through ſeveral 
paſſages that led to a Jarge vaulted chamber, and from 


- thence began to alcend a Rone ſtair-caſe that wound round 


the ſouth tower of the convent, and took her entirely 
away from the cells below, belonging to the nuns, to the 


3h Becping rooms of the boarders above. The thunder in 


"this place had a moſt awful ſound ; the lightning, though 
it could only enter a ſmall painted caſement which ſtood 
at a great height, yet ſerved to ſhow the gloomy horrors 


© of the place. 2 


; She was already half way up; but, terrified at the 
, thoughts ot her ſituation, the refted for a few moments 
again the old jron railing, when a light ſep. ſeemed to 
move on the ſame fair. Almoſt convulſed with horrors 


| the (hrunk back, and was fortunately unable to call out, 


when at the ſame moment a ſtrong flaſh of lightning datt- 


* from the windew above, * her the figure of a | 
| 4 ; | N mY: 
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-_ the fight of it was but 


eaſe, flew acroſs two paſſages, and arrived at the chamber 
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was ſilent and dark. Wun breathleſs agitation « n 
derable quick neſs. me ran up the other part of the ſtair- 


of fignora Maſerini. She gave the ſignal they had fixed 
on, aud the door was carefully opened by her friend Who. 


with aſtoniſhment i TOR "Wm he 
| Her arms. S444 s 4s 


She ſoon cies andila ben e of ine dem 9 
her ſiſters; and alſo of the eyent that had fo much Alarme 


ed at; but the latter, concerning the perſon on be Keim, 
ſhe told her was het brother, who was to wait in ente 
ber below. This circumſtance fignora had neglected to 


mention in the letter, which might have been the caufe of 


diſcoyery. She inſiſted on Clememtina's taking a glaſs of. 
wine, and helped her to dreſs in the apparel of 1 Priel 


and then FF 
_ ſame kind. 85 : 6 4: 2 # 2 * 


She now thought it fall time to attend her brothet, and 
begging Clementina to ſupport heffelf throngh this great. 
trial, be toftiy opened the door; ' they ghjoceeded ib the _ 


| Rair-caſe, and deſcended it. It was quite dart; the thin. 
got ts the qc 


der and lightning being over. When t 
bottom, ſignora, in a whiſper, erlled hi brother, who ins | 
Rantly anſwered. He was goigg to congratulate” them on © 


having got fo far without diſcovery; but his nder Rappel 
him This,“ ſaid "ſhe; not 2 place for emp 


ments. They all three reaſcendetd the tiki © . 


paſſed through' a kong flfage, and arrived” at the door of 
the lady abbeſs's apartments; they Ropped there about” 


ewe minutes, and then, Bigſding their handkefrchiefs'partly = 
F led a 2299202 hal md urrived at. 
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ber. The former intelligence ſhe was ſurpriſed and'grien«" 
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- the door at the further end; they here Are girth 
- who made no Inquiries. . This door led them to an inner 
court» and from that to an outer vacs in, which there were 
 ſexeral porters; but they, ſuppoſing them to haye returned 
from a conference with her ladythip, aſked no queſtions. 
They had sow vnly to paſs the outfide gates, which they 
did in the ſame manner, without any obtruQions, and | 
ſaw themſelves totally free from the nent 
+ Signera- and het brother were overjoyed at their good 
5 ee but Clementina, though ſhe was happy in having 
- eſcaped» et ſorrow fill hung upon her brow. They wa- 
ed aboat half a mile, and then entered the chaiſe that 
waited for them ; figaor Maſerini's fervant was on horſe- 
bock z Shey deficed the poſt-boy, whom they were obliged 
to acquaint with the whole affair, to drive as faſt as pofſi- 
wle, and. he might depend on being rewarded. Signora 
__ acquainted ber brother {who had very tenderly inquired 
after Clementiga's health, and the cauſe of her melancho- 
Jy) of Felicia's $g2th» and begged him not to force her to 
talk; that her ſpirits, which within a few hours had been 
ſo greatly /hocked; might again be a little compoſed. _ 
This obfſervatyjpn was juſt : Clementina had #n a little 
ie gone through a great deal of trouble: the ſurpriſe and 
ern which ed the fGioding of her father's let- 
ter, the grief the fit at thoſe orders being ſo ſoon put in 
execution, the terror iety ſhe was under when ſhe 


- read ſignora's billet, the ſudden ſheck of her ſiſter's death, 


| the hortor, ſhe felt during rin, with the alarm ſhe re · 
ceived on the Rair-caſe, and Hr dread of being diſcovered 
the whole nicht, conſpired to helm her with ſenfar 
tions almoſt equal to madneſs ; her laoks plainly confitm—- 
end that ſhe was excredintzly ill, and it did not eſcape figs 
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in what manner to a8. To wait for advice, would be 
as bad as to diſcover themſelves ; yet to ſee her in ſuch a 
ſtate, without any aid, was diſtreſſing beyond expreſſion. _ 
He could not pertuade” ber to take any nourifhment, 
though he had proviſions in the. chaiſe to prevent their 
ſlopping on the road fer any thing elſe than to change 
horſes, Signora was. exiremely lofty to ſee hör friend ſoy = 
much indiſpoſed ; ſhe perceived-# fever was coming on ; : 
ſhe therefore adviſed her brothers about three ofcld&ck in 
the afternoon, to order the poſt-bay de turn out of the 
high rogd, and drive into a wild part of the country. 
which, though it might take them out of the way they 
intended to go, yet in ſuch a place they might find ſomse 
_ retired cottage, where they. could ſtop far ſome time in 
ſafety; for ſhe was very certain Clementlna would not | 


x 


be able to proceed on the Journexg. * 
ler brother conſented, and ordered the hoy . F 

whe turned iato another road, which led them to a d 

| heath, and from that to a remote, ſolita foreſt, They 
continued in one track for ſome miles, till it began a 

grow dark, when they deſcended into a valley, ax the h 
bottom of which was a cottage that 3 itſell. Tha, 
chaiſe then Ropped, and ſignor Ma ſerini and bis fiftes. 
alighted; they were obliged to help Clemeatiaa carefully, 

aut, who, ſupported by each of their arMs, walked up Wn 

the retired dwelling, which ſeemed to be the refdencs of | 


nictuo; contentment and * | 4 
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4 151 is The bad 2 fright, Ne thebpt ot no 
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1 HO would not rellaguith the gaudy, pomp ant 
_— - ander ot 4 court, the coſtly robe, the [ſumptuous 
144 
. the deczitful courticr, and all the pride of emp- 
ty greatacſs, to ſpend their ſew remaining days in ſuch a cot 
as this? The happy pair, bleſſed with each other's love, 
whoſe health a9 ſtrength permit them to earn, their daily 
* gl and care for no one, might here enjoy repoſe, and, 
| with offer themletves and others, breathe out a life 
of piety ad vice.” Such were the thoughts of fignor | 
| Malerin, 25 he aided to ſupport Clement ina to the door of 
ee *he Knocked; and it was opened by a young 
man who ſeemed not ye o have attaired his twen- 
* 7 N 
Friend,“ ſaid the diſguiſedipriet; POV your 
hoſpitable roof three travellers, who for one night deg a 
lodging. and will repay you to the . of their powers | 
with gratitude and prayers.” D A. I  < 
"4 OE any Gophect * ben his arefs denoted: bim to 
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where, on one ſide of the fire, ſat à man aud woman 


ſeemingly much ad anced in years, and on ihe ether a/ 


beautiful young zul, who looked to be about eighteen: 1 
they roſe;, and ſeemed greatly furpriſed at the entrance ot 5 


he prieſts: the old man imſtautly ordered ſupper for his 
revetend E after Ws _— boron | 


welcome. 4 216 2 4 by * = 
Signora Maſerini ae Clementina next to her- while 
ber brother went to the poſt-boy, whom he. liberally re- 


warded; and told kim to make the beſt of his way homes 


and acquaint his maſter ke had been with only one gentle 


man, quite a different road from that they had travelled , 


"RP . : { % 
he then re-entered the cottage with Edward, whoſe bers 
they-turned” looſe in -a field” behind t. Clementioa, dase 


he had been out, had fainted, ind was juſt recovering. 


Amazement might be ſeen ju each face of the cottagers 3: 4 
that three prieſts ſhouldꝭ ride im a chaife attended by a ſer-- 
vant. was ſtrange, as ſuch- ſort of people uſually walked 3; 
the eſſeminate beauty of two of them was remarkable x. * 
and then one of them fainting, was aſtoniſhing. Signoras | 


1 


. 


_ thoughbt- it would be better to inform them of © their Ates 
' tion at once, and truſt to their generofity ia cones 
them; the therefore gave her brother the. hint, and calle 


on one fide the old woman, whom ſhe acquainted with then. * 
whole affair, while he did the ſame- to the man. They 
both greatly wondered in what manner they could * 
but readily promiſed their protection-. 2 
Clementina all this time ſeemed totally infendble ot | 


what was going forward, .and, in ſhort, was in A Rate of 


Kupidityz for ſhe hardly gave any anfwer to thoſe quel-- 


tions chat were put 16 her, nor could they perſuade her to - 


2 * 5 ſhe was om ee and. 
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| hut about eight o'clock Sgnor Maſerini left the cottage with. 
_ the. young.ſhepherd aud Edward, and walked to a, ſmall; 
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Set, that belpnged to the father of the former, who was. 


agquainted by his ſon with the hiſtory of the gentleman he 


had brought. There was one bed to ſpare, which, ſigner, 


"© Maſerini took poſſeſſion of, and Edward ant with a. 


12 


«hich was the young man's Name. 


Ia Faril, the old cottager, . So 


Hina ſitting up with Clementina, and begged ſignora to re- 


ug to ref, as he was ſure the fatigue the muſt have under- 
gone muſt make fleep very neceſſary. She took his advice. 


and lay down in a ſmall room. next to Clementina's. Both 
La Faril and his wife gave Sabina a charge to be verz gare · 


ul of the young lady, and then they themſelves * 


der the influence of the drowſy god · bs r Rs 
-- Signor Naſeiini was at the cottage early the next morn=, 


vgs. he eagerly inquired after Clementina's health, and 
was informed by Sabina that ſhe was very ill, and had. a 
deen delirious, the greater part of the night.; the was now 


aſleep/ but was ſo diſturbed ſhe feared. it would not refreſh. 
her 3 neither his ſiſter nor her mother was up, and her. 
© Miker was. gone out. He had not changed his dreſs, but 


Was Kill in the diſguiſe. of a prisft. . He aſged Sabina whe-. 
ther there was any medical man lived near z the ſaid tere. 
 Wzs one about three miles off who Always attended their 
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family ; he aſked her for a direction, which the gave him 1 | 


o him. 


. A mga hardly gt when. he et of: "he had be e 
. En 
* ſame . ES ee e 


and wot conſidering Gs hazard be ran, We 
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1 rubber) v hb hey x he 0 fad ne © "What mn Fl 
ſon “'' replied tignor / Maſerifi./- ny, returned ne, 
ere are two young ladies gone off with a young mans 


who, they ſay, is brother to one of them, from the cone 
of N***#* 3 and the other, who is daughtet to ſome mare. | 
quis, has 1 her ſiſters for ſhe ee - 
mbrajinget*7 1 innils tes Ter SIE TE ar TRRree PER 
le then DENOTE to give a n was fuß : 
- poſed they had efeaped j and à man whoſe liaiſe 8 
hired the ſame night, had ſome thoughts/it weht:a-differs 
ent road from that, the poſt-boy ig ſormed him ; - for; up 
inquiry, no no ſuch carriage had been. ſeen” in the paths 
trough which he ſaid he had pafſeds ' Ho corieluded' with 
. faying, | he- ſuppoſed the fiigteſt ſearch would go th 
after them, and that he heard the news from à friend who: . 
bad Rs Wn ee Mans 
dan bangs os e eee e 
It happened antes ben was ſo pure dee 
own diſcourſe, as not to take much notite of: his neuer; 
for it would not have required a very acute obſerver te 
have ſeen his countenance ehauge ſeverab times ; he Wihenk 
much to return; back diredly; But then his cottipanibly 


VLaould certainly remack it: he therefore thought it-beſt ity 


continue walking till he could part with him without b 
ing noticed. Fortunately, au opportunity: /offeted abou” © = 
half a mile further, when the man.turned;(hort Into a ln 
and: wiched him a good morning, Hg ran bach as fall dd 
poſſible, and found breakfaſt quite ready ; he told ens | 
the cauſe of his precipitate return ; and they all ale * 
was not unlikely but the cottage might be ſcarchedg bu 
theix perplexity and horrour were ſtill ivcreaſeds M be 
e them of the ſuſpicious that had fallen on "Clew./ 
Wmentina, ehe but one alk ate 
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by no mene to inform her of ang part o * adyentuee. - 


Tete was now the greateſt nene ty for ben to be con- 
esaled 1 for as there were no witneſſes to contradigt an af- 


tractad to think, that if they were taken, Clementina might 


fuer the puniſhment of à murdeter : and in ſuch caſey 
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ud, was te marry Sabina, had fet off carly with üs fa 
ter ona ſhort; journey, and would not retufn till night. 
Doth of them had promiſed ſeerefy, and begged fignor- 
-Maſerini and his fervant would feep- there as long as he 


"Rid inquiries and fearch were made through France“ la 


what manner o act they knew not: Clementina was too 
Wo travel; anch if he- could. thore- was not a doubt bat 
they end h overigken ; the officers might” be there in- 
three-or-four haurs' time; and La Faril would run à great 


ns, in conceali ng them. Edward had no change ot dreſs 3. 
"he derived. n the cottage e-tittle! while alter bie maſter in, 


the. morning; Cyril. 'the-young ſhepberd, who, they 


thought proper. None of them could think of any ftheme- 


t prevent ditroveryt till Sabina ſaid, + Father, is there 
not at the bottom df the gatden a cave, which none knows 
af beſides aurſel ves ' La Farib inſtantiy turned pale, and 
-anſwered, „ Ves, my dear; but it will, Jam afraid, be 
t dump for the fick lady. . Is it not pofllble, v faid 
— — it-warmed by Eres?” They. 


n eee is would. hen, for heaven's fake, my 
—— 2 der drehen, en begin about M 
þ: a ehe 


rere. 


A hands were fet to work; Kune made u flre in it 


ny; and conveyed feather-beds, proviſions, chairs, 
« table; "candles, à lamp, oil, tinder-box, matches, and. 


every other utenfil that could any way make it comfort- 


RA, , 
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wn. witch roſ# at ihe bottom of La Faril's . ;" the 
entrance was entirgly hidden from the eye by thick moſs 
und ſhrubs which grew round the bottom of the eminence; 
It ſeemed to have been a retreat at the time Henry ins 
Fifi conquered France. The preſent poſſeſſbr, WhO by 
chance diſcobered it; had never difcloſed the ſecret to any 


but his on family t for a fon of La Faril's* who turned 


out excecdingly wild, but was fince dead, committed a 
robbery about ten miles from ths cottage, and, fer fear of 
being taken, begged his father to<6nceal him in the wines 
which wat accordingly done; and the officers of puff, 
though: they ſearched every part of the houſs zad' garde - 
did nor perceive the entrance of it. It was at the recollee- 


tion of this circumſtance, that La Fatll turned pate whent 


| Sabina mentioned the cave: for it was very neceflary they + 


ſhould keep the knowledge of it in their own böforme, as 
he weuld be puniſhed, if it was t- eee his 8 
own ſon from the rigour of the law. "He On 
About two o'clock in the afternoon, every thing was © 
ready- dut though great fires had been kept in it ever fines -. 
the mornings it was yet damp; they therefore - 394 
| beſt not to enter that night, but early the next day ani 
then Ggnor Maſerinl could inſtru” Cyzi} and his Ribe 
in whit manher to cl. E Award was place at x windows 


on the top of the cottage, with a glaſs, {s that he cod 2 


celre any one coming that way within a mile 3 and "WW 
notice would be time enough for them to make ein N, 


td the garden # he was alſo to ſit up al night wee, 
to keep in a large fire, that it might be thoroughly aa. 


. the morning. * 


Clementina was better, and perfely ſenſible. and on- "ue, 


poſed : ſignora ventured to inform her of the affair relative 


- 


d her brother's meeting the man in the mornings carefully. _ 
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_ pred, and ſeemed extremely- happy in the contrivance of 
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She was not ſo. much alarmed as might have. been ex» 


the cave. Since the: fleep ſhe had in the morning, though 
it was much diſturbed; ſhe hat mendeds: and was no able | 
to. ũit up far an hour to have her bed made: - She ate a lit- 
tle ſupper; and, in ſhorts. through the good attention and 
management of her hoſteſs, Clementina.. ſeemed perfealy 
recovered from thoſe dangerous en, fever which 
(erg vlog before, ENS, 24354 20 26 


t nine o'clock, fignor- Maſerini 5 his . and 
"walked tw: the cottage ot Cyril and his father ; he informed 


them of the whole affair conceruiag the cave, by permiſſion 
e La Facil,. whe Knew them. to be too much his friends to 


..._ Giſcoverit.. Signor Maſerigi begged both of them, if any 


quiry-ſbould be. made after him, to declare they knew no- 
thing of him; be conjured them to lay the ſame injunc- 
tions on a young girl who was a diſtant relation to them. 


dns kept their houſe; all which. they promiſed faithfully 
de perform. The place was fo exceedingly retired, that 
don of chem had been ſeen, except by La Faxil, his wiſe 


and daughter, Cyril, his father, the young girl and the man 
delete men tianed; nor was any ſtranger obſerved in that 
part, ſometimes. for three months together ; and the only 
„ they had of procuring. poviſion was, hy going to a 
l town four miles diſtant. Signor Maſerini thanked. | 
nnn father and the fon for. their hoſpitality. towards. | 


[as ws withing . Se nights retired to 
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E ade, lover It e e . add 4k His 
Htuation. © Though "bis father was exceedingly fond of - 
Him, yet there was 'a Haughty pride and obftinacy in his = 
etfpsſition,” that made him tremble Jeſt he ſhould difap- 
prove of his proceedings. It was true, he had Jeveral 
times told him that, with reſpe& to bis marrying. " 
ſhould conſider wealth 4 0 object; but uſed always 10 Re 
lay a particular ſtreſs on his confent being firſt dial 3.6 
this laſt circumRance he had never mentioned to Clemen- 
tina. He alfo knew him to be whimſical and capricieuty + 
inſomuch that it would not be unlikely, ſhould Wigs 
be fe fortunate as to arrive in Italy, but he might-refuſe 
his conſent to their nuptials, though not capable of alledtg - 
ing any reaſon for his. diſlike. He therefore determined 
to perſuade Clementina to be married to him before they 
made themſelves known to his father, whom they could_..' || 
eaſily deceive by tetting him the ceremony had not been 
performed: it he approved of her as his daughter, it was 4 
| all very well ; if, on the.contrary, he rejected her. it would 
be out ot his power to part them, us he would de his bx 
the moſt ſacred ties on earth; for, nould the worſt Hap= 
pen, and his father totally diſcard him, at the death of Ki. 
Brother of his late mother's,” no one could prevent his tak». 8 
Ing poſſeſſion of a very good fortune; and till that period. oF 
 whick was wok likely to be lohg, his aticte deing is 4 aha 
much advanced in yeats, he ould ſupport! "himſelf ad 
wife by Joduſtry and application to his pencil which *. Mt 
he was" a proficient in; though he only learnt It as" aa 2 
I * But Rill * 9 
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vered again iĩatruded on his mind, and be Crunk. with  . 
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Horror from the idea that Clementina might ſuffer an ig- 
| nominious death: fleep refuſed.its aid. and the reſt of the 
night was ſpent in melancholy refleRions on the dangers. 
they had paſſed, and diſagreeable.conjeQures on thoſe that 


might ſtill be to come. He roſe about fix, wore fatigued. 


ban when he retired to reſt, and took the advantage of the 
_ darkneſs of the morning, to walk to the cottage ; he found. 


5 them all ups as they had determined to enter the eave be- 
555 tore day- light. ;;Clementina was conſiderably better ſig- 
x f nora, Maſcrini was in good ſpitits, but they were damped, 
bz ſeeing her brother look ſo ill: ſhe however concealed 


| her uneatineſs, Ps. of ee, Clementina, ne ok | 
| Aſo taken notice 8 a ; 


After a haſty breakfaſt, they 3 it full ue to pro- 
to the garden; it was a difagrecable morning, though 


0 cold as might have been expected for the time of the 


_ years. het there was à chilling dampneſs in the air, which 


mage it ſar more uncemfortable than a ſevere froſt; and a 
un mall Rars, ſcattered about the heavens, gave the hea- 
V dlack clouds. which encompaſſed a large ſpace a more 


Ateary appearance. It was guſt beginning to grow light, 


— ehen the, melancholy party came out from the cottage. 


1a. Faril went firſt: his thoughts were fixed; on the ſimi- 


larity of the preſent ſcene with that when iu, e his 


. only ſon to the ſame gloomy kabitation. 


The recolleQion of this cireumſtance drew a tear Fed 4 


| his aged. exc ; for the good old man could not help paying 
that tribute | to his memory, though he, had hed many on 
©* aceount of his viees and extravagances.; Signor Maſerini 
” walked after him; he was wholly, taken up with the idea 
of their being diſcovered ; and when be locked on Cle+ 
Wentina, Nau. e ee en 
hors | 


9 > 4 
N 3 mY . 


n ths ther de almoſt curſed himſelf for lending her . 
e much danger... * 
. ate AUG Di 
ed nothing while (he was under 'his-proteQion.——Signora - 
had no misfortunes of her on, t ſes-them happy, ſhe”. 
thought would make her ſo; and therefore her anniety er 
'happineſs was heightened or decreaſed according to che - 
tuation of her brother and her friend. ——Sabing, and her - | 
worker followed, with their hands hd eyes titted towards, 
heaven, imploring dlefſings on 2 Ks 
that they might remain undiſcovered.” | "42 > TREE; mw | 
When they arrived at . 
ctet ſpring, and eee 
'by Edward, who had, as he was ordered, kept good res 
al nights. fo that the place felt perfediy warm: en i FN 
ductor then told them that Sabina "owl coine every hicht $3305 
-aſter it was dark, to inform them if any thing particuur 
had happened, and id be uſeful” in any way that "might © +. 
ſerve to make them comfortable : ſignor Maſerini returp®-” 
ed him a thoufand thanks for His kindnefs and Genen 
AI Fatil and his mar took weir les, and. the | 
door cloſed after them. s eke my V8, Ya 1 
The cave, ws was before PE n ae 5 on 
—it was Wider! into three rexufär pirtments, when, 
though narrow, were each of them long :— the firſt they - 
made their fitting room; in the ſecond ſignor Maſsrim Fa 1 * 
Nept; and in the third. Clementina and his lter —Eaward... $ 
had a ſmall bed placed for him cloſe to the entrance, that * "& 
he might be neady to give an alarm if he hdr” 4% o 8 
that ſeemed to thredten danger. They received be light ſpe. 


but from candles or lamps: —this, added to the Aue Gor | 


| 
3 2 
| manner in Which it was fittag, uf, od the hollow echo 5 
1 J en found bo: uttered, gave the place 2 *. | 5 N . 
A + 4 *. | _ gloomy: by & 
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mip dy: einbe- a n 
it might ſeem, it was to them a comfortabſe retreat z;—it 
might preſerve them from their enemies; and wirh that 
oper ny fituation” would be icceptable,: thongh; — 4 
Able, ten times more "ng than that they now 
poſſeſſed. eee £ en ee R 2 
| ——— the cave about ten o'ctbek at nizht, 
8 Cyril ;—they informed fignsr Maferini that no 
_ inquiries had been made after them that day; bot they d 
x | heatd.cheking'cofficers were within a few miles of the 
place and there was not a doubt but” they would remain: 
mere until the next morning. eee n 
Sour an hour, e ee e 
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+ Ren; o'clock when fgnor Maſerini,. bs | 
_ "Had, ers reading to Clementina and his ſiſter ever ſince 
= . Wedeparture of Cyrit and Sabina, declared he was fatigueds 
3 el propoſed going to reft.; they both-readily conſented, 
© "and had retired to their chamber about a quarter of an 
_—.. Hour, when Edward ran into his maſter's room, with the 
= news that the officers were n for he had 
ooh © Heard them 19)ſRug cloſe to the cave, G q 74. Nit 
. * Tortunately, he did not ſpeak loud ʒ and Gg Nagel. 
3 bo Was juſt beginning to unereſs, deſired him net to 
- * diſtard che ladies, and he himſelf would come.to.the door. 
and liven tp their converſation. —They both proceeded to 
* the mouth of the cave; the wind. was high, and the noiſe 
* ien it opcaboned amovy the trees, prevented them from 
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by 
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7 ENT but now and then a few r frft perſon % 
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EE REN eee eser, RE 2 1 
whoſe waice den could. : diſtinguiſh, was Cyrilo-Sigtior - 
Matrint was very dt.. ee. * 
mulling ts 290.0 ee $ tho?) > i 
No rab 7; Choppigay to: —.—— Wn 
ieee 4 1178 „ "wes "Be 
F | 
 volcet—+: we shall ſearch. ; particularly this, pl ace; Tor 1 4 
remember, ſorne years back, being here on .the a” er. ; 


” = 


7 band, aftbr a young thisf, who, though! he way hel tee, 
Y aten yr eee Jo Randy! De Sg <= 
Y Hives that old man's fon LO 
5 _ +244 Ab1”exclaimed- Ia Far,“ call” hits-nor 8, b. 75 
none i he is now no more; and thoſe epitliets ate ill ] * 
| | owed on one who has long ſince been h his (graveyard i | 
by this time partly turned to earth again — Here the ol 
; wixt-durſt-inio'texrs, and, as they ſupgaſadg-rerired to the 
houſe f for they dead him no mor «4 V3! 
Tb officers Ropped about half a Howr; during which . 
. ume Cyril remained with them. — Signor Maſerini wan. 5 | 
Aered n hiv'having Ropped folate, but loched off It >. 
þ Tortunate circbmſtance, as' La'Farit was tuo weak and M- F N 


4 ram to attend them in a prope? manner.” Ig s erg 5 


» + 


: ingly xlad ue think that neither bis fiſters nor Clerhenting”? 

, mad knowwany Hliteg'of the matters nene * 5 
. with the thoughts how heppy they would be; when de 

t informed them the affair they moſt dreaded was now overs . 

; vor were his che Stute wrong; for his intelligence g 

1 them the greateſ pleaſure. ory ide un TETY 44 \ arts Ro 
' The following niglu Sabina arrived the cave; is 


told hem that when Cyrit and herſelf: entered the f. 
0 from ſceing them the night before, the father of the feine 
- Bad called to tell them the officers 3 2 
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he-afternoon ;. they \ therefore thought it would be beſt: 
bor Cyril to tay all nights in cats they mould come: ate 
aa e 1 
2 r eee 
— ——————— 


| they nl proceed to Italy without diſcovery 3 but at all. 


eee heard it at a place where hie had 3 


alen hows, and then. departed. -.. Aye ode on 
© Their only fear was now to N 


events, they. determined to remain in the cave, at leaſt a 
motith, that. the affair might be in ſome meaſure forgotten ;. 


nud they could then conſult what difguiſe would-be the 
8 moſt. proper for them to travel in. be had refided in 
mmeir habitation near a fortnight beſore La Faril dared to 
make them a. viſit : hut receiving intelligence that the.of- 

_  Heers, were certainly returned, he took. the firſt opportunity 
._ _ t#fes them, and propoſed they. hould travel to Italy in the 
"diſguiſe of. Savoyards, as he had dreſſes which would fit 

mem, and-every. thing proper fas that character z they have 
ing been made for a maſquerade. Mis ſcheme. met with. 


the greateſt approbation. e accacdingly ſet _ 
_ carrying. it ute execution, | FFF 

4 . eee | 
_ "morning. fixed. when they. were once more to venture forth 


in ſearch of happineſs. Sabina and. ber mother attended 


Jes. I Faril arrived ſoon after ;. and at fix. o'clock they 


thought it full time to ſet of; as.it would be necelLary ther 


did bet ome. diſtance from. the cottage before 47. 


- light. 1 Faril made fignor Maſerini perfectly acquainted - 
h the way acroſs the country and incaſe any due 
A PR 


ne 5 1 


. nnen TY 
7 peeple moſtiy voſde. Cyl atfb attended to take lis 
| | leave. The fpring or tht cite Wis turned and they bude 
N more breathed in open zir: yet the thoughts if leaving 
5 the place which" had prererwed mem folk that ehenies, - 
created u pang in their beaſts} und particilarly fince they 
| knew not how Toon ey might bac more Wich 10 be boli. 
fried within its coſe receſs: 81 gndr Maferint Piafped Eu 
ren hand, and ſtammered but mis prallte, Ape 
| _ nfſed with tears while the good old muh. wht Hivet Halfy 
and agen form denoted thoſe-pearly drops Which Hunt u. 8 

off his Witherad check were hot the firſt foft emblems Ex 

his feeling hurt, preſtech him tö his boſom ; the Amok 
overcome with weaknefs and the effect of years, he neaflß | 
funk infenſible on the earth. — THis w tod müch for BED 4 5 
Nfenat he preſſed his fiſter and Clementina to heſten 
arme 3 _ from: the ſpot. 10 3 * | 
1 exteeding TT 4 and the YL 

| bright ſtars which iſtmined the heavens; plainly ſhows 
edited Bok fever fien!'®Thi5 Joi tires” mibeb From ti 
erve bof6te day-light," and continued travelling without 5 
any diſagreeable circumſtances Happening on OF Toad; 
except the curiolity of The peaſurits,” Da bomely enter: fo 
ter tit: 
ee, n 1628 dee de a 2445 222k um 0G 


After fome duys, er Nd he .pledſiire le enter lege Fe : 
Signor Maſerinithired lodgings ſome. miles from his fac ;: 53 


ther's reſidenge, and entreated Clementinarto become kits, 
before he made himſelf known to him. Swe very "ag © 


willing te confent; but at laſt, overcatns oy the dein | b | 


l 


| flons ot te brother and the fiſter; he had the raprure % 


rocedve her as his owns about fortnight HTN. 
: "HAS "5 5 | * A3. ö 


0 EnAovILuS« "ABBEY. 
"*q e hay per as mate 
© 'Enowh to his father. which ke determined to do in three or 
four days after their marriage, but firſt wrote to La Facil. 
© Jn the letter he incloſed a, conſiderable preſent. and ſent 
n by e friend who was going that way, as he was certain 
,* every method would be takem to.intercept any letters. di- 
eee do him, as La Farit lay under the greateſt ſuſpicion 
WO | ko point of concealing, his fons as well a8.gnor Maſerjni.. 
= The day arrived on which he was to pay a viſu to his 
father. Hebegged his fiſter-to tay with Clementina, as ſhe 
"" wank be to nya company, 204 ng. roger 30 the 
"OR He fet off early in the morning, and, after ſome 
bo quick travelling, during which time. his ideas wee 
Eon i i ng lobes. coin whe 
- Manger he ſhould be received. be arrived-at the large hea- 
vy gates of the abbey. Wh a tretabling hand he pulled 
6 © the bell; but could not hear it ring. - After another at- 
= = tampt; he found the wire was ruſty 3 yet it made a ni. 
4 A chought Rruck him, which chilled him with horror — his 
 *F= father might be dead !—for be made himſelf known. te no 
_ one fince his coming to Iraly,. but his friend who carried 
12 ene 19-46 Bete and be Gd des ne intelligence 
| concerning his friends, -a; he arrived the ſame night as ſig- 
rere 
eee eee eee eee eee 
'- promiſed to leave the letier as he went through Fance. 
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— —— | 
_ mar and a boy approached him: he afked them if they 
eee A 
Mabe ws Wy ene. 
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ee 0 1 ſuid the man 7 e 
- muſt ſurely be uote > POR Tore 

| deed of tho getimantsdvth who link hoe” | 
Signor Maſerini- turned pale; the- bridls'divpped From, 

. he; erufd Have fallow: wade the ground Jad. 
he not been receivedints the arms of the village... 

. Vom are not weiht fir,'* ſaid the mam, as. he placed... , 
mm on a feat under. the-large heavy portico of the abe. 
—« Lubin, more CU Ie NE 
vonder ſpring.” w.. 44411 1%; 

. capt nies aid WIN. 
he had in is hand; he was perſuaded ta drink a final 

- he was a-diftant relation of the late count, and was RY — 
. 9 

amn 

— . repties/the man; e 1 

ö for theſe laſt ix months 3] benven K,, 

babs ons. canner, be hanged dcs thiokings . 1801 
ral * 

| *** 
friend ſaid fignor Maſerinh. « for I have the/ es, | 
 reaſon-t0 bo intereſted in the/affiits of the cou¹f e 7 

n e — neee dee, 

5 . 1 ot ewe; hel &. 
than an hou?, to my labour in yonder vineyard.” . 9 
eu affentedz and haying watked a ſmall dee 

they: arrived- at his habitation, The. horfe was turned in- 

to a feld. When they entered the.cottage, a neat Middle. 
„ eee eee they wilhec much their 
- | gueſt would partake of their homely fare; but h6. eqs - 
7 above: fir _ 
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1 elk, ABBBN, 
= E Maſeciay's pers 
ſon. He conjured the nian te; begin his narration ; und 
the honeſt huſbandman compliedr as follows; 1s yn 
| ou, 09; doubty ſignor, were .acquainted with young 
Percival, Maſcriniand his fiſter Siſera, the only: childien of 
the late cauat ? Twelge months have not yet paſſed fines 
mer both took, leave; of their ſather at thats very Abbey, 
1 traxelled inte Frances on, account of: fonde buſineſs 
Which required. Percival's attendance at courts 2s. Louis 
88 XIV bad juſt then aſcended the throne. Siſera was to be 
plaged in he conyent.of Ne, while her brother Aid, 
Which they; foppoſed- would not be above four month 
-- and then they were to return together. The count for 
ume time recejyed. leyers from, them both: but though. 
_ the, buſineſs, Which cauſed, their journey was -finiſhy | 
ed at the expiration of the four. months, hey did not by. 
amy means ſeem inslined, to: return to Halyz, and, in 2 
line while, after, their , comeſpondence: dropned:;:. for 
_ though letters. mes cominually. fent to theme no anfwers 
> he received. n * oy 4 2 
3% This gaze: the. count Seat alarms and he wrote: to 2: 
principal, perſop. pear. she place, concerning them-,- In a2 
little time he . received ,information that e 2 
mar with a young lady, fram the conv off 7e 
|, head. 12s 1920009 «OR EPA EIS 
Wem, as well es, chef ſervant, whaſtopped with Fereival in 
+, France: be concluded-wich dayiagedhe-rigeſ ſearch was 
making after chem. as ii was ſuppoſed the young lady. had 
Poiſoned her fifter, who vas placed in tha conyent- with 
her, had taken, the white veil. and was found dead in her | 
* the morning after her departure. x, Ow anten inn 
This news, fignor, Was like a thund erholt tothe, 
cant: . hd 0 ee. ern 
ieee From | 
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—_ ren lber Wnt in about . 
laid” up with a violent fever!” Count D'Ollifont; bis 6. 
- pliew, was ſent for. Here Percival. trembled : he knew | 
P'Olliforit to Ve his enemy. The min continued. He 
attended his uncle with the greateſt tenderneſs, infomuch, I 
that he recovered enough to fit up for a. few hours every 0 
day, and difpaiched him, to find ſome intellitence of his. 
children : he accordingly fet oft for France,” but” retwnel, 
at the end of the ſecond day, with a letter Which he e- 
quainted his uncle was given him on the road by weten. 
a ger, ſent from France for that purpoſe ;' ig came "from a | 
friend of his who reſided- there; and/acquainted him that 
| both fignor and Gignora Maſerini were no-more ; that the 
former had fallen in à duel with an officer of the guards," 
who was going to ſecure them; and. that the latter Wis: 
| ſeized with a violent grief; which turned her brain, and the- 
had found means to poiſon herſelf, unknown to thoſe whs 
had the care of her; that lady Clementina' was placed. iu 
tze Baftile, till it was ſettled what puniſbment he ſhould 
ſuffer 3 but that ſhe was not married to fignor Maſerin l. 
This news cauſed” a relapſe in the old gentleman's difore | 
der. Nor was it he alone who ſuffered : every doimaitle * : 
| of his kouſchold, ſignor, ſhe tears for the leſs oft w/). am 
able children, Who were never known to zive a tender | 
2222 exvipt WI GET WEE =_ 
that coſt them their lives.. R 
« Would it had! repeted dees, . casts nen OY 
That ever L Med haye lived to have ſeen this day. 
The woman was too much employed in cooking her huf- . 
band's dinner, and the huſband tos much taken up in ati. 
ing it, and telling the Rory, to take any particular- notice © | 
of him: or elſe the inward workings of his ſoul might -. 
ny have been obſerved. The man continued | 


1 
* 


— 


4 5 3+ | engt —— N FE : 
erer ld cf now grow conſiderably worſe d bie 
| Albylicians, gave him over, and, in about @ week, aſter his 
wants, he died of a broken heat: When heqheatd of he 
5 rn ſervants were 
Met mourning, end a gentesl legacy; old Abſalom a 
4 | ee allowance fot: liſe ; his tenants. a gwelye- 
Month's tent except which, and a fem other legacies, he 
| Heguenthed the. whole of his fortune to count p; Outer. 
83 he eſtates. Is Graſyille Abbey, which has be 
ter finer the dgath of count, Maſerini; nor hys — 
de turning heoy mmaved-”.. ' $83 nt t ten In- q ans” | 

i How happened that, my friend OY of WES Jo Peel, 

„Akne abt, your honour 5 bat folks fay , Araage 
Was- ien there: bas. been-foul- plays: and that the place 
- Iavated by the father and his childreng but it is known. 
for certain, that;count. D'Olhtont intended to:fleep! there 
mne nh of his uncle funeral, but could not reſt : f he 
- Rarted. up about midnight, left the place with his ſervants 
edu, and che next week returned to- Spain, where he 
ns ſent for a1 the time his uncle was taken ill.“. 
Signor Maſerini inquired if he himſelf had ever fern any 
mog at the abbey to genfiem the reports of its being haudt- 
A, and haw he eme to be ſo particulatly atquainted with 
ute a mirs relative toi its late inhabitants. 
Why by ald Auſalom the fleturd, fignor,”* anſwered 
tte man. He lived juſt by here, but did not long furruue 
Mis old maſter 3 and as to ſceing any thing; as your honour 
dane inner! fay 1 ever did ;« but Dorothy once: ſaid 
dee lehnt one night paſs ſeverat of the caſements in 
S N 7 me RR: bene 

h of. t*: S 0 "63 des Ty 

iy f #86 15 LAT way to * thetafias of the abbey ** 
None, fignor ; each of the gates is well locked, barred 
* bolted ; and the windows are all faſtcned. ein 
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: e further converfütlon the man's dmher-Uu, 

. was expired. Signor Maſerini rewarde4"him for this trows 

{Wt thin with u hervy Heart mounted his horfe add 

es 53'S 490 116 Nerz Ae Wee 
V 1 2 — — infth 1 it "FN 34 
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r * - 33/7 Alt een e 
Y ' HEN the iron — 1 adverſity falls ſuddenly upon 
us, and misfortunds of the moſt diftrefſing nature ugexpec». 
ly darken our future proſpects, ſurpriſe for a little: time 
gets the better of our feelings; amazement and, dee, 
gain ſuch an (RICO SUNEE. Over Our intelleQs, that, in +... 
| relation. of our griefs,, we forget for ſome time. the el 
and cauſe of thein: while we. liften with attention to We. 

mie nent ga of the eee My; a IR 
occaſioned. 5 1 

eee this Nato mbile-the Es. | 
related te him the account of his father, aud the. villainy, of 
count D'Ollifont. , His .aftonichment, was, ſo greaty, that 
the death of the formers, and the total loſs, of his fortunes} 
were entirely forgotten, and. he, thought ouly, on. the talſe- 
+ Hovd his couſin, had propagated. . He left the cottage ; his, 
| horſe took his own, courſe for ſome time ; not did he per- 
ceive he was entering by degrees into a thick woods till. . 
ſome trees obſtructed his way ; he leaped. from his horſes) 
and [threw himſelf on the; Sound the thoughts, of his 
 fituation now flaſhed on his memory, and the Joſs. of: his, 
father he regretted with the moſt ſincere. grief. The impo- 
- irion which had been, put in praQice to deprive him and: 
. aner of their ene excited both his furpriſe and 
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ety . hot, the ae motions o. — 
drove him to a ate of diſtraction. ll „ 
. be remained for near two. hours, till 
harraſſed through diſtreſs and fatigue, he fell into a ſlum- 
der.  Horrid dreams diſturbed him, and his Neep, was 
Wech uneaſy. and Aiſagreeable; yet he remained. in this 
Ate of forgettulneſs till it was nearly dark: he ſtarted up 
dd mounted his bofſe, which had not moved from kis 
"oY ade he remembered he had promiſed Clementine and his 
ner to be at home early in_the evening; but that would 
do be impoſſible, as the wood was intricate, nor was be 
acquainted with the way out. He wandercd about in 
ſearch ofthe right path for near two hours, but was unſuc- 
cal, till chanee led him to the direct track: he follow- 
© eli and in 4 little time found himſelf <lear of the laby- 
inh. He was very ill, and hardly able to ride; the cold 
had ſeized him by being ſo long in the open air; he, how- - 
a reer ee 
5 before the gates of Graſville Abbey. 
The night was very dark, the thunder rolled at a dig. 
taiices/and faint flaſhes of lightning followed one after no- 
_ ther with confiderable quickneſs ; he ſtopped once more 
TY te look nt the place where he had ſpent ſo many happy 
| Juvenile hours, and where he had that day hoped to have 
Veen received with cordiality and tenderneſs. He had er- 
petieneed the reverſe ; he had found his father was no 
more, nud that he hae been duped out of his Tight by on 
| „ 120, e ee eee 
ſuppoſed; by thoſs of friendſhip. © * 
dee ee 
ſtructure, evety part of which ſeemed deſerted; a gloomy | 7 
Killndfs reigned: through the heavy pile, nor was the I 
Ann filence broke but by the bird of night, which had 
. nin 1 2 ö taken 


ves, 
45 
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22 


Tho kan et the, place belog haunted now ee 


imagination. _ RENE} "Fl 
. Would to heaven, abe „ e N 


was unh that I micht be berief to oonverſo, nays o 
20 ſee, the ſpirit of my fire! ſurely he would ———_— - 


clap of thunder. Though he was iruck ſilent, his eye was 
nin tixed on the abbey 3 the noiſe of the thunder Had not 


heard at the other part of the'builling ; it emed Mr the- 
of armour, and continued for ſome little time. 


tinued locking on the place. n was by the weft tower 
_ he recolleted the account he had heard of the Iight being 


. the very part of the welt tower the woman had defcribes. 
His ſituation may be more eafily imagined than defcriddd * 


it might de fancy; but he was thoroughly convinced, | 


when a ſtronger light appeared in the ſame place a tew mi. 
nutes afterwards, but diſappeared in an inſtznt. Ke 


nerve was ſtiffened with hotror ; he ſtill drew nearer that _ | 
part of. the abbey ; five minutes had not elapſed before | 
the light again appeared in the ſame place, he now plains , 
iy perceived a figure paſs, bearing a lamp; it vaniſhed, as 


Font and dark, 
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Here he was interrupted by a Rong flaſh of lightning, 
which darted right on his face, and was followed by a lo 5 


died away above three minutes before a violent"craſh was | 


Signor Maſerini was ſtruck with aRtoniſhment ; bortbr 
and expeRation ſcized him at the ſame moment ; he tun- 
ed his horſe round, and rode te the ſide whence the noife 
| ſeemed to proceed ; all again was filent, yet he Mill con- 


ſeen there. At the moment he was thivkling, on this tw - 
cumſtance, a faint glimmering paſſed a ſail Wement in” | 


chick #3 the fofmer light kad; Cone, * all . 6 


He was a perfe& ftatue with aſtonihment; ſtill he thought © 


. 8 8 
— Wes | . — . 


— 


5 GRASVILLE Ar. 
7 6 2 
* NE WN widths i up to the kf dts pitch; 
© the galloped round to the front gates, alighted, and in Vain 
enero enter the abbey ; every entrance was firongly 
_ Wſtened is brain was difordered, and | he fill continued 
7 40 force 1 the doors.; but, alter a long time, flnddaß his ex- 


— 


ertious all in wap, he again mounted his herle and rode 


e * K 
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a5; faſt as poivle towards his own home. | oc Dad 
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onA Maferini waited "with in Rane 
ef ber brother; the wiſhed much to a "father's 


health, and Lig \ what manner | "he received "the account "of 
| Hey. por i Clamentina leſs andes; ; hot — 
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En, the day. Ni ight approached, and the time when 
cer Maſefioi promiſed to be at home ecpired® "Nis fa 
K might have detained him „ Teveral circamifiaiices 1 might 
wwe we happened | to make him later. With theſe thoughts 
i in ſame meaſure fati: ed themſelres till it grew late; 
tbey were then exceeditigly unhappy at not ſeeing him: 
the roads he had to come were often infefted by banditti. 
A little while after midnight," 4 loud rap was heard at 
g the door : Edward fle to open it ; neither 'Siſera nor 
Clemontina "could aſk who it was, before fignor Maſerini 
Rood before them: "His appearance for à moment ſcruck 
them motionleſs with ſorpriſo; nor was it to be wondered 
_ at: the diſorder of his dreſs, and the wag” if 
4 ed from his eyes, made his figure altogether horrible | 
How does my father d aſked his ſiſter C, 5 | 
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ſera, aſk the ang is in heaven 1 carne * 
Ae + the cfjed, and bu inte tears” „ ty farbe us 
155 1 "know tr"'vf fu th " RH6gE a 


leere 8 ie 25 bete. nee beer 64 da 


ou give t: to my q 
1 are Tight, kala "DE out talher Ras paid the 
debr oy r of 18! v6 eee own Hub | 

118 "med nes tather more compoſed Jet complalned "BR 
of violent pains in kis head: [and Habe. Signora Meeri N 
giicved much for the ton of Het tier +" e wüde get to 


21424 


further Hatollhfence from her” brother $ ; azo darts; which” 
was very incohy hereat and AiMciilc 10 be underficod, but fir 
be 5 was No more, and | they were duped e out of” theif 
right ; bu t.by "whom, « and itt what — te cod not 
poſſibly dad out. He talked inueh of at F appearatice hs 
tad gen io the abboy 3 "but they looked upon vans 
cet difordared brain.” 3 e | oy yl: 
| The, 1 morni ; found, mim At iareffed. Ligier 
4 3 | high fover — 5 and quite deltricus, Ris Meer 
i amen Ang, and "Clemenitns very Title better; the 
: former imm * k ely "font for ap by fician who itved View) 
and had always attended” til Et che hoped from 
him . . receiye ſo ſome "intelligence concernivg der Ribes 
affairs, which the "Ny k vation of ber bro! for preVeiſted* Aim 


from communicating, " Edveard was Aitpatcked art” 
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conducted by Edward to fignora Maſerini : he informed 
her that h woes ſappoſeds by all who knew therm, that 
both he and her brother had been dead ſome time 3, 
| he alſo confirmed. the news of her father's.death;, the 
would not, however, detain him to relate to. her how ſuch a 


— 8 report · had been ſpreads tif he had firſt ſeen her brother t 


| he had ſore knowledge of the phy ſician, yet every avſwer 


5; denn te their queſtions, proved him ig a Rate of infa · 
h + Clementiag and Sifera anxiouſly inquired. the gentle- 


man s opinion; he told them he bad b very violent ſever, 


| 3 ES | and, nme verf alarming ſymptorns ; nor could he give any 


| ſatisfaQtery. anſwer concerning what mighs be the iſſue of 
| his diforder 2 he however aſſured thay be wands Go of bs 
8 . ic * 
They both returned him 3 Siſera- | 
e how the report concerning their death 
/ "ou be believed; and the particulars of her father's diſ-- 
folution, as the ſuppoſed he attended him in his Hlaeſs. 
ne anſwered in the affirmative, and related to her cad 
the ſame train, of circumſtances which the huſbandman. 
had before communicated to her brother. Clementina was. 
in ne room at the ſame time he mentioned the account of 
der having beon ſuppoſed to poiſon her ſiſter "hy 
Her fituation is more eaſily conceived than deſerided : 
that the ſhould be ſuſpeRted to murder a fiſter whom the ſo 
dearly lovgd, and whoſe death the ſo much regretted—the 
Iden was almoſt too horrid for her to ſupport. An illneſs 
of ſome days followed the ſudden ſhock ſhe felt at the phy- 
 fician's recital ;- for- though no proof could have been 
brought to confirm fo terrible a charge, yet ſhe ſhuddered 
Eero es oor ng no err ayer] | 
 ocealioned her. —_— 
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| 2 0 u eres his talking ſo much about the light, ns 
rrance in the e was, : 0 00 occaſioned by the 1 135 ** 

eee nen 

"New difficulties now perplexed them: a week 5 re 

ed, and no ſigns of amendinent appevred/in 6ignor Maſers | 

"Wo diforder ; yet all their money was nearly exhauſted: = 

this dilemma they reſolved” to apply to the 1 | 

1 jent them. 35 much. as they, 2 nd 

If at any time bey ſhould wu mores _ 1 . 

ſpeak, and he would accommodate them... TITS 

la about a month. or Maſerlni began to aer forthe - 


better; he talked more raxjonally; * and by degrees gain 
Arengrh © is fx weeks he u was able to | leave the root, and 
| foon after, by ine due and and judgment nent of the Ates. 
8 found | himſelf: nearly as well a acer. Yiefrewrned' ius e 9 
man a thouſand thagks for bl. care. and fri ondhij, and 3 
hoped it would ſoon ve in his: power to repay. him the fam *S 
he had lent them : ne ally begged him 4s. couradidh "hs 


mach 25 poſſible, the ſcandalous report his c had pro 


„ 


; _pagateds and make it known that he now intended 10 live - 
by the praftice of his panel. The phy bela paomiled | | : 
comply with his withes, and alfäred him he SIE <q 
er beat happy to ſerve him i in any felped.. n 
Signor Ma fen paid a vilit. 20-4he old; d uncle; at "TI" * 
death he was tö reoeive the-fortune before mentioned jo Ns 
"he was aſtoniſhed” at | the Echt of think; ralisd a unt 
'D!ilifont for His Wenn, and. ent. the grout op a » a 
| belt his nepham.” FRO mY: tC god 142 Hated i $28: 4 Id 
Percival now began do apply bimfetf tockis profefiah 3. 
he was ſooit. known, but received with coldneſs by thoſe : 
Who once called- themſelves his friends 3 his ablluies 8 
however, gained him patrons, and his induſtry preſerved <2 
us. = was in a little time able to ie 
? 3 3 74267 1 


1 7 2 7 * 
* 1 
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nn " JedGris ur. 
de the pon dehn. and found he could earn not oulj 8 

fortable but a genteel proviſion. | He determined, however, - 

Ws to-rettieve ſome part of his father's fortune, et 
reſolved net to a ralhiy, but proceed by a due courſe of 

"aw. In the firſt place, he wiſhed much to ſee the infide 

of the abbey : this took up a great deal of time; he was 

near three months before he could get a ſanftion to enter 

it: be had then to fend to Spain for the keys, as count 

. D'Ollifont had them in kis poſſeſſion, would he give 
8 them), up without great trouble ; in ſhort, it was near fix 
s befare he could gratily his wiſhes, of once more 

{ecing the invite of Graffille Abbey. Fhe light and figure 
he had feen.in the welt tower continually haunted his ima- 
Fasten; and though by was not by any means ſupertti- 
ties, yet many diſagreeable ideas ſerved to;perplex him: 
den however, never mentioned the circumſtance to any one 

Lace" the recovery of his reaſon ;_ not even to his wife or 
"Alle; as he naturally fuppoſed it would prey upon their 
pinie, and make them fearful of ſeaiching the abbey, 

Which he was determined to. do alone, Having got the 
N zee the day. was fixed. for his departure, Clementina. 
_ and Sifera wiſhed much to accompany him ;. he begged 
them got, as he knew. it would hurt his ſiſter exiremely, 
to enter the family. manſioy,. under their prefent circum- 
| dune, and could give no pleaſire to th farmer. He ac-- 
 ,cordingly ſet off, attended by Edward ; they were detsiu- 
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The Sis 85 . 


eon bannt de . | 
thin ahh vet curiolity prompted him to/take aviewet 
the weſt tower. He accordingly diſmounted, and told 
Edward to hold his Hofſe at the fron gates, while he wilk- b. & 
ed round the abbey: | Having artised at that part white 
he had before ſeth the figure and the light, he ſtood ſore 
time obſerving the window,” when a faint glimmeriog paf- 
| ſed a ſmall caſement a little - ahove. it. He EO 
might be faney, yet in about two minutes f again; ; 
His reſolution was now fixed; hp reſolvell to . Ns 
bey directly: having returned to Edward, without b.] 6 ,, 
auen im mae, da; whine enn 3 8 
immediately. 5 ee 
1 The poor follow was aſtnitied; and ahuratly bpb 
is maſter's Was again atfected. r For heaveit's | 
fake, fig,” aid he, «do not attempt is cath gh Wen 
menen and in the dark. I 
our light, Edward,“ returned his — mY 
= therefote open the gates without delay. 
The man, reluctantly produced the keys: Was og 

| peas roquleed to. turn the Jock; it however, * 

_ te time, yielded to force, and they E e 
the large paved count. - Edward faſtened the horfes o the 
| aulſde; at the front doors. ey were again detdined oh 
"account of the being ruſty; but after a- little P 
trouble they opened them, and diſcorered thi la, ge hull or. 
entrance of the gbbey *+ it, was ſupportec by bölumna * 
dhe ancient and arched dir in the ry.» & 
4 ut the farther end were a pair of heavy folding doors; 
T1 3 rute nin 


| | * tien; fer they found the. viddu ua * that t time were : 
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ee gk, 
a flight of ſtone ſtairs, e 
rooms on both dae: of the building. 4 b 


2 Crafvilte- Abbey was an ancient act re, and bad; in.. 


> Amt times,. been, 2. Place of religious worthip,, - geche 
Wenke. at à tige when Italy was involved in_war, — 
Shamfelyes concoaled. in this place. on account of atrocious 
Ames they had gomminted aguipR the Rate, by, Saas 
N enelpondencg with de enemies of. their cen . 


33 Sn. 


ee ol diſcovered 2 due Vin fecreted pi 

neben part, of the. abhey, while his companions 103 
5 feed the moi ſergre punithment that could Poſhbl "be in- 
Aided anthems... Their on 97 the 


ly aim.. Was 3 bor e de roy the 


2 Surviving ode 3 they. a acegrdingly Found went ta "mix a "i 
data quantity of poiſon ig e which 3 — 


led, and which they gbſerved he pirtook e of overy day. 
The ſcheme: tucceeded, and he foll a ſacrifice. wt their in . 


8 rer euched. He. died, however , to that part whace he . 
aſually refideds: for bis. bedr vag not . ih many ; 
Fr 
Als me. s.. 45 dur?” ao 10 
The late ggunt Maſerini's father. rechen the eſtate : 
Juſt before ©, his. marriage, and had the. 'whole.o of the Int nat 
part-repaired ; From. him it deſoended 1 to his fon, WhO re- 
Alec in it the remainder] of His Jite.. Ko ieee 
—% pia ialy perecived hies had been moved 2205 the hajl, « as ; 
_— nile | fo in the fame order as if if. Ts place was: 12 
Wes, and ls Tacher- ll the eff of it; but the | 
_ of te furniture, plain told | it bag deen taken = 
=* jo Rot: Hy pegay tp aktnd thoſe.fairs . 
| Which Jed. to the, ye Pate. bf Ye 
9 - Sfwagd fallow 419041 7755 7, aher bs l little b | 
Tre ls N . . dea e below | 
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ee The das bogtod of him with. 
tears," not to go alone. Signor Maſerini was pleaſed with 
this mark of his fidelity, and haſtily replied—« However | 
range? Edward, my conduct may appear to you-at this 
time, believe me, I have the moſt weighty reaſons to juſtify 
m behaviour : and; if  live- toreturny you ſhall, * 
_ quiinted wir them. nl. N tr ff Oe. 
+ Hs theo! ran up c-. e n ee 
weer ſeen again. £ 14+: £6.38 $0). 4554 2.094 BT! Nr 6 
" "Edward" C 
_ there was n myſtery in his wonds and looks, which, plainly 
told all was not right. He heard. him aſcend the Rairs, fir 
ſore time, till the ſound of his footſteps died away, and all 
again ſilent: he then walked fl owly acrafy. the court . 
2 himſelf under the portico; the night was pot - 2 | 
© by any means cold i he therefare choſe that place- io pre- 5 'L 
ference to the infide of the abbey, as he was near tha horſes, 
Sleep ia 4 mort time overpawered him,, and he dd gt 
wake till two in the morning: he thought it range lx 
maſter was not returned, but waited .another hour, wit 
| ſome degree ot impatience ; at the expiration of it mes 
ſeriouſly alarmed ; yet to enter the abbey without a lights 
would be madneſs ; e n n hg 
da- break. 9683 een 8 eo 
| Baan had heard of the Weh: belng haunted, N 
always laughed at the idea ; his natural courage and inte- 
pidity forbid his be lie ying ſuch fabulous reports: the only i: 
reaſon he could alledge for his maſter's Ray, Was, that th > "i 
wind might have blown out the lamp when he was at ſome i 
iatricate part of the building ; and in that cafe it Would * | 
- have been impoſlible for him to have found his way backs 
there being ſeveral ſuites of apartments. which. were never - | 
inhabited inthe count's life-time, and which Senor Mate- 
5 1 . 
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{As ſoon; £an-ie.was light. he PIE 
aſcended..thoſs, Rais which, his maſter bad dang, hefgre; 
he-tollowed the marks of his feet up a conſiderable height. 
and then. traeed thera, through. ſeveral rom that lee to, the 
wen tower: one of, theſe... which. was rather larger than, 
' the others, was-covered with: foo tſleps of: dilfereat ſizes 
and in one part of it lay the picture of Clememina, which, 
gar Mazerini always wore, next his hears; | theribband 
to which it was tied ſeemed as if it had bern dn by forces, 
etz nor any figns-of their hawintz been gpened . 
dard was aſtoniſhed ʒ he almoſt ſuppoſen: himſelf. in a 
dream yet every objed realized the ſcene. Ne knew not 
m what manner to aQ ;. to Rep any longer. in the aber 
was of no uſe; yet to whom was ha 40 appiy i—He 88 
bott refolyed to zo immediately. to the phyſiciany and re- 
late ro bim the citeumſtance, as he would be the propereff 
| perſon to adviſe-with concerning thoſe. meaſuremthey ought = 
to take relative io tor Maſerini's diſappearance as. well | 
a3 in what manner they ou, * n 
GOT arte - 4 i be rot 
©" Edward taok upthe pictures and placed It carefully in | 
his pocket; he then deſcended the ftair-caſe,, and coe 
we doors after him i but determined. to lock neither them 
nor the ourfide gates. Having placed his maſter's. horſe 
| la one ef the Rables belonging ta the abbey, and mounting 

| his een. ——— ſpeed towards dhe 
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ben mana ict at the endl ct hls Jobetey: 100. 

few hours. Fortunately, the good mam was at home, and 2 
priſe; he by no means approved of either the wife or ſiſe 
ter being in formed of this dreaũ ful news, till it was ä 
tally-confirmed ; - and having, from the ſervant's. accounts © 
obtained two officers of the '<iyil power to thoroughly 
ſearch-the building} he fefblved tb attend them himfelf ; 
hep tpn re ſpray me than' thre hours . Dae, a * 
Arrival. N 

. veheld-ara 4. . 
tence ihe lofty towers of the adbey ; - they were ine - 

| fore obliged" defer their WE OE 

ing. Af fr $5) * rt 4 
Neither Clementina a ee Ble db 

rinl's fetura till the evening following the day he left hs 
lodgings. Edward, therefore, informed the phyficiag”” _ '» 
they would not-he-unhappy though they thould receive ns 
intelligence from them. As ſoon avit was light they « j x ow 

| tered the abbey,” attended by u workman who was able to 1 
remove any kind of intricate wood work which might tend) * 1 0 | 


* 


to a diſcovery. They firſt examined all ho 
that led to the weft tower; and which, by die Manke of 74 


| ſoottlepe, Seeined us if Ggnor Maſerini had erdſſed Ae 
rhey plainly perceived the Tpots of blood, va cans he Fox. 
ver no other mark or clue 10 their wiſhes; in;thzhbt &f mE 
rooms. They then fearched each part on net the" 
building: hut their diligence ptoved unſucceſsful :_ in 

ſhort, every receſs of the abbey was looked inte with. ah; . 
| 3 vet not the leaſt fg. could be * 
> | . 


4 "= 6.5 * 
3 | Mn 
N * g * 
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5 place. except the ſoorſieps ' and the blood. They were all 
at a loſs what to ſuppoſe ; and about evening they finiſhed 
| their eaten, and left the abbey more perplexed than when 
they entered it. | Edward took his maſter's Horſe from the 
able, and mut the gates, but determined FT them, 
as before, unlocked. EY * 

Alter u hafty meal, W 1 1 two officers n ka- 
Ward, fet off for the Former”s habitation : it was very late 
"Heidi thay av ; "the men were liberally reward - 
_ ed for their trouble. Edward then conſulted what me- 
thod would: de the-moſt prudent, to inform the ladies of 
this mourrful event; the old gentleman undertook him- 
felf the diſagreeabte office of coramutiicating/it to them the 
bent morning; it was therefore agreed that he ſhould re- 
maln at his houſe till the affair was over. They then took 
leave for the night, the one grieved for the foſs of his 
_ Young friend, whom he had loved and admired from his 
Infancy ; the other for en an + N 
en and ſerved from his cradle. 

To deſcribe the Muation of c and une 
thi phyſician's revital, though he related the dreadful eir- 
cumſtance by degrees, and with the utmoſt caution, would 
beggar deſcription ; it will therefore” be neceſſary to draw 
a veil over this-aff-Qing ſcene; and ſuffice it to ſays their 
trief was Mitte ſhort of diſtraQion-- The ex:raordinery 

BE manner of Ognor Maſerini's diſappearagce lefi room for the 
. 85 | , moſt horrid ſuppoſitions, whilſt - the faint hope which the 
FP 8 uocertginty of his diſfolution inſpired, ſerved to make each 
cruel idea more terrible and laſting. Clementina's fitua- 
tion was, if poſſible, more dreadtul than her fiſter's, ns. the | 
das in a ſtrange country, and ſome time gone with chiid- 
N — ä and dene 


o > —- 


4 that ml « Mets 7 ſhould deer wautt, 0 

friend. 

The wonderful —_ of fgnor Maſerini's bad 

was ſoon ſpread over the country.  Graſville Abbey was 

now become a place of much greater terror than before, * 

thoſe ſuſpicions of its being haunted ſeemed in all proba- | 

bility to be confirmed; none of the peaſants would go near 2 

it after dark ; in ſnort, e | 2 

FEC 

died ; the fortune now devolved to his fiſter: a more luck 

circumſtance could not have happened, as ſhe would have it 

in her power to ſupport Clementina and herſelf in a gen- 

teel and comfortable manner, without remaining under the 

leaſt obligation to any one in point of pecuniary aid; and 

the phyfician undertook to ſettle thoſe affairs relative oy 

the old gentleman's death. we 
. In a little time, as tblas. was completed, jad he 1 

found herſelf in poſſe mon of not only a moderate, but f- if 

auent income. Signora Maſerini now determined “ 

make the life of her fſter - in · lau as agreeable as polſiblez 

ſhe knew that Clementina wiſhed much. to return to her # 

own country ; nor had Siſera any deſire to remain in Italy, i 
Where every object reminded her of her late misfortunes ; 72 | 

the therefore reſolved, after Clementina was brought to 

bed, to conſult if ſome method could not be taken to clear 

her innocence in reſpeR to Felicia's death, and a reconcilis 

tion bronght about with the lady abbeſs, ſo that they , 

could, without impropricty, refide totally in France. * 2 hs 

- Clementinia was delivered of twins, a bay and girl. 

For ſome time her life was deſpaired of, although the judg- 

ment of the phyſician and the tenderneſs of Siſers were 

bed. + 

ITE RES f "3 F "3". 2 the * 


HOY | ® | 


* . eee. out 
danger. * 
" Sighora Material now | iefalved to s the dodor· + XY 
cencerniuz their appearance in France. He offered to go 
ue, to the canvent of N and, if paiſible, to fettle 

— with her ladyfnp thoſe ditagtseuble clone that 
© had cauſet her Uiſpleaſure! |» 19 

BE - Sifera returned him many thanks, and 1 his 

wil aſſiſtance. They, however, reſolved. to let Cle- 


a know nothing of it, till the buſineſs was finiſhed: 

| an excuſe was therefore made for his leaving Italy, and his 

Journey to France nid to be on account of family affairs, 
which he had to trarifaQ in that country —Ho was fo fortu- 

Bate Is to return in very Mort times with the agroeable 

ſatdiligedce; that Clemeutina's character was ontitely clear- 

ed, teſpecting her ſifter's death, and all their affairs ſertled 

at the convent, in an amicable manner.— This gave Cle- 

Wentina; as much pleature a8 ĩt was. pofſible for ber to enjoy 3 
every thing was ready in a few weeks; the parting with 

the pbyfician was affecting on both - fides ; 0 ſpeak of 

their obligations to him would, they Knew, be the only 

ay to make him repent of his goodneſs :—they were there- 

PS. fore necefftated 5 a eee as. An 
"2M Gt was ee Wel eee 

725 2850 every thing made ready for their reception. In this 
> Nate they lived Ter. fome pere and enjoyed +5 much happi- 
8 muſtered. would neriat = Phe clilldron were nie rbb 

2 care; they ſerved in ſome degree io diſpel that melancholy 
which had taken fo deep a root W 
e e, 1 | 


— + o 
1 b 


7 * et, 
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— n 16 their eee cnc 

the graQual and fo w decay. of the external OL ONE 
taken no nat ies of by its owner, while fear ang. ſagerRitian 
prevented any iaterruption from thoſe who, agg Ave 
it.—Count D'Ollifont continued but a ſhory time;in Spap 
after the keys were returned: he made a tour ty Englapgs | 
andy as it. was ſuppaſedy intended to fettle there... ns 
About twelve years elapſed, and nothing particular hape 
pened-to diſtreſs ſignora Maſerini or her , ſiſfer-in- law, off 
copt tho death of the phyſician and, Edward , when, the 
former was taken ill with a violent fevet. and lived but g 
week z during that time ſhe wis delicious, but bad, Þeſors | 
ſettled her affairs in ſuch a nne, 48 10 leave Chememting £ 
tho chief part of her ſotun e,. CULT et $ 
AMAfred and Matilda were now obliged to exert.their- chiſ- e 
diſh abilities, t comfort their mother for; the loſs; of her 
only fm end the had often made repeated ſolicitations to be 

admitted de her father's favour ; but the, marguis was _ 
obſtinate, and complained of her elspement from the ean- ' 
vent, as an excuſe for his cruelty, —Harywhole atjemign ; 


was, therefore, paid | to her children; and through a fond. 
yet miſtaken norton; e pee her income, by giving 
them an education far ſuperior to any fituation in life he 
could ever hope i procurþ;the@ ; 'they{Eiwever, rewarded _ 
her love in the tenderneſs of thejr pep towgrds hor, au 


the quicknefs of their capacity in receiving 1 * 
that were Jivetf the mum... 


Alfred #rbady noed N wi for the army; * His eth, 
determine. Boe te "chick ki thetinartons, though the lM 
dreaded the dinyers he might be expoſet* 10 r =ſhe wen ö 
fore purchaſed a commiſſton for him, and he ſoon after de- 
Perted for Flanders, where the regiment was Rarionballh). | "7 
4 — Maſeriai had never informed heychildran gf the. * 
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bande it mir impreſb their young minds with 8 Fra 
: fer which might caft « gloom over the brighter ſcenes of 

© Be; They ere therefore always taught to believe figuor 
Maſerini was killed by a fall from his horſe, when hune- 


ing; nor was there any probability to ſuppoſe the real 
eauſs would ever be difcovered to them, as neither 
Cirwentina nor Sifera had laformed any one » OO 


. 266 1 ns EG bits 
Maſerial was taken ill; for ſome time it was thought only 
| I fight Uiforder, but afterwards confirmed to be dange- 
your.—The moſt eminent phyficians were procured ; but 
their exertions prored fruitleſs. — She now wiſhed to com- 
| unicate'to het fon that which the had ſo Rtudiouſly kept 
Hom him ; the determined, however, not to relate it to 
- Matildh, as the furpriſe and ſhock would be too great for 

| Key this cauſed madame Maferini to wiſh ſo much to ſee 
e which was defore mentioned; be did not, howerer, 
3 | | 7 
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ee of bs RYH — .- the . 

To gueſt et right and wrong, the twinkling lamp. 

» Of wand'ring life, that winks and wakes by turns, 

i ing the follower, reins ore and Piiving. 
X does 

1 is one 5 virtues appertuln· 


* A upon dh ney h 
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eee 1 mana, 
mag. He who Jabours under the laſh ot adverſity, | 


be pleaſing/to the Supreme Reiag, while n 
univerſully admited by his follow eres fureg . 152 
This was Altred's argument 10 his lle, tit 
N her do moderate her grief, and look upon him 
not only as a brother, but 25 a guardian-anct projedior.” be 
They both had juft entered their twentieth c. e 
fred was ins ie perſon handlome and mably ; Matilda - 
decutifut and delicste. The forner's diſpoſition. was 
generous and nobte, his temper rather impetvous 3 yot hs. 
was 21 ways ready to forgive : there was, however, a kind 
0 f. hautziuy pride in his chafaGer; which would fometirges. 
can a ſhade over his other virtues. | Amn 
Martida des, asses th s MgheE de pe 0 80 U 
ſ-ription of her qualifications would. be neaxlefs, Shen w# 
ſay ne was every thing:.a fond and tender parent could 5 
wich her 10 be. It was net 1ill jolt before they retired'ts , 
rey that Matilda recolieHed the paper her mother Rad 
wrote on: — ade eforitoidh/ahit iba hiud Wt - 
brother, who: wiſhed to read it alone. and. promiſed to in- 
fora his fiſtor of the contents the next;morning.' A foon . 
a de entered his chamber he-eagerly opeyed ity 0 read 
th>almoft —_— words of his dyiag mother: — 
e ee | 
$254 740.09: Arn Mains, 23 42 ; 


” 


F dee l epen fron this ſtate of ebe e am + | 
numbered with the dead, I would with to form: youu ny . 
dear ſon, of a elteumſtance that lies heavy at my Heart: 

Phe pains of death encompaſs me ; yet H wilt, if pemdle, 
4 acquaint you that your father died not in that mand 96h - 
Wy Wars © nds to beliere ov btered S * 
; | W "$60 wg! 
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ey with an intent to ſearch the. building and from that 

al period was never-heard.of more - Heaven forgive 
| if] judge. mronghully, or condemn the innocent ! but, 
— though I have never communicated my ſuſpicions to any 
one, yet L have the ſtrongeſt reaſons to ſuppoſe tho chief 
perſon concerned in this horrid affair was ————_ 
| Cn OO EE Wnt <p oe: 
ber pen, and expired. - 
Alfred was-almoſt petriies with intend dae- 
"207; - the fatal name, ſo near being known, was not yet re- 
vealed; his mother's ſenſes might at the time be deran- 
ged z but this idea entirely yanubed, when he conſidered 
how much ſhe had wiſhed to ſee him, on account of relat- 
int a circumſtance ſhe choſe ta cammuynicate te na other 
 perfon; He reſolved for the preſent to conceal this from 
His ſiſter; ſhe had already ſuifered enough by ber mo- 
ther's death: to inform her, therefore, of the contents of 
the writing, would only oceafion new ſorrow and diſtreſs, 
The next morning Matilda eagerly inquired the purgort 
of ker mother's letter: ſhe was ſhocked to fee him look ſo 
il}, but naturally ſuppoſed. he had not reſted well. Alfred 
told her it was a memorandum relative io her fortune, and 
other matters; but ſhe obſerved in him an uncommon 
Aitation the whole evening, yet fordore to inquire further, 
wmmough the was certain there was fore W ſecret 
be did not chooſe to divulge. 2 

Alfred gave orders for his mother's fimeral, 2nd had her 
kandfomely interred. He then conſulted with his . ſiſter 
in wet manner ſhe meant to proceed with the mall ſum 
the was now poſſeſſed of. Madame Maſerini had equally 
divided her fortune between them, but always particulaily 
_ recommended Matilda to her brother's care ; te therefore | 
* . * bis NI 
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come, — vikod ts fs her i foms gents a 
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Alfred, - after ſome perſunſions parc oY Wales be 
a write to the marquis of -* , their grandfarher, 
to inform him of his Aaughter's death, and her fituation. 


$he conſidered, as lady. Eleanor had been dead fome time. 


and his hopes concerning ber! marriage entirely at an end, 


that he might receive her with ſome degree ö tenderneſs, = 
rn 7 8 


3480 


Tune young ſoldier felt himſelf hurt, to write a better of 


ſupplication to_a man whe had behaved ſo inhumanly to 15 


his own daughter, and flightingly to himſelf and nter 
however, the idea of Matilda's welfare quenched thoſe 


* pride. which . before kindled in his do- 


ſom. — f 6 
About g/opek after males anteil Man he fear . 


wos following letter, in which might be obſerved a Kind of 


inward diſdain, not likely to move or gain upon the feel» | 
Yor 4 een Em. TER 


nr EL a #1} 


# From'Azzary Mortar tothe Manage af „ 25 


by „ My Lord, T4 i +4 4 if v3 ys i 
VV | 


well as common reſpet, commands me to acquaint- you 


with te death of my mother, I have taken the liberty to 


trouble your lordſhip with à letter, under the fonction oz 


communicating that information; although the diſpblu- 


non of a daughter whom. you have never ſeen, norperhaps _ 
heard of. for many years, may Ggnify but little 16-your 
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nut, If poſiibles:my: Jotds a more ſotuible rexfon urged: 
: P your patience ;- ir is to ſupplicate a fm 
mare of that favour and protefion for my ſiſter\ Matilda 
 Naferint, which her mother wut w unfortunate us never 
to receive. "Your letdſhip muſt naturally ſuppoſe my N 
| in life prevents me from affording her that attention. 
to neceſſary at her preſent age and fituation ; the ferrice 
of my country will in a very ſhort time call me to Flat. 
ders; otherwiſe, 1-ſhould glory to make it known to your 
T tordikip and the world, that I. 1 prove my ſelf her 
| | guardian and proteQor, "without: remaining under an obs. 
\  bgation'to'either relations'or Ties. 
Four lordikip, except myferf, in the Win- M 
wm has; it is, therefore, from you the' hopes to fad that 
countenance which will- prevent her being looked upon 
with contempt, and. conſequently, preſervs her from temp-- 
tations and infults ; tor, when parted from her brother; . 
. _  deſertol by her other relations, and forſien by tidle who. 
m ume of profperity and affluence catiea thetnfetves * 
_— friends, your lordſhip. muſt conſi der the will ſtand a fit 50 
al prey forwretches whoſe whole liſe is dedicated" fo 
me ſeduQtion of virtue, and the ruin of female innocence. 
he idea, my lord, almoſt drives me to magneſs3.yet 3 vor- 
rid thought will ſometimes intrude, that ſhe may. more thro? 
neceſſity than inclination . prove a diſgrace to her family. 
and -an/ everlaſting curſe to my happinefs. Were fuch 6 
_  ſaufſpicion-by any means well grounded, or even if Ih 
not the moſt perfe& conSidence in her virtue au honours 
ſhould vieſs that hand which. would ſtrike her te the 
| heart, and enjoy the moment when 1 bebeld her a 
ſeet a breathleſs cor , ee A | 
„The annuity left her by her mothers 3 
por of * waich | mean to. hy over FR 
wilt 
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A e M d that ts wilt be no'ait- 

grace to your lordihip,- I only with to pms a pee oh 

mitbon to refide with you 3 Her accompliſhments, man- 

ners an 1 behaviour are ſuch as no nobleman need be aſha-' 

med of; and, permit me to fay, my lord, her natural good 

nite wf teeth; an ra OI hy TIN eee r N 12 

her a comfort to your declining years. ad: 5 | 
's 1 hops your any will ae the parpory of ., 

ter into conſideration and that your loraſhip”s- opinion 

may coincide with the N 1 have made Ow 3 

filter, is the fiacere with ofs - 2 * $126 „ 1 
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This He he et ae and the 
meſſenger ordered to wait for an anſwer. He returned the 
next day, and delivered Alfred a ſmall packet, fealed ups + 
Matilda's heart beat high with expeQation ; ſhe eagerly , 
watched her brother's locke while be tead a 2 
which were written on the outſide paper ; but ſoon L 
e eee Gare wes bing he HADES: 5 
from the marquis. She faintly aſked what were the con- 
tents. —# Short and ctplicit!*” he anſwered ; white pride 
and contempt were viſible in his featurts— Read, (Tai 
he) and judge of it yourſelf, Matilda.“ ke threw I n 
the table ; the, trembling!.took|ſt ups doc * 
Nr 7" a0; 6h M. * $1.64 Loot” r,, boom. 
Os 4. OR RON 1 + x. : 

The marquis deteſted your mother: he has alſo-1he 
fame hatred againſt her childres. Your childich and te 
8 the . it Suſe, in; 
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ü sn lod i Ke. His orders — et this 
FF an 
e e - F 
A get ie tener mr tht — which was 
ineoſed iu this paper ?: V's 8998 
Med ſhowed it her; ener 
They had heard that à '\priet was che donſtant companion 
of the'inhrquis;" and that it was ſuppoſed, he would Rand 
© echunes ſor Tome part of his, patren's wealth: but the 
meſſenges informed them that father Laufence entitely liv- 
ed at the caſtle, and that the mafquis had bees herdto ſays 
ſieveral times, that be mould Jvave him the whole of his 
FN LK | fortuas.*" Aenne 14 
be bity perten they flow. had to apply to, een - 
a in England, a diſtant relation of their mother's : 
is nod been font ove? to this eomitry by an uncle, ew af- 
ne he was th London, and left him @ ſnail fortune. 
Mauer eie event, n determined” to-ſettle in the city.. ad 
büßseſs in the liquor trade: he firſt kept 
Ane vaülts f from that roſe u ſtep highere and was called 
n wine-merchant; in this line he accumulated4 eonfidera- 
bie del of moby by importing foreign goods to this coun 
ty. To add to hiv good fortune, he one Fear received a 
prize. of ten thouſand pounds from the lottery 3 and in a- 
bout two years after married an ___ eren 
4 mounted te three times that ſum. n ce 
= The friends of the. BD ns ax ko aiſpleatog with 
= the union, that for ſome months no notice was taken ef 
her; but time ſoon brought aböut 4 reconciliation ; they 
 Etermines to make the boſt of her huſband, that be might 
not in in his preſent fituation im. lite: grace their name 


” _ And family. Hie wife was a woman ot faſhions and had 
» 0 7 > E nf 


8 GRASYILUB ATA 1 * | 

| , bY: 
e mams: Wks additions tide. of lh G they therefore 
found means to get their new relation knighted 3. and he 
now was diftinguithed by cha appellation of, Sir Pater Be. 
viquil. His brother-in-law Med about two . years after. 
their marriage, and. having o-fainily, left his 0007 an in- 
coths of ſu hundred a Var. They now thought properito. 
quit buſineſs entirely, and reſide at the court end of the 
town. | Their manner of living was, according 10 h 
reviquils wiſhes, in the firſt ſtyle and taſte: they wet. 
noted for giving the moſt faperb and elegant emertain- 
ments of any in London. · Ia ſhorts” ür Peter and lady Pe. 
viquil were allowed to de che firſt Wm in 
r ee e eee ee 
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ADAMB: A Meas AE 3 
from her relation to viſit him in Londan; the, according- 


ly, 


aghnd, conſideriog it might diſpel the melancholy thay 
event had occafioned her: the children ths cod to. 
the care of a faithful ſervant, during her Rays which was | | 
about two months. Mr. Peviquil | had not then an- 
ted buſineſs, She received the moſt polite and friends · 
ly attention both from him and his lady, and reſided 
totally at their houſe while the remained in tis caustty- 
She always ſince that time had ſpoken of them to Alfred 
and Matilda, as pepple well worthy their efcem, und bad 
ofien regretted ka VV 
„csi nar il Dan Kal at Glade? 
2 ER IIS: . 
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a few months after Siſera's death, determined 10 % 
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8 r odic tetarammgheed adnd wad gar 

| Hg invitatign for them to ſpend a few months in-Eng. 
mad: which offer they wer@how-refolved to accept, pro- 
+ vided Alfted cout obtain Mees of abſcace ong'enough, 
and permiſſion to quit his country. This, through: inte- 
E me 
ne „„ FAT as 42 - 
—— ‚ "cf ha wack} each 
"the has nearly all. ber life refided/in a city roiiowined for it 
luxury & didpation, conſidered that it (he was pleaſed with 
fir Peter's family, by paying a ſmall gratuity ſhe could refide 
with them without any inconvenience. This was, in ſome 
degree, Alfred's opinion z but he was much better ac- 
© quainted with manking, and the dangers. that attended a 
faſhionable life, to view this ſcheme in ſo pleaſing a light 
s his ger. He well knew the diflipated life of intrigue, 
and other yices, fo cloſely followed by moſt of the Englih 
Circles; be had been neceflitated, in ſome reſpeQs1/ to per- 
| take of thoſe follies in Paris, ,which he knew. were daily 
| _pradiiſed in London 1 and his foul ſickened. at the thought 
of leaving Matilda expoſed to ſuch dangers, friendleſs and 
unprotected. Poſſeſled of that nice ſenſe of honour which 
is ſuppoſed to conſtitute the ſoldier and the gentleman, it 
in forme refpedt ſerved to make his life ancomfortable. 
- Generous to a great degree, he was never ſo happy as when 


de could make others ſo; but a haughty. and Rtubborn 


_ Pride hurt him when he received an obligation. Ready to 
_ - ke an "afffont; and as ready to refent_It, he Jas ſome- 
mee Blagreeable company yet his perſon, behaviour, 
and character, procured him admittance to the firſt parties. 
4, Matilda was totally unacqualated with the, vices of the 
£20 her mother had only kept up the ſociety of @ few 


— EIOED yet her manners were 
4 Nie au . WG ber elegant 
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Gesagt without affo@tation 3. her deportment 1 
eaſy; and her accompliſhments. by ao means inferior 
the firſt ranks of lie Vet her ideas of the world. in gen- 
eral were entirely I founded: . me judged of others by 
Herſelf, and had fo, little notion of the villainy of mankind, 
_ Lito be eaſily deceived by any ode under the 2 of & , : 
en. and diſimulation.,.. . 61 * * 1 
After, ſome perſuaſions of his aer, Alfred determined 
to anſwer fir Peter's letter, with an acceptance of his kind 
invitation. _ The lame day 1 month was fixed for their de- 
13 * d that period of time was filled"uy up with 08 
ee eſſary preparations for their journey. II. ö 
ME Matilda was all expeQation, yet a deep en 
clouded } her future proſpects ; the Loſs of her mother prey- | 
ed much on her ſpirits ; and while her eye beamed plen- 
_ ſure at, the idea of ſeeing London and gay life, a watery 
gem would. oft intrude, and dim its luſtre, when - he 
conſidered the diſtance the ſhould be from the tomb A 
parent whom the had ſo dearly loved, and whoſe memory 
| the ſo much revered. Alfred was filent amid thoughthill'? fe 
| ſpirits were led; the contents of the paper writien by his 
mother ſerved to perplex and diſtreſs him, while his anxie- 
. ty for the welfare of his ſiſter continually pre ed upon his 
mind. As the time drew nearer for their leaving - Parts, 
de became leſs pleaſed with 1 the plan on which they were » 
going to proceed. · He had always heard his mother ſpeak 
'kighly of the family ; 3 but their lituation in life at that time 
was entirely different from the preſent. —The* in et 
Une of buſineſs, they neither were conſidered; Hor looked 
upon themſelves, as people of faſhion ; the ener of © 
ing as he now underſtood, 1 was one ech keene ef 
Xx e ar r might bo cus v0 
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"rating Matilda's making ave of their fanity. 
Sir Peter's letter was extremely friendly ; i, 


"what be ſo eacneſtly requeſted, Would not only have deen 
impolite behaviour, but would. without doubt, have offend- 
h . *d him.—This mode of reaſoning, in ſome degree, leffer. 
ed his diſquietude ; yet he geſolved within himſelf not to 
leave his fiſter in England, without being certain her fitua- 
tion was ſtricly accordant both with propriety and-honour, 
Tue day of their departure at length arrived. Matilda, 
as they: paſſed through the gates of the city, bid a lan- 

; choly adieu to her native country. The recollection of 
thoſe happy juvenile hours ſhe had enjoyed with a. parent 
could experience, added to her ideas of the triendleſs:-ſitua- 
| Lion and unprotefted condition ſhe would be len in when 
ported from her brother, entirely overcame that fortitude 
de had ſbevn at the beginning of their journey; and, 
| almoſt commalſed ein grief," me dſt las an agony of 
© Bifred xaiſed his head from a reverie e hs had been 
Ain from their Hf detting off; he conjured his fiſter to be 
' compoſed, and orice more 4enderly aſſured her of his pro- 
| tetion.—A poſt carriage conveyed them from Paris to 
Calais an elderly mah attended them. who had lived in 
the capacity of a ſervant with their mother, fince the death 
et Edward; he was by birth an — though be 

chiefly had reſided in France. RE -. 

Then were necefiitated to wait ſome tice for the packet- 
boat; Matilda» therefore, who was much indifpoſede re · 

Lited to take a few hours“ reſts while Alfred looked ove 


ome papers of his mother's, which werela al trunk, 
ae 
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dene bal nie phcargtſhing ts Cuppaling it to be hu 
of waſte papers; which were of no conſequence : ſhe only 
dee NE eee articles of Groſs when 
ſhe arrived in London. N 
e eee he dif- 
covered a miniature of his mother ; it was the fame which 
= Edward found in the abbey; and had the identical piece of 
ribband hanging to the ring, the remaining part of which 
had ſeemingly been broken by force, or by a ſudden ſhock... 
Alfred looked on the reſemblance with attention ; he con- 
templated the features of his departed mother, with a me 
lancholy pleaſure, and fighed at the idea that he never more 
ſhould look on the original —Claſe.to it was the picture of- 
his father. — Alfred had always been told he-was extremely | 
like him, and for the firſt-time thought ſo himſelf.—Both - 
he and his ſiſter had vffen ſeen the miniatures. before their. 
mother's illnefs, and after her death every place was ſearch- 
Me AI rin, nyc nor had they the leaſt idea 
Alfred carefully loaktd over tha papers, 1 
of them worth notice till he had nearly emptied them all 
out upon the table, When a rolt of parchment, with the 
name of Siſera Maſerini. at the bottom, ſtruck his eye. He. 
immediately peruſed it, and found it was written by his 
aunt, about fix mont hs before her death.— It contained an 
account of their misfortunes,- from his father's fuſt ſeeing - 
his mother at the convent;. till their return to Francey and 
every minute particular relative. to ſignor Maſerini's en- 
trance of Graſville Abbey, and his diſappearance. Shealfe - 
at, one part ſeemed to ſuſpeci bis couſin, count D'Ollifonts.. | 
ta be privy to the affair, though he was then in Spain. 
_Alfred'2 emotion and aſtoniſhment were paſt deſcription ; 
nu burn with enger defire to ſee the inſide of the abbey 2 
Ne 2225 F 454 5568 G. 2. 1 | . DW 
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Fance. He knew not how "t6'Fevenzge the loſs of his fa. 
ther; as n proof could be brought to charge any” one with 
the guilt ;—yet, according to what he had read, he could 
not avoid fuppofing- that the count was concerned: nor 
was thete à doubt 3 mother eee to have 
wiitten the fame name.  OOEIOY SHEEP O07 DEEIAT ORs 
"He carefully placed ange in wan dra wer 
or his own, and determined not to inform his fiſter of the 
cent, „ eee bee Ta 
any new ſource for horror or diſtreſse. 4 
* Whert the roſe, he agreeably furpriſed her by the n err 
critic fuer, and informed her he had looked over the 
papers in the trunk, and could find e frivolous frag: 
NOUNS e or confequenes.” Wen 75 
r till the begin- 
ning or the next day they then croſſed over te Dover, and 
flept there that night. Matilda was yet much indifpoſed, 
partly occafioned by ſea-fickneſs. © The next evening, 
_ after a fatiguing day of poſt ESE they en. 
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er CHAPTER XIV. +. 
4a be bye 5 
32 Wald 15 rekindle all your eee 00 
pod - Ering ff your meters vain der On 
* reste it is yours, your glories to retricue : 
Top but the branches, and the reelle 7 29 
"Fi th theſe ere à pile for facrifice e 
And in the bet ow ell 2 cards and 4 
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bene Ry 3 * 
patrons by hte a bea ar the be. 
e hp een eee . _ 8 
Theſe ident fink yr blur, vader nem baren ld "3 
tien; preſents to the fancy. — 1 ' 
n a experience... wg | 
g ent u in He, patuualy.leads-to extranggance and e- | 


glea we are diſappointed at our ambition's not being = 


$12tified ſo.carly as we expeRteds and conſequentiy dicken 


of that employment which occaſipns our mortification and 


chagrip-., Net diff dene and timidity are far worls co 8 
anions to Rrugg]e.yith thraygh Ahe mages path, ef Uſe: 
. we continually ſtumble on dangers and vexatigns ig our 
hazardous venage ; hile they. chiefly cogtribute to multi- 
Pix adyerſity : and. paipt he events that may ſucceed, „ 
han thoſe we have already ſuffered. _ At e 1.5 
Fortitude forſakes the breath which, is governed, by ter- 


. aud ſelf-intexeſt ; happigeſs is no more, the n- ch ine 


hope is eclipled. by the heavy clouds of deſpair, and we” 


. fink. into that miſery. whichy through courage and exertion q | 
Fe. might have overcome with honour and reſpect-. ; 
Matilda did not totally deſpair : and Alfred, by . 


ations of this nature, Rfoye to diſpel that melancholy 
ich was ſettled in her feature® during the latter part of 
their journey. It was entirely trough "Her perſuaſion 
| that her brothef undertobk the affair 3 the was now forty 
the had Hiaſſed his opinion ; for the even regretted leaving 
Paris; eee we noe a, her 1 
in ſeeing it gradually decrea ſed- 

Wee e d u br dagres fend (at expel 
* tions ſhe ſuppoſed would be gratified when ihe entered 
- this city; and the romantic ideas ſhe had formed of re- 
- maining-with dr Peter's family in England, ſeemed now = 

N *16ck Sr uner deter Godghy lt oe 
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| Tt was about fix o'clock; in a wet uncomfortably evening. 
of February, when they arrived at the inn. - After ſome 

Ktile time, the chief part of their baggage was put into a 

Hackney coach, and Leonard, who was tolerably well ac- 
quaiated. with London, diſpatched. in it to Groſvenor. 

7 with-a polite meſſage, ſaying his maſter and miſs 
| Naſerinb would pay their reſpeRts in perſon, 3 

do hours. 

Alkred and Matilda, kaving ordired- ese, remained 

vill near eight; during which time they made ſome little 
Alteration in their drefs. They then ſtept into a hack, 

ordered it alſo to. drive. to. Ar Peter 3 in 

23 Grofvenor-ſquare. 

tar eee concern · 

d de Engliſh language, as they Both had been ufed to 
TT converſe in it from their childhood, and N it 
= nearly as well as their own language. - 

Oa their arrival at the place to which they had ordered 
the-coackman te dive, the ſquare was full of carriages; 
nor did they obſerve more than one hackney-coach. in the 

train: they ſtopped. cloſe to it, unable to proceed 
* farther for the crowd. Alfred looked. out; to ſee if 
was any probability of their getting nearer to fir Pe- 
Py 's houſe, which he Has informed was on the oppoſite fide 
of the-ſquare, when, to his inenprelnble ſuppriſe, by the 
1 2 of a footman's flambeau, WhO paſſed at the ſame. 
time, he beheld Leonard in the coach he had before noti- 
cd — with the baggage in the ſame ſtate as When he 
nas ew $4.99; 3. 

The man at the-ſame moment rgoanizet bis. maſter. 
and acquainted him that he found, from bis firſt entranęe 
in the ſquare it would be impoſſible for him ta get to the 

door of fir Peter's houſe, there being a grand entertaiament 


8 - 


—_ 5 _— 
* 


— "i 


GB ner apy Pad; the- 

 yentlemen's carriages would not permit à common hack 

to draw up he was afraid to ge himielf-in ſearch 'of it 
on account of the batzzatze he muſt have left behind; but 
he ſaid ho had ſent feverul meſſages to the ſervants con- 
cetniag his ftuation,/but that he had received ho aufer. 
Alfred was vexed, yet he could not help Amiling, at the - 
Fellow's recital :: they were now in a line of carriages lead-- 
4ag to the oufe: he knew it would be ſome time befbre 
they could arrive there; yet to walk would-be almoſt im- 
l polible on account of his ſiſter, as the rain poured down 
with uacommori violence. They- therefore determined 'to- 
wait till the coachy in due courſe; ſhould draw up to the 
door: in about twenty minutes they found themſelves be-- 
fore the entrance of fir Peter's manſion, _ * 

Tue coachman, by Alfred's order, knocked 2 Angie rap z 

a footman in a handſome livery appeared ; he aſked, in'a» - 

furly manner, what was wanted? the man anſwered, as _. 

a tentleman in a hackney pore wanted! to: Tee” fir beter | 
'Peviquil: __ 
The feotman replied with 3 « His 1 
could not 222 de {poke wien,“ fur _ 
door... 

Alfred's pride (who overheard” this converſiti>aſs * 
nie — be- dite diy gave the cqachman a card, and ordered 
Him to knock à double rap at the . he: ſer- 4 

vant ts deliver it to fir Peter. : = 
The man at firſt heſitated, but at laſt complied a 85 | 
the requeſt. In a ſhort time he returned with a polite: 
—— meſſage, from fir Peter, requeſting they would make his 
Kouſe their home; and that he himſelf would, gf es 


e eee 


TY 


The ſervant m now all cjvility,z both the cbscher 
were diſcharged» and Leonard ſam the baggage ſaſe in the 
- Hauſe, while Alfreq: and Matilda ware condu@ted by fir Pe- 
be Met, through 2 noble hall, elegantly adorned wizh 
dees, and lined with ſervants in. waitinge to a handſome 
Tu ee, The houle ſeemed in tatal confuſion ; and, the 
 . pmberof faſhionable company and nobility that was there 
> evident from their names being announced, as, they 
nee the grext Rains leading to the rooms of reception. 
Sir Peter's genteel condud in ſome degree compenſated 
1 impertinence of his porter, and baniſhed that anger 
dem Alired's boſom, which the infolence of the latter 
d occaſioned. In about two hours the gentleman him- 


_ Hit appe cared : he tenderly embraced them both, and ex- 
Jet with the mot pleaſing affability, his happineis in 


Teein mem in London : he regretted (he ſajd) the eti- 


* 1 which p prevented lady Peviquil and his daughter 
from leaving: the rooms above, to perform the. duties * 
. and 5 10 4 "bur that he was ſure | 


vg =o Ws - j F 


YT IA. ls —y A RT WT. 


n 
4 
a 
N 
7 
p 


oo 

mee endure rope OX" ON * 
h pie elegaotly ferved up ; about twelve they de- 
dure be conduQed to their diffirent. aparyments'3 - Dus 
ern 
r eie > hs 
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i h e t ed of 7 cs 
HE noiſe and confuſion in the houſe did not ſeem over,» 
before four in the morning ;-— Matilda heard the doors 
faſtened tes onderabane:. +, 2, 
ed through every part.” 2 v2 i 
She once Were Mete u Gee way enen 
tions, and fell into à diſturbed ſlumber: diſtreſnug dreams 
haraſſed her imagination with horrid viſions ; the figure 
of her mother was conftantly before her eyes, reproach int 
Her for Ys: a _— mn for ome * ina; "if 


tion. — d þ 
Tuts bout ten} but littts/retreſhed/ and e 
tor fear of detaining the breakfaſt-t able; but to her great 
ſurpriſe, as the deſcended the Rair-caſe, a. ſervatit wus 
but juſt opening the windows: She inquired at what hour” 
the family aſſembled in the breakfaſt partour; the nidn 
* anſwered, generally at half paſt elevem ſometimes twavet 

Alfred bad been up near an hour, and was equally aſton- 
iſhed with his fiſter, at the fervant's' intelligenes he 
propoſed | a "FOE round ws ſquare; till the fitting-roomy'® 
wore in order 3 which ſhe 'gladly decepte@.”' © 5 19nd 

' Matilda ſeized the opportunity to aſk her brother; cons" 
Gdering the little they had ſeen; how he liked then fitua 
tion ; ; and alſo his opinion of fir Peter. 2 

Altred replied, from the ſhort time he” had been in 9? | 
pany of fir Peter | Peviquil, he e ſcemed to be a man who” 
would intereſt any one in his 25 even at a firſt inter- 75 
view. 1 ends . 


*q, 


n on the ſmooths well-timed ſpeeches of man of 


faſhion; for though both he. and the family in dps! 
| f in every eſpedh yet thelr man; 
W 52 r 


, « But, Maida,” Laid he, « we muſt not depend * 
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ſembled. 


_ Euced his lady, 


| thowed her a lady of rank: Miſs. Peviquil had the day 


— 
— 


| lively, and good tempered ; in the arnameatal part of edu- 


and witty, and accounted, by the connoiſſeurs of faſkion- 
able manners, a tolerably ſmart, pretty girl. 


pride, handſome in his perſon, and pleaſing in his beha- 
 viour and addreſs ; extremely dimpated. and fond oy n 


% TAY < 


- 


1 well dl pe name beine we bn 


_ Bight, that he had learnt from the ſervants, the family 


kardly ever retired to reſt before three or four in the morn-. 
ing; that they were never: without company when at 


| homey and that their rooms are filled with the firſt people 


of diſtinQion and faſhion. Even if their diffipation did not 
efſe> your health. you certainly muſt conſider how im- 
proper a fituation this is, for © young” Names whey for- 
tune is barely competent to ſupport her. 
Matilda acquieſced with his obſervation, yet was burt 
at the idea of her own infignificance . 
In about an hour they returned to the houſe 3 — 
rations were made for breakfaſt; but the mige had not a- 


Sir Peter, a eee eee and intro- 
and ſon. | 
Fady Peviquit was, in perſon, tall and elegant, her de- 
man of faſhion; yet a haughty pride in. her diſpoſition 
was viſible, even to a common. beholder, at firſt ſight ;- 
and caſt a deep ſhade over thoſe accompliſhments which 


before entered her nineteenth year; ſhe was tall, gent esl, 


cation ſhe was accorapliſked, but, like her mother, a total 
ranger to domeſtic duties. In converſation, ſhe was gay | 


Henry Peviquil was one-and-twenty z entirely free from 


thought 6. * 
ng bed received the education of 1 gentleman» and was 
left a fortune of fix hundred a year by an uncle of his 
- mother's 


| 
| 
- 
ö 
| 
p 


1 ABBEY. 71 


another's. 110 — iethtont tions 
tour, and r . till ee E 3 7 ore de 
obtained. «+ 

ä eee rented in the moſt dien dy 
manner by fir Peter. Lady Feviquil, ber daughter, and 
Matilda, took an airing in the coach z while Henry drove 
His new friend xeund Hyde Park in his curricle. > 


Cards were delivered out to form a ſele& party oP 
friends in the evening, who were to be introduced ts the 


Young foreigners. _ . | 
At their return, they dreſſed for dinners which wean. res 
ed up by candle-light, The ſelect party at night conſiſted 


formal introduction to them all by her ladyſhip, was tire» 
ſome and diſagreeable to Matilda: yet ſhe returned the *' 
compliments of each individual with. a grace which did 


honor even to the drawing-rcom of fir Peter Peviquil. 
Alfred had been uſed to the gaicties of Paris, and being 
as well verſed as his ſiſter in the Eogliſh language, found 


the requeſt, and declared, he knew of handſome apart- 


ments that were to be let in Bond-fireet ; which was no 


great diſtance from  Croſyenor-ſquare, and made it the 
more agreeable, as fir Peter requeſted he would ſpend as 


much of his time as poſſible with him and his family. 


' The gentlemen viewed the rooms that morning, while 


' the Ladies attended a mute - meeting. Alfred approved - 


much of thaw Gtuation and convenience: he immediately 
engaged . 


| himſelf under no embarraſſment in a London company 
The next day he declared his intention of taking lodę · 
| ings for himſelf and ſervant 1 this was Rrongly oppoſed 
by fir Peter ; but he perſiſted in his reſolutions and beg: 
| ged the afiſtance of Mr. Peviquil ia the undertaking. 
Hearys with his uſual good-nature, eagerly. complied with 


D 
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© emgayed mem, nd was to: taks poſſeſſion the next day. 
1 Henry Peviquit was engaged for the beginning ofthe even · 
ing; and ſir Peter rather indiſpeſed with a cold 3 it waz 
* l that Alfred ſhould eſeort her ladyſhip. his 
- titer, and miſs Peviquil fo the theatre ; and a ſtage-box 
. "was accordingly retained for them. 306450; AÞ!1 24 
Matilda was delighted with the tragedy, which was 
Hamlet: although her knowledge of the language would 
not permit her to underſtand every ſentence, yet the could 
e make out the plot and management of the piece; 
_ and was charmed with the ingenuity of the author. -- Her 
ahi paid more attention to the company than to the 
lage ; while her daughter was entirely taken up in ob- 
ter bing Alfred, whoſe attention was fixed on a lady in the 
| __© oppoſite box: Her figure and manner charmed him; in 
Wort, the latter part of the evening he quite neglected the 
performance, in the notice he took of the fair incognita. 
5 Ai the" clofe of the entertainment, Altrod inquired of 
ny Peviquit the name of the young lady oppoſite them : 
Her ladyſhip anfwered, „ It was lady Caroline Albourn, 
.. daughter of lord Albourny4 nobleman renowned for his large 
- fortune and good character; and, lady Caroline, con- 
# - tinued her ladyſhip, is allowed to be a beautiful and ac- 
._ compliſhed young lady.” « My ideas, my lady. M returned 
1 om « perfectly agree, in the 3 Aer with 
3 We opinion of the world t "2 
| 6 Lord., Mr. Maſerini, ſaid wife Parikh, 1 the 
ee paid to another, . furely there are as hand- 
.... fome women in the houſe as lady Caroline Albourn ! 
4. Pardon me, magam,“ replied Alfred, . all are hand- 
| 323 ſome more beautiful than others; nor can 
the remark be more fully -exemplified, than when lady 


" Carolitie or miſs Peviquil make heir appearance," Ms 
This 
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Al dell rf compliment entirely gigen the, reſeat+- . 
weft. of "the Ray! and me jfomediately, n 2 . 
galety and) good temper. 2 r 
As tney croffed the lobby. l _ were met by Heagy — 
quit, Who, After hetptn g Alfred to aff { the ladies : to 2 
Sack Ropped Kim from following. - N —— ons . 
% Ladies, ald he, "« I muſt requet ou will Apes, 
oft the company” #y your k night-erranit from condufling;, 
you Home, 151 arreſt him for the remainder of the night 
Thiere fre, my dear © "Muferini, "take lenve of the k dams, 
tels, and Elle me.n gates 


WAS T1 c++ wont Oe 


Altred beßged to be excited; and de would conn, © 1 
f{aer tbere were none but ladies in the coach. * * 5 8 
Ohle returned flenty. v there is a footman | beings.” 
Abe Js able to defend twice as Mau. 

5 ub net tele it kind er 700 ff f ig 
« to foteꝭ ME: MAH oiled 15 do not like We * 4 
tend y cure e e eee een . 
Matitda was anxious” re ould ele with. 

mem, and mifs Peviqull afraid? of leg the rallant a 
verlition of we yolitig Frenththen'® but it avalled . A 
tung: Hetify, after begging all their pardons, "and | declare 45 
ing he Would make it uß With them in the mornivg, 40 1 
mne cose Not and ordered the Sachwan to dive homes? 'N 
Ie meg Mt bold of Xttret's am and told nim be” 

nüt nib iriffsdite him to u Tet of friends, whoſe nas * 

he did not chuſe to mention before the "Ladies : 2,46 er 
though, faid he, „ Fam not a gametter myſelf, yet 15 my 
n in the faſhionable cpmpany of thats; 

h lets play. Be) abt hw. 
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"Alfred"was Aae d at bis inpetuous beha- s-. 
| Hour dul tnt gerel it as the warmth, * *. aue - 4 
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_ . that evening the intoxicated joy of others who had emp- 


* + -Qown, laid on the ſucceſs of each player: n ſtakes 
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$; ma the 3 of his — panaten that evening 
rather too freely of the bottle. 

They arrived, after ſome TS on 
| houſe in St. James's-ftreet, „ 
of faſhionable company. * 
| Alfred was ſtruck with their appearance : n 
eguntenances of ſome, whom fortune had not ſo favoured 


tied the pockets of their friends—and the extreme agita- 

tion of the whole aſſembly, whoſe expeQations were all 
on the table, made it a ſcene of diſagreeable reflection to 
thaſe who had never been addicted to that deſtruQive vice. 
Alfred plainly perceived his companion was well known 
to them; de was aſked to play, but refuſed ; and Alfred 
likewiſe begged to remain out, but was obliged to bet, that 
he might not ſeem particular, as all thoſe who did not ſit 


were not large at. their part of the room. 
1a about an hour a table was vacant, and a 8 accor- 

- ingly muſtered to All it. Alfred was over perſuaded, 
and ſat down with Henry Peviquil, who propoſed no high 
Fay: this was unanimouſly agreed upon, and a ſmall ſum 
- ſettled, to the ſatisfactien of every perſon. They broke 
up in about three hours, and Alfred found himſelf a win- 
ner of about a, guinea. He was complimented an his 
Judgment of the game, and invited for the next evening. 
Henry and Alfred both returned to Groſvenor-ſquare, 
and arrived there about four in the moruing- 
When the family met the next day, Henry Peviquil made 
his peace. with the ladies; but he found more difficulty in 
the undertaking than he expected: his mother and ſiſter 
were ſeriouſly offended ; nor could Matilda forgive him, 
Shough fie was hecellitated to ſay te the contrary. 
e ö 3 Alfred 
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Linked » was « for — delay a with the obe 
he had ſeen ; ſtruck as he was at firſt with their appear- 
mice, the latter part of the time they ſeemed more agreea- 
able te him ; and their ready aequieſcence' to play for a | 
mall ſum, confirmed him in the miſtaken opinion that they 
were not a common claſs-of gamblers. He was not averſe - 
to meet them the following evening, nor did morning re- 
Kection by any means alter his ideas rr n 
tranlactions of the night. 6 . 
Lady Peviquil informed them, he had nb * 
merous company for that evening» . and among the reſt, 
added her ladyſhip, with a ſmile, which was well under | 
ood, « I expect lord Albourn and his daughter“. J 
Alfred was firuck with aſtoniſnment— he had engaged. 
e pare in St. Jamesꝰs · ſtreet 3 but this-obſta- * 
cle to his wiſhes he determined to ſurmount,, by begging * 
Henry Peviquil to make his excuſe, as he could not pollibly 
be guilty of ſuch impolite behaviour, as to abſent himfelf _ 
trom lady Peviquil's drawing-room, when ſhe herſelf e- 
queſted his company.— But he might have ſaved himſelf” 
the trouble, as Henry intended to ſpend the fore-part of - 
the evening in Groſvenor-ſquare z yet he inſiſted on Als 
tred's accompanying» him, there, after the rooms closed. 
aun a n 


* . 
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aro CHAPTER XVI. 


Marios took more pains than uſual at the tollet : © 
me underſtood from lady Peviquil that numbers of faſhion - 
| "abl people were to be there z ſhe therefore conſidered it 
 , would be a compliment to her ladythip to make fone few 
12 to her dreſs, Which contilted of white * She 
H z 8 wore. 
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wore the lines of her father fuſpended on her boſom, 
dy a gold croſs and chain; her appearance was beautiful, 
and the received no ſmall compliments frem fir Peter and 
his ſon. Lady Peviquil and her daughter were rather 
cool in their behaviour, and ſeemed envious of her fuperi- 
or beauty and elegance. The rooms began to fill at tine 
clock, and many perſons of diſtinction were announced: 
- among the reſt the Spaniſh ambaſlador was uſhered in, 
and begged to introduce to fir Peter and his lady, an inti- 
mate friend, who had accompanied kim from Spain to 
England: The gentleman was a foreigner of note, rather 
in dhe decline of life ; yet his perſon was hand(ome, and 
- His manners elegant and accomplithed : his excellency bad 
not yet been made known to Alfred er Matilda; fit Peter 
© therefore introduced them beth at one tire, the Gift 25 
- the Spaniſh 2mbeſfaor, the fecond as count D'Ollifonr.” 
Alfred was ſtruck metionleſs with horror and ſurpriſe ; 
{the ſuppoſed murderer of his father ſtood betore him: 
nor was the count's embarraffment leſs 3 for before fr 
Peter could mention the name of Maſcrini, he caſt bis ehe 
du the picture of their fatherz his counterfnce immedi- 
- _ F-=tdly turked pale, and he ſhewed the greeteſt emotion. 
"*” Matilda, though” the had never heard her mother ſpesx 
NN of the count, received him with politeneſs ; but 
Alfred, after a fety cold compliments, joined lord Albown 
and his daughter at another part of the 190m 
- The behaviour of both gentlemen was 1 noticed: 
i each excuſed himſelf, by ſaying it was ſurpriſe at the 
ſudden introduction to a relation almoſt unknown, 
ue konfit ſeemed ſtruck with Matilda” 8 figure and ad- 
reis ; he chicfly ' attended her the whole evening 3 which 
& ' exuſed great envy and uneaſineſs i in the breaſts of her fut 
friends; among theſe was miſs Peviquil, who was ez - 
tremely hurt at being WES by Altred "Maſerin}, and 
* „ were 
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| 8 RI ſuch fo compliments from the um SHE 
batfſador and his friend. | 
Alfred dedicated. the hd evening to lady Carolines 
nor did ſhe ſeem by any means diſpleaſed at the attention 
paid her by the young Freachman ; her father gave him 
a general invitation to Soho-ſquare, as the Fiend * ro- 
lation of fir Peter Peviquit: - | | 
The agreeable converſation he had with the SEAL Ng ST 
dy, in fome meaſure made up for the ſurpriſe, horror, as '; i 
diſſatisfaQion he felt at an introdudion to the count. | 
The attention paid Matilda by her relation did not pas 
unnoticed by her brother 3 he determined next day 10 
hint to his ſiſter his diſlike of him, without entering into 
a particular detail of circumſtances, which wauld euly be : 
treſs and perplex her. + 
The rooms began to be thin about twelve; and in . bo 
tle time after, lord Albourn and his daughter took their 
leave ; Alfred conducted the latter to her carriage, hes | 
Joined Heary Peviquily and Procecded to St, F Tr. | 
Kreet. 2 ; 
The ſame company nas aff raled, with. ſome APE f Y E 
and one of the ſtrangers was at the table where Henry ank 
bis friend were place1 ; they played higher than the 
Dight before, and Alfred, at the breaking up. of the party 
about half paſt four in the morning, found himfclf a 
Joſer of thirty pounds ; he paid the money without the | 
Jeaſt . chagrin, and was promiſed his revenge the news 
evening. Henry Peviquil was allo. declared 4, debtar; 30 7 
the table, of twenty guineas. They parted a little way 
from the Houſe ; the latter for Croſvenor-ſguare, -ile 
- former for his New lodgings i in Bond-treet. „ 2 > 
- Matilda, had taken notice of her brother at hig 
+ auction to the count, nor could. he conceive. a reaſon for 
d re behaviour 3 her ſurpriſes n was greatly 
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. - Hoightened at the fighting, manner, in which he ſpoke 
him, when they were alone the following day. In vain 
He. aſked his meaaing for the. diſlike he ſhowed ; the 
more they conyerſed on the ſubzjeQ, his coaverfation ap. 
peared the more Rrange and intricate. His ideas, all» 
ſeemed entirely changed concerning their reſidence in 
London ; her fears of difipation and bad hours he laugb- 
ed at ; declared luimſelf pleaſed with fir Peter's family ; 
and would not permit her to mention a wiſh of leaving it, 
Alſred Was a conſtant attendant at lord Albourn's, the 
tore part of the day; the latter he generally ſpent in the 
27 family of fir Peter; and the night and beginning of 
the morning at the gaming table: he was now univerſal- 
*Iy known as a man of ſaſb ion, and his name familiar in 
_ the fiſt circles, as the on 1 and handſome 
Frenchman. 
His fiſter ſaw, with concern, the effefts of their Lon- 
Ys An] journey ; ſhe could plainly obſerve her brother's for- 
| tune would be foon enhauſted, in the mannkr he lived: 
| _ his character, as a gambler, was conſtantly made free 
Vith, and his midnight exploits and quarrels commonly 
mentioned in general , converfations. Her own Gituation 
27 Was alfo particularly diſagteeable. Harra ſſed by dhe ai. 
f _ Waities of the count and many other admirers, the was 
_ *e6ntinvall7 plagued with their {mporturiliies ald flattery. 
Lady Peviquil had entirely thrown ol the few ainviable 
_quatitics ſhe ſeemed to polleſs ; and being further ac - 
quainted with her circumttances and friendiefs ſituation, 
he treated bir de deer than k deperidant | en ber 
Bounty ; 
- Miſs — hate her for 1 beauty, and Wn 
ve eien in vin Matilda beggett her brötner 16 leave 
- Ebglend, — ts France; he. Taighed | at her com- 
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+ plainty ;, he requeſted, him ul to car dug her, there, a 
He. would, immediately place hetſelf in a. convent, and 
. cauſe him no further trouble wn her ſalicitations were 
vain; the deſtrudire vice of S. had already taken 
- poſſeſſion. of him 3 every obſtacle, difficulty, and interest, 
- vaniſhed. before it ; even the welfare of his Ger, the he- 
ngur of his family» the treatment; of his, father, and the de- 
te he had to ſee. Graſyi!ls: Abbey, were thought, of no 
more, when the gaming.table. appeared ; lady »Caroline 
was almoſt forgot z in ſhort» eyery ſentiment of ifonjtudes 
courage, and humanity with other virtues, which/Ramped 
on him the name of a gentleman and a, ſeldier, were. al- 
moſt ieren up in à curſed en. tos a faikiona- 
ble vice. % I} ww. 

Sic Peter, who was enbely red by bis Jadys pla 

hardly any attention to his tair relation: — he whole fa- 
mily treated ber with the utmoR. iadiſterence, except Henry / 
Peviquil. :— his gallontry, like. that of. the couat, Way en 
uren diſguRing 3 3 and the moſt villanious views beste 
under. the maſk of friendly, concern and, pity, for her; Au- 
ation; ne would often hint his knowledge of her circum- 
flances, and the extrayagance. of her brother; which ex- 
travagance he firſt introduced him to :—his diſcourſe 


would then zurn into violent proteſtations of his regard 


— + 4 * 


bebe ber, and N of ba beauty 1 rom 
| " Befoig Alfred, he ſhowed n no farther ſigns acre: 
In his behaviour than what comfaon paliteneſs requizeds = 
9 Affairs wore in this face, when one evening, at. a grand 
ball given 'by lady Peviquil, a Arranger was introduced ate 
dier the, name of Milverne, an only fon of a tord-of that 
name: he was juſt arrived from Italy, where he tad at- 
tended big Erbe who was nnn Kate in health: 
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His at: and agreeable manners vere univerſally 
noticed z—he was requeſted to open the entertainment 
with 2 minuet, and a lady was alfo fixed on tor that pur- 
poſe; but the latter being rather indiſpoſed, declined the 

_ cxremony and fatigue attending 'on' fingls dancing = the 
young gentleman was therefore obliged to take another 
Partaer, and he immediately requeſted the hand of Matil- 
da © praiſes were whiſpered through every part of the 


room, at the elegance and grace of the young performers; 
nor did Mr. Milyerne's attention end here ; he continued c 
among the crowd of her admirers the whole evening, and | 
N peat interrupted the ſoft ſpeeches of the count. ; 
"Alfred danced with lady Caroline: but he was by no 4 
means ſo great a favouiite with his lordſhip as at their | 

-frſt interviews ; nor did he ſeem pleaſed with his daugh- 
ter's reſigning her hand to him as a partner : lady Caro- > | 


line herſelf appeared much attached to him; and Matilda 
thought ſhe could peretive, in her « eyes and manner, fome- 
thing more thin common regard ; yet ſhe never, in the fe- 
Feral viſits and times the had Teen her ladyſhip, which had 
Þrought'on an intimacy between the young ladies, receiy- 
ed the leaſt inform tion to mum ihe opinion her ideas 
had ſuggeſted. S Sagas rake. 
he company Vide up about Gre in ine morning 
__ Matilda, 'vexed ohn the impertinence of ' the ddt and 
4 ;  Hemy Peviguil, yet p'caſed-with the converſation, of Mr. 
5 Mileerne her brother eq uitty hurt at the coal manner 
and treatment of lord Albourn, but happy in finding his 
Jordſhip's leiniuents againſt kim way not imbibed. by his 
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HERE. as, number o ee hem 


which, will, ſo far triumph,over man patures fn bo f- 
a pfe from a track of yirine» Just for gears have been 


as valuable raembers of fociety.. Net ma fee 
pee ſome time or other, feel the moſt ſevere - 


-yangs from reniorſe of cobſcience, and à retroſpeR of” the _ | 
Fair chirater they once held la the wotld'; contraſted 
vnn the feors and lighting treatment they ale neceffitated 
to fuer ſram many ho, at In early part of lifes” woula 
" hive been proud of their eſteem, yet had lired to 

their Ar of Perf ad 
„ af9 67 8 77 


525 We iter a ee than when happy 


' feenes" onde enjoyed are compared with the miſery of a 
* prefent flate—which miſcry has been occafioned by ne- 
"glee, indolence/ or extravagance. The moſt abandoned 4. 
'prrience moments,. when acute feelings aſſail them 

' recoubled force : yet theſe feeliogs in tome meaſure ſerve | 
' enly te harden them In their crunes, and dive thera to 
at of deſperation. Oa others they take dificrent ed 
| repentance, and ſhame for what is paſty win ones 
* amend for the future ; ; dire th them ficength and cli 2 

"to > diſentangle themſelves from thoſe embarrainents they 
are plunged into, aud make them m Neff PR ** wary 
through the remainder of life, . 
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- Alfred, at forious intervals, was ee 
the idea of his own conduct; yet he had no power to re- 
_ form: thoſe reſolutions of amendment: made: in 4 
morning» were thought of no more when the gambling 
hour approached ; his cart for the welfare of his ſiſter 
would fometimes make him thenghtful in- the midſt: of 
diffipation, but he was laughed at by FP gp neg, 
aud ſuffered to be melancholy no more. 

Ie pride” was - 
tha 2 antics if; and his love for- lady Caroline 
bo. age waere ee rartgerag 2 in 

"Hor dd count. D/Oilifont's attention to bis Giter ale 


"gether paſs his notice : his natural jealouſy made him 
ins e eee 


411 


= 
| 


took common civility for returned aſlection. --,, * 
a count was che fame, yet he b 5 
dom time to think of it: but he now reſolved to give E: 
| Matilds her aunt's manuſcript, let the uneafineſs it might * 
_ ocoafion her be ever ſo diſtreſimg: the was according'y at 
_ told, a few days after, that her brother's ſervant requeſted : u 
d ſpeak with her. She was glad of this opportunity to ſes v. 
| Leonard atone ; having withed ouch to queſtion him con- , q 
cerning Alfred's manner of livivg : and though e fen 
| Derfelf hurt at cauſing the man to detray his maſter's affairs | I 
dei the knew it to be an expedient abſolutely meet, Wi . 
under their preſent ciccumBances. | : : = 
Tue poor feliow's countenance clearly wid old was not : 


Fight ;. Matilda was hacked at his appearance z the had 
bees his but once Goce bs woved with his maſter to Bond- 
Kreet ; and the viſible change in n 

<6 the els of irregular hours. 
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Ke delivered to ber the paper ſealed he's and; after in- 
quiring her health, and telling her he was ſorry he had 


own hands, he would have departed Matilda dope 
kim, and begged to know if he had been ill - 7 


The teat almoſt Rarted from his eyes. © No, madam. 


1 thank you''—was all he could anſwer. 


© «« For heaven's ſake, Leonard,” continued Matilas = 


reply affected with this mark of his attachment, “ tell 


me from whence this uneaſiaeſs proceeds; 1 am ſure you 


are not well: perhaps n houſe does not ſult. 
your conſtitutian.”” : 
Leonard ſeemed hurt that he had 3 48 ein! 


ſtammering an excuſe, would again have withdrawn 5 but | 
the inſiſted on his fitting down, and ordered ſome vefrefh- | 


ment ; that was however uleleſs; his appetite was gone, 
and he ſeemed in the laſt ſtage of conſumptien. She then 


iwplored him, by the love he bore ber family, and by the 


regard he had for his maſter and herſelf, to inform her of. 
every circumſtance relative to his affairs: „ for 1 am cer - 


tain,” continued Matilda, „ they are in a diſagreedble fitye 
ation ; the expenſive manner in which he lives, 'afded ts 
his ſondneſs for play, confirms thoſe reports which have 


been hinted to me by manys whom 1 Know to be __ 8. 
quainted with his proceedings. 

The man ſeemed ſtruck with aſtoniſhment at 8 
ledge of thoſe circumſtances he had dreaded to ep 


| cate to, her. j and confeſſed, by the appearance and beha- 


viour of his maſter, the worſt might be expeQed ; that he 
hours he kept wer unreaſonable, and that his manner of- 
ten ſhewed him to be diſtracti He alſo told her he 


knew he had drawn on monfieur La Mercie ſeveral times: 5 
in ſhort, my dear lady.“ continued Leonard, he is 


EM na; aud ke fombtimes zeturas tome in 
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troubled her, but that he was ordered to deliver it inte her 


B+ I nn | 


A morning, after I have been Gtting up or Him all " 
Aan fuch ill temper, that it cuts me to the heart. 
_  +Matitda hound heffelf incapable of berihg tits inter-. 
view shy longer with fortitude; ſhe therefore difmiſſed 
_ the faithful ſervant; With repeated afſutauces of her eſteem 
for him, and à requeſt that if any other circumſtances 
mould ariſe concerning her brother} he would immetiate- 
Iy repait to Groſvenor- ſquare, and relate them to her. 
She directly retired to her chamber; and broke open the 
letter: ſignora Maſerini's manuſcript dropped from the 
cover, on Which Alfred had wrote a few lines. He con- 
cluded with ſaying, he could plainly perceive by her man- 


men ſhe had an attachment for count D'Ollifont; which 


gave him the greateſt uneafineſs ; and though he had hi- 
therto kept the incloſed from her ſight,tthrough motives of 
tenderneſs, yet the common force of nature urged him to 
tane evety method in his power to prevent her forming a 
- wretched alliance with a N 10 Ea muzd erer 
of their father. 

The paper fell from her hand, and ſhe fainted in the 
chair: - Miſs Peviquil at that moment opened the door: 
mus was aſtoniſhed: to ſee Matilda in a fit, but immediate- 
_ If tiog/the bell. A ſervant attended: water and bart. 


N | horn were procured; and the recovered in a ſhort time. 


Both papers lay on the floor, but fortunately were not ob- 
ſerved by either of the ſervants or Miſs Peviquil, during 


 __ heir attesdance on their fair parient; but, at the begin- 


ning of har recovery, they were taken up by her own wo- 
man, who: was ging to deliver them to her lady, not 
thinking Matilda able 'to*take them : yet her ideas were 
— var s MWg of their contents truck 
her with the impropricty of Meir being ſoen by the fami- 
Iy-; ſhe therefore exerted” her utinoſt fltügth, and, 

though not able to ſpeaky*ſrdtched diem from the ght's” 


8 1 x iN 5 its 48 k EY, | _ | 8 
- * kind; Py them into ber | pocket » with the utmoſt” 


precipita! tion. * 
Hit, Peviquil telt bertel uk 1 the diſappointment | 
her curiofity ſuffered by not leeing the lexters Which Mad“ 
ezufed ſuch violent clnotioa in her friend: ſhe directly” 
ſuſpected it to be a love affair, and malicioufly determined 


to he revenged on her, by relating the 'whole itory in com- 
pay. With theſe charitable reſolutions, che took leave, 16 


queRing to lee her in the drawing room, as Mr. Milvetue 
and ſotms other gentlemnen had paid them à woralig'vittt; © 
and were inquiring after her health. Matilda returned 
her many thanks for her care and attention, and promiſea *. 
to join them in a few minutes. Saas: 
Mr. Miiverne had been a conftant attendant at fir Peter's} 
Gnce his fi t introduction at the ball : his particular pu- * 
- litenefs #0” Maritde plainly told the was the Chief magnet 
which drew him to the houte ; and though lady berge 
was not by any meins pleaſed with this informations © 
- which was firtt hinted to her by her daughter, yet he 
knew not how to ditinifs trom her parties'a young gentle- 
man of high birth, noble characler, and elegant accom- 
pliments. rhei oniy hope was, that he could not? potfibly © 
ente tain any "ſerious ideas of an honourable' coatettions © ? 
without his father's conſent ; which cohſent they were 
partly certain would never be granteds on account of the 
old gentleman's avaricious difpofition,” * —— P 
Every one exprefled their concern at the langue appear · 
ance. of 'Matitd4, when the entered the room: the exculed 3 
herſelf by her having been rather indiſpoſed that mo rdings Ip 
« Pardon me, mits Maſerioi Mr. ines, | 
« your heaith feems on Mt af : and though U tÞo'tiot 
mean to alarm you, yet 1 think the enuntty abſolutely © - 
neceflary to reſtote that bloom to your countenance, whichs® * 
through fine feelings, ha, 10v otica vauulice at the en- 


4 
— 


trance of 2 eympatheric tear 8 "ys tale of v 


1 
* ! 


or a recital of the misfortunes of others. ” 3 
Both lady Fexiguil and her daughter, Cpijed with en- 
tempt. Matilda thanked him, and faid, be ſhortly 1 in 
tended to leave England. 25 ſhe did not find the AE, 
agree with her conſtitution. * 
He changed colour inſtantly his ſurpriſe, and. er emoti ion | 


were viſible to all. To leave Enzland, madam!” he. 


#eplied.---Having recollected himſelf, he in à more e. 
poſed manner .alked her, if her reſolution 1 to that l 
was not very ſuddealy taken? 

- Miſs Peviquil confidered this would be aft ak . 


, ty to exerciſe her ill-nature, which was greatly heightenet . 


by, Mr. Milveme's behaviour 10 Matilda, on the circum- 


Range of the letter; and immediately anſwered to that 


2 


gentleman's queſtion, by ſignificant hiuits, (hat it was a gi · 
onder in the heart, which, was extremely difficult to be cut · 
ed :---the then, with. the utmoſt irgny and malice, rela- 
teu the affair. in the moſt ridiculous terms, and concluded 
with a requeſt to.know the name of her admirer . ,. .,. 

Mr. Milyewne ſeemed petrißed ;--+Matilga ag ſtruck 
with aſtoniſnmegt at het convert lation,; the. inſulting and 
malicious vit of miſs Peviquil was mare. than ſhe cquld 
ſupport; nor bad fog. power to nter a \ wok, but . burſt - 
into a flood of tears. Her brother at that mamest was 
announced, and entered, the.drawing-room. a 

The ciiþrreflinent of the whole party was generals 
the gentlemen, who, except Mr. Milverne, were chiefly - 
Krangers, teſlibed their approbation of Miſs Peviquil's re- 
cital, by laughing; idea that their micih had 
drawp. tears from a beau e woman, caſt a gloom 


 00their, countenaugy, and gat them no very favourable + 


"i opinion of her whole fat ialeats nad fo much enter- 
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| ; Material was $0 ing top pay the r 
of the morning with more than uſual, gaiety, when, the” 
cht of Matilda, Arriving. to conceal her tears, ſtruck his 
eyes ; her manner and peculiar ſituation prevented his ut- 
terance i reflection darted on his memory, and his late 
ill g reatmeat of her appeared in the moſt black and villa- 
nous colours : ſhe had been inſulted, he could perceive ; 
friendleſs_ and unproteQed, ſhe had no one to, take her 
part: their mother had always recommended Matilda to 
his care: low had be fulfilled her requeR ?---by cruel ig- 
difference, when ſhe was ſurrounded with ſeducers, danger 
and difivation ; in ſhort; every part of his behaviour fineg- 
, their reſidence i in London preſented itſelf in the moſt ſhame. 
"ful light; and the ideas of his own baſeneſs kept Sy” 
| tionleſs ſome time. ; * | 
The ſilence was not broken till he himſel6, with a 2 
* tenderneſs, aſked his ſiſter the cauſe. of her teats 
She found he was hurt; and the recollection of his former 
kindneſs, contraſted with his preſent nn in- 
to another agony of weeping... | rn 9543.30 "FF 
He immediately turne, and, with the greateſt ken 
tion in his looks, aſked an explanation of his fiſter's unea - 
aneſs, which: he ſaid he fuppoſed was occaftoned by ſome 


affront the- was unable to reſent.— . If ſo,” continued l- 
fred — 111 am atrired here in proper time, to afford that 
protection b ieh by daty and ps WN 
Tam moſt willing, to ge. - | «frei 

Mr. Mitrerne was the only gemlemen =D lane: 
led of in the room ; he had noticed that he in general 
1 kiten ion to Matilda ; his wild Imagination 
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who ſhould anſyer for the injury: | No ſooner had this 
thought ſuggeſted irſelf, than, in a reſolute tone, ho infiſt- 
ed on his reſolving the queſtion. ; . 
rf. Mnterne Rated "from 4 eee RT hd K. 
" ebnverfation. had iron him into, and. vin man ty 
compofure. addieffed the "diſtracted Alfred : Moſt wile 
Jingly, f fir ! My carriage is at the door :—if you will favour 
me with' your company Yound the Paik, 1 1 will inforty you 
"of the whole Kur; and permit me to ny: fir, Mad wits 
. ede beattler been): ue 2s anxious after her . 
and bappinefe, there would have 'bern'no cavic for 
1 io hive requeRad | eee, * ray alliance 
e gieem it.” 8 10 6k; 


and her daughter. The ftuation mas + cnn 


* as toon relieved from it; as both retired to their dreding 


-- rooms, the latter making an aukward apology for 7 7 un- 
deen hid ae. "Tan YET PIT 
MH. Milweriie in the mbft friendly terms 9 . 
fred of the cruel treatment his liſter kad received; not on- 
- ly that morning, but at many other times, when he him- 
- ſelf had iu the ſame manner been witheſ(y to it. | le con- 
jured him to remove her trom fir Peter beviquils n 
minded him it was'a' houſe of diſſipation, pride} and ldx- 
unbegged hun to confde how dangerous many parts 
of the company were to 2 3 lady but newly entered 
into the gaieties of life ; he ev hinted his ſuſpicions of 


Hay Peviquil, and count  D' Ollifont. This name 


touched Alfred to ine foul ; — wo no anſwer, bun heav- 
ee e n 9 | 
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$nftanily took fire, and whiſpered him he was the perſon 
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ert by A5bEx. 89 


— % My attention to your 
Alter Has, f ban, Mr. Malerini; Been particular; and r 
now in your Preſence avow 1 1 love her ; love her to 
diftraQtion. '* 72 

| "Why not chen, fir, e Alſred.— . avow it to 
me World, arid openty adüreſs her as a man of hogor'? 

Not, fir, that 1 with for your alliance with her, more that 
that of any Ser geriffeman ; yet T coticiives when ſenti-' 

ments of love and attachment are declared for a young . 
woman, they ſound not with propriety till {andioned by 
the open behaviour of an iotended huſband. 

4 And that, firs” feptita Mr. Milverne, « Mond before 
now have been exemplified in me, had it not been for a 
whimſical father whoſe conſent I muſty if poſſible, obtain, 
for the ſale of us both :=—1f this can be done, I all be 
happy tb make her my wife, and think. myſelf bleed i in 
the poſſeſſion ok ſuch a treaſure. * 

Alfred Ritl remained thoughtful; reflections wes on 
his mind, and they were almoſt too much for his ſenſes.— 


Henry Peviquil, he was now informed, wore a maſk of” 


friendch ip to cover Nis villany : he had more than once 


thought illofhim, in his tranſaions at St. Jamds's-ftreet 3 : 
yet he was.a-young man of the firſt faſhion, the fowof a: 
perſon of diltinAion... But were theſe idle pompous orng<- 


ments to make amends for the ruin of his ſiſter, the Gifs 


grace of his family, the curſe of himſeif — that ſite? de- 94 
lirered to his care by a fond mother—that ſiſter wh5in Me 


was bomd to protect by every tie of blcod;-lovey. and hon- 


gur —that ſiſter who herfelf foreſaw danger, and withed to 


eſcape it, but- was prevenie Mx him that ſitter - whioſe- + 


regard for him he knew ſo be fincere—thiat ſiſter Wh had: 


been inſulted yet had no ove to de ſend her, but thoſe Who, 


| under motives of charity, would expect a reward mat mien 


| 3-once «ruth her to (he loweſt ſtate of human mnattre ti. 
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p « Aqurſed/idgh.!!2,exelainjes. he» in a galer hardly artic- 
ulate, pulled the check · ſtring, and * the coachman 
to ſtop. y "ns e e 
There was a wildnefs in his look, which alarmed Me. | 
Milverne. Lou are not going to leave me, Mr. Maſerini 255 
ſaid he: L intended to ad you to take a friendly dinner 
with me. 41 t nne 
441 thank you, fit? returned Alfred, « 6 but muſt beg to 
be excuſed, ” He leaped from the carriage, and darted 
acroſs the Park towards Piccadilly. 


= +»: He had arrived at the turnpike-gate when lord Albaurn' s - 


poſt chariaggrove through. Alfred juſt perceived his lord 
ſhip and his daughter were in it. The young lady's eyes 


125 met his at the tame moment they both dowed ;—but 


her father did not obſerve him. He Ropped the ſervant, 

who was on horſeback paying the toll, and aſked if his 

jordchip was going a little excurſion from London. ON, 5 
4: He: is going beyond a little excurſion, lit,“ replied the 


man many miles from hence.” 


. Alfred was ſtruck with aſtoniſhment.—. = miles ! nt 


| —— he : « why, lady Caroline never informed me of 


F By, although I faw her yeſterday. wn 
- 268. Her lady hip. ſaid the mans 4 did not know of it 


herſelf. two hours before we: {i off gg 


as it was A, ſi udden 


whim, of lard Albourn” 3 48 
The ſervant ſeemed in a hurry 8 the chariot, 
which had. got fame little. diftance ;—bnt Alfred Kill de- 
_ tained him, 10 inquire." what pipce they were going. ** and 
hen they were to return. . F | 
_ The man e realy could not. tell to What 
the diſtance was near two. | 
pundred miles — town ;—that his lord returned in "> 


Week, but that lady Caraline was 10 be left behind. *. 


Ne then ſpurred his horſe, and len his ern in a Rate 


$:\.4 34% 


Jute bester ban NupefaQions 25 * | "That 
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That Jord Alhourn. had taken his Adder bern le 
don merely to, avoid any further intimacy with him, was 
certain z in ort, the occurrences. of the morning had 


| overwhelmed him with deſpair and he found bimſelt at 


his own lodgings, befote his recolleQion had reminged him- 
he was going that way. Leonard opened the door ; this 
faithful ſervant plainly. faw the agitation of his ſpirits, — 
Alfred trove to diſguiſe his uneaſineſs, and afkeds with. 
1 ſome degree of compoſure, if any perſon” had called fince 
he leſt home? Leonard anſwered, N one, except a 
mean-looking mans who had left 2 note for him, which 
lay in the dreſſing, room. ''—He immediately repaired toit 
and read the contents; it was from. his taylor, requeſting 
| the payment of ſeventy pounds on the next day—andy if” 
diſappointed, threatened an arreſt. He had, a week. be- 
fore, drawn upon his banker in France, for the laßt es 
hundred pounds ot his fortune; this would, not Sven pay 
his debts. Ruin and confuſion ſeemed to encircle Rim: 
where was now his pride — his honor his character . 2 
gentleman and a ſoldier? Where was his love for his f- 
ter? In what manner was he to make gend his word., of a 
adding a part of his ſortune to hers ?—It he remained in 
England, diſgrace and infamy muſt ſurround him nor 
could he fly, but like a mean and beggarly putcaſt of  ſoci- 
ety,, leaving behind him the name of a ſwindler and a-vil-. 
lain. Eyen, in his own country, he muſt. meet the re- 
proaches of thoſe to whom he uſed to preach leſſons of mo- 
rality, and by example enforced his doQrine, Matilda 
too, what was to become of her ? Her fortune would not 
ſuppert her. Muſt the,” laid he, through my faults 
and follies, "fink with me into deſtrudion? Who is to 
Protest her when 1 am in jail 7 That villain, count D\O}- 
+» Jifonty whom 1 ſuſpe& to be the. murderer of my father, 
| may ſeize on the moment to complete his accurſed inten- 
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2 kutked beadlong into Ierenicatable rufn. It ſe 
166 much. - bxctaimed he, rutiniag ts u patt ef te room ; 


| Whicrt his Word hug: his defpalt brardime Him znr 
"ew the” blade föm tlie Leabbärd in a Wha" of TY 


züd uttered, in à voice of phrenty, NNO Taefy them 


alt; even hell ical is better man n come to-möt- 


n. einn © £2 TL EE. IE 
Tow. | 
The glitreting ara in his band, ;—his arm 
in the very motion to firike his. Eeart, when he 0 1 
with-Reta"by 4 pertan behiria him. "He tdrned, gaſping. 
with convulfive madneſs; 1 the good. old Leonard EA . 


Sefore/fiim'on His knees —— Merciful father, exclaimed. 


28583 74 


be, „ look an him with an eye of pity inen turning. 0 
Alfred with a ſtern aſpeR ; is this, fir,” faid he, «za time 


ts; 8 before that God, to whom you. have fo much” to- 
wer for, and from whom fo little. to expect Looks | 


| 6 ans e ror before. you 3 Ind, conſider if your Beete 


is in a proper fate tor a dying. man; ; Four countenance 
convulſed and agitated ; your ſenſes in a Rate of diſtrac · 
tion the ſword of your departed father lifted: in vor 


and ready to ſuperſede the power of your Cod, by put - 


ung an end to that exiſtence he give vou, and . 
1y has atone a right to extinguim. ? 1 — 

- The” ſword! diopped from his hand; he funk into 2 
chalr, and fete ſeverely the ſuſt reproaches of his ſervant ;.. 


«ak thank vou, Leonard,“, was all he could tay ; but he 


: made a motion to be alone. Leonard firſt Tecured the - 


Waere and then left kic to meditate on his raſhneſs. 

He continued for ſome time i in a Hate of A6pid inſerſ- 
bility, but by degrees recovered; and Hhugdercd at the 
danger he had eſcaped. His reſolution was fixed) never 
more to game ; he- ſwore by the moſt ſolemn oath never 
fo. glay, but fos. a. riding. oats nor any. more to en 5 
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| himſelf, a a place. add to. his coft 
the yillany of mankind under the n atk * 1 


4141 SET 5 Fe 
71 


kindneſs. Win theſe refolutions Aifed (tas 


4s £7 1 1 


the remal wer. of .tHe 41 thanked Leonard again for, his. - 

care, and retired zo reſt wins myre e ee N 

faction than he dad for months detore. N 

Matilda was qyerpowered with mi-forrnes. * a- a2 

Hug, of her father's diſappearance, and. the fuſpicign, | 
which refted- on the count, whom the hae. before dliked, 
hut apy. even thageres at, bis nage, bee her, into pew 
4500b!es and diftrefs. "The rofulis the has received * 

a ae altbough ther Soma a hey in 


alt eee 


911 $440 |; 


aad 


+4 


'drother a ſmall pars af er fortuce, 50 gary hes over, to 
France 5: ad, immeiaicly on her arrival in that conan 
"to enter a $1 66 2nd potally ſeclude berſeif from. n 
world where, young 25 the; was, the could. plainly. per= 
_ceive , the intereſted ang. Fopdig. yiews of mankige.; and 
eee AW gained 
* "That et $i «> alm wen ig güte! 19:2 54 
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| Po. © Who is the cauſe of this norrid downfal to be and 
Wee? Man [ he who inthe books of nature was er. 


| 
[ 
[ 


. er er. 


i betet cegins ir wo 1 W 1 p 34s ddr | 
HRP and. defenceleſs from the e '6f the 
"wicked ; is give fuccour to thofe whe beg, nature are 
dels capable 'of bearing up againſt: impolition's 3-and ho 
donſequentiy ' requite that aid which, according ts the 
avs of chriſtianity, he is boundtocafford them. 


"ted to taks” on bim Us godtite office of — to the 
lemale part of the World: Yet Coth he blunt his Feelings 
"againſt every trait of humakiry; and dates deſtroy that 
"which the Almighty intended he Thould” preſerve. © Of 
— thib deferiptioa "there arc manly : but it is "to" be hoped 
they are greatly averbalanced by the more noble and gen- 
"hai part- of- mankinds who-oquatly” feet the effects ef 
r yet ſcorn to gratify their paſlons by Vitlinous and 
 "qellderate ſchemes of ſeduQion. GOT 
*Cotit D'Ollifpot wit” firuck with” Marilda's” Ka, 
"he Fr evetling he was at fir Peter's; and, in the few 
minutes interval between feeing her and being introduced, 
de ſettled within his own mind, if poſſible, to-ſedutt her. 


The count. — 3 


$$ FF © x 


milk of human kindueſs was not in any 3 
in ſoftening his compoſition : tha tear, of compaſſi>n was 
never ſeewin his eye, nof could the moſt diſmal tale or 
even fight of wos prosure from him an accent of pity, 
or even a ſympathetie ſigh. Tue gratification of his paſ- 
fions was his whole concern 4 nor did be ſtap at any thing 
to accompliſh. what his wiſhes, prompted him to poſſeſs. 
He now enjoyed the whole eſtates and large fortune of 
count Mafcrini, grandfather to Alfred and Matilda 3 he 
y could Theretore well afford to live in the moſt ſplengid and 
#legant manner. On riches s fa icy pended; . 
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. eres: ma * 
ore, FORK us he knew * Sg; almoſt , 


w ende a be ae of an gern man. i n ny 
He bad juſt Planned an what manner 10 er 50 
tack 1 ee gs g ede de eg, be. 
viqul . was before related, led B him up and int roduced,, 
her under the. najne. of \ Maſeriai. | The pid are. of her fas, 
ther plainly , confirmed. who the. Was. A ſudden horror 4 
_ overcame, Mm; he felt 3, ſomething Arike his hearts which 
he had heardideſerided as the doch of reworſe4, he. haw- 
ever. foon recoyered and geſumed his natural gaiety and 
paliteneſs · Vet ihe behaviqur.gf Alfred did not gοααν - 
ticeg Þy him z ang it ſeemed as if he had actusliy known, 
thoſe intentions the forge had. deen mreighing in dene 44 
fixe.minutes; before... 
Reſt ſorſock the pillow, of 8 mn EVE "a 
ideas of. ſeduRian. regpived a check at the mention of., the 
name ; yet every circumſtance coincided, with his wiſhes,, 
except her brother: him. be feared. Mean and daſtardly. 
in his diſpoſition, he, was: feartul cven 35, 4, child. and, 
would ſhiink like a wretched reptile from che juſt revenge 
of a man whom he had criaged. to with meanneſs, for the 
purpoſe of deſtroying his happineſs, andruining his family, 
n geſped to make himſelf agreeable to Matilda, and wait 
for an opportunity, when, . ſome means of others, Alfred 
Gould * mann n 
_ "require. 
That opportunity mas now ven the tailor, who has. 5 
| threatened in_2 letter to arreſt him, was the ſame that 
mage La ,Fjothes ; it, was he who firſt perſuaded | 


6; 


une te procure hail he-myſt be condiny- 
ed at feaſt for ene might, and during that time he could). 


* ele, Io" noon. of AN 9 f 
had 


eg 


1 listen 17 


be te eit ö Matilda) convey ber 6 fo en 
ne e OS: Tien bale Ws 


I F 1 


et] deliberation, pur into- executive 3 4 the tailor * 
tormed the count in the even ing ihat ne had not received © 
nis money 1 the latter then ordered the mon, on. pain of 
2&8 nis diſpleaſure, and entire toſs of ' his cuſtom, Rot to fail 
do put his threats in ptaclice“ Tb add greater tore to this 
reque ſtii he pieſented Him with à ten pound bank -hote, 
over νανα,Aοe ihe bill he man paid hte: and received 
| ſolemn ! promiſes in return, that his Bs Rhea bs 6+ 
* complitbed with the greateſt exaciheſs. 245 
Count D'Ollifont then proceeded to Gr Peter Peviquiſs; 
- he plajuly perceived there had been a miſunderſtanding 
| between the lacies's but u hot is ag ae e 
# - his plan. $4lt $6 224 (bes + 3s de . 19 T. a7 5 
| i | Ne pteſented the family ie chills ihe" a” grand ud ma- 
Werde which was 10 be at ihe Puntheon the vext even- 
| 2% Ing; and alfo begged Mr. Milverne's acceptance of one, 
: E who emtered the room ſoon after him- Sf HOW ery x 1c 
= Ma: Md at firſt dectined going 1 but the count would 
|, take'tio" refuſal. She ſermed particulatly Evol i in her be» 
|” havidur tower Wm ;* bur this ditt not in HL 
damp'his ſpirirs in hi plor be nah wnteraken. 1 
Ia the courſe of converfation; he hinted här he mould 
like Mr. Maſerini 10 be of the party, and pretended he 
ould likewife nn nim "a Vicket the Followin ; morning. 
He'grve them ro uidefftarid the manager of it was patron- 
HU by hiintetf,* and Eonlequenly be” thoul exert Ul. in 
tereſt as mass bombe tr dn Wenk 607 hs abt 
The count, Mr Milverne, and Henry Peviguit, eſcorted 9, 
the. laces to 4 corcett: they: 'rerarned” to Tupper. "Mt; 4 
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a he len her brother 3 he did not a 
relate t her the manner in which Alfred flew from the 
_ carriage!; but turned the converſation by ſaying, „ He: 
could not perſuade him to take a dinner.''—She would 
have continued, but was interrupted by the count's aſk» - 
ing in what charaQers- they intended to appear. Matilda. | 
and Mr. Milverne reſolved to go in dominos; Henry Pe» 
ote; fir Peter, a hermit4-her- ladyſhip, a nun; and\miſy; 
Peviquih à gipſy. The count ſaid he did not think hime+ 
ſelf able to ſupport a character, and therefore ſhould fol- 
low the example of his fair couſin, as he was pleaſed to 
ſtyle her, and appear in no particular dreſs. About one 
oelock he took his leave, and promiſed to be with them 
the next evening. Mr. Milverne likewiſe appointed to c] 
in Groſvenor-ſquare at the ſame hour. 
Matilda retired to her chamber, but not to fleep'; he 
_ -difiiked even the ſight of count D'Ollifont ; yet the had 
conſented te be conducted by him to a maſquerade. It 
| was an entertainment ſhe had much wiſhed to ſee 5 burt 
had heard of its being a dangerous ſcene of amuſement. 
She however reſolved, if poffible, to perſuade her brother 
to accompany them, and for once be the cauſe of ſpending 
a diffipated evening: ſhe ſhould then conſider herſelf fafe 
in his preſence, aud have greater 9 
tainment. 

Alfred Maſerini aroſe in the morning, more dat 
than he had been for many weeks ; having already reſol- 
ved, immediately. on receiving the ſum he expected from 

MN. Le Mercier, to diſcharge his and retire with his 
ſiſter to France. He ſat down to breakfaſt, again thanked 
Leonard tor kit care, and told him of the alteration in 


4 
* L . 
oy 0 G V * 9 
1 Front NP 5 "IS © | * 
a . ny — * NY | ] | | 
wt — . — x 


22 A id 
aw 


"TR Sa 7% l . . 


% 
y l 
7 
4 
bs 
4 
* 


8 : = * 


5 GRASYILLE ABDRE« 


ſentiments; he obſerved on 6 
him ; having afked from whom it came, he was inſermed 
man brought it early in the morning, and ſaid it ;requir+ 
d n anſwer e ee n — 


*% 


Fo Mr. Maze 11. 5 


ane as an ane 

the preſent cireumſtances, yet I conjure y ou, for the ſake 

of your own happineſs and the honor of your ſiſterr to 0+ 
dey thi dictates it contains. Count D'Olifont has engag- 

ed fir Peter Peviquil's family to a maſquerade this even- 
ing at tho Pantheon: and it is his intention in the courſe 

_ of the night to convey miſs Maferini, by treachery, to a 

- Houſe he has provided in the country for this purpoſe ; 
here he will take every advantage of her ſituation. He is 

| alſo determined todeprive her of your proteQion, by keep- 
ing you away z which ſcheme he has planned with the 
tailor bo ſent te you. for money yeſterday. The man 
© Will: call this morning, and arreſt you if the bill is not dif- L 
Charged. Be not offended at ſeeing the incloſed 1001. 
bank note, as you may not immediately be able ts procure 
Le: ot the ſum :—pay him, and, if poſſible, perſuade him to 
+ "Keep the Knowledge of it from the count. I have alſo 
ent you a tigket far themaſquerade ; fail not to be there; 
but by no menns &iſcover yourſelf to the party, whom you 
will recogniſe ia the characters of a hermit, a nun, a gipſy, 

- Among them will be three dominos, 

- hich ate the diſguiſes of your Liter, Mr. Milverne, and 
the count: watch diligently the latter, whom you will ob- 

E ſtetve draw the young lady te a private rocm, and then by 
1 to wait at the back - door 
' af the building. I leave the reſt to you· Fail not to fol. 
n * 4 wy | | 4 
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ö TT this anion ar 
1 well be; conceived, He ſhowed it to Leonard, 


and aſked hüs advice ; the old man begged bim to attend 
te its contents: . No ones ſirz”* faid he, , could. hae 


© an intereſt in writing ſuch a letter ; and the bank-note 
Fully confirms it to, be no idle frolic.'” Kis ideas were the 

| fame,, as his maſter's, and they determined, to exg- 
cute implicitly the, direQions given. The receiving 
the money hurt him ; but it was abſolutely neceſſury 
diſcharge: the debt, as he had none of his own, till that he 


had ſent *% arrived : he however reſolved to find out, if 


_ poſſible, the perſon, and repay him with every acknow- 
ledgment, if the ſuſpicions were well 
_ Alfred determined, in the Gift place; nat ty fe hae fk. 
ter, and gave Leonard orders, if any of the ſeriaaty Meal 


come from en r to ſend ware, DISK ke "is. 
"Hor at home. 
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About eleven o'clock; the tailor arrived, was 1 9 : 


and received his money. The man was aſtoniſhed, A. 


red infiſte an his taking a glaſs'of wine, and made lim 4 


= 
* 
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n prefent for the trouble be had cauſed. He then related: 
to him the ſcheme which he had heard was to * "uy m. 
n me. count and himſelf. 1 0 


Surpriie, guilty and confternation, FER the alors 


utterance : k believed it muſt be ſome ſupernaturat po 


er that had informed him ef it. Alfred argued with hm 


for fome time, explained dre, villainy of fuch proceedings... bh 
and dhe ruin that might have erfted. . Ih forts he Wen- 


ed ſo much on the por fellow's "feelings, that he elk at 
1 aſked ten thouſand pardons, and begged to Know 
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If be: „ 
injury he had intended to commit. „ 44 
Alfred took him at his word, and informed him that 
the only way to make reparation, would be, to go imme- 
diately to the count, and fay. that every circumftance had 
ſucceeded to his wiſhes, for that Mr. Maſerini was in clofe 
' confinement. The man * promiſed to be punQual in the 
meſſage, and, alter u dene him fo ls nan, 
3 3 a 
As it was expected, 2 fervant called from fir Peter's, to 
ay that miſs Maſerini wiſhed much to ſee her brother. 
Leonard told him he was Juſt gone out, r 
Alfred then ſent to procure his dreſs with as much ſe- 
rely as poſſible : it was © plain domino, that he might 
not be obſerved. 
In the courſe of the afternoon, the ſervant from Grof- 
venor-ſquare arrived a ſecond time ; but was anſwered as 


* b he. - : before, that Mr. Maſerini was not yet returngy/; he lett 


d gote from hi his ſiſter, and defired it might be given him as 


14 + © ſoon as he came home. . Alfred opened it: Matilda in- 


. eruelty he had long ſuſpeQed him to be guilty: of ; and 


formed him how, much againſt her inclination it vas to ac- 
company the count to a maſquerade ; yet the could not 
decline the invitation without abſolute rudeneſs. She re- 
Aueſted her brother would be there, and concluded with 
,Taying ſhe ſuppoſed. he had alſo received a ticket. 

_ He reſolved to take no notice of the letter, but as the 
anonymous epiſtle deſired (the contents of which. he had 
nom every, reaſon to believe authentic), to go himſelf, un- 

| knowa.to every one. He panted for the moment when 

he thould detect the villain in the very a of injuſtice and 


cruſh; that monſter to the earth; mh NONE the. 
dee 68 his bur. 
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— of raced wor antounceT wheny - 
tavidg Place In his pocket a brace of piſtols, he threw 
nimtelf dat 3 tndigpeynnd rr the e e 


w-arive to the Pantheon. Fs * 
HRS / * 
- rf Ve + ** = * 1 | 4 

N 


Ai M 


. ct rkR XX. 


Keno mor Ta t Lab HAST an 


COOL the coachman, whea he Ropped ar 
the front- doors in Orfotd-road, to drive round and "ay | 
Fine ae, ck 

The Pantheon was-crowded ; the company were nume⸗ 
tous and elegant ; every one looked happy and pleaſed 
with each other. “ ſaid Alfred, „ am the only per- 
fon 'who ſeem unfociable and alone. Several characters 
paſſed, which he knew-by their voices z but he obuld no- 
den a group-of 'dacthanals rathed by him, abd among 
mem be obſerved Don Quixote Having addreſled the 
sgore in & ſeitned voices by inquiring aer hig Dulcities. | 
del Tobbſo, he Immediately received @ witty anſwer from. 
z tohgls which. 225 n it_to wn, Perk 


GET : 89 


Ne now judged the reſt nf the pay ven oe. 
rooms) and accordingly continued his ſearch. | 
In about” a quarter of an hour he perceived l 
join his cotypany ; they were dreſſed exactly as the letter * 
had deferied, 'excopt that he could obſerve only tus dec, 
miniss, which! he found were his ſiſter and the count 3. 
but ſoon-after heard them {peat * Gy were- 1 . 


at not ſceing Me. Milverce, © © N 
At fapper the greater part ofthe company ae. 
. * 3. „ 
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| TEIN they had drank ; mifs Peviquil. was chiefly taken up 


wand, the embiem et his power. This figure gave him 


Heard, That he punithed.the guilty, and gave ſuccour to 
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| nd Aled was eafrmd that eee on exc of 


with his eye fixed. on thin (Hs gave ogy Vero 


Matilda treat the count with the utmoſt covineſs : but yet 


He thought he could perceive, in the countenance of the 


latter, a malicious -{mile-occafiened by the hope of having 


"her ſhortly in his power. Theſe ideas made bim re- 
double his vigilance j and he direRly after the repaſt join- 
ed them almoſt cloſe, bat Reeve at clas pe ee . 
tape notice. „ae * nr wo 
Henry Peviquil. and. is father. ſeemed heated by the 


'In gallanting with a gambling friend of her brother's ; and 
Her ladyſhip in paying compliments to her faſhjonable ac- 
quaintance. Count D'Olilifont attended to none buf hie 
fair relation; and the ipattention the received from the 
others, gave him an oppartunity of continuing his polite- 
neſs. Alfred remarked a- magician Who followed a1ſo 
The Reps of the count ; bis dreſs: was truly conformable 
to the part he perfermed; and he held in one hand a 


foe chagrin, and he reſolved to addreſs. it, by aſking him 
zin what manner he made uſe of his art : the magician. an- 
Twered, in a voice which he thought he had ſomewhere 


the innocent. I know. you, -young man,“ ſaid he: « and 


Jon are bu a noble cauſe ; be cautious how. you execute it. 


Alfred was ſtaggered at zhis reply, but yet thought they 
wish be words of chance, and begged an explanation of 
© the incoherent ſentence. The magician faids he would 
_ convince him of his knowledge; and immediately wrote 
on a card the following words. «« Your name is Maſeri- 
1 your buſineſs at _— * 
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„ in mg perfon.of your kr: the time . 
near : be diligent, and fail not. 
Dx the time he had read;theſe fow ond» e ee 

was gone ; and the aſtoniſhed. Alfred Rood for ſome time 
motionleſs : he ſeemed ip a dream, and could hardly be- 
n rogyregdunaticndge oO” 
his ſiſter eo diffrent part- ot-the 
Rotunda, but he quickly, made up to them ; their party 
eaſy. The former in vain ſtrove to give her comfort i the 
could hardly conceal her tears. It was about three o'clock, 
the time fixed for the horrid ſcheme, when Alfred. obſerv- 
ed the count draw his Gſter to another room, under the 
idea of ſecking their. friends. the Glands e 
him inform her that he had been juſt told they waited for 
them in their carriages at the back entrance, He led her 
20. the door z that being a place for chairs only, there 
were no coaches near. The count conduQted Matilda down- 
the ſtreet, and turned into a part where. there was gcha- 
riot and one hackney coach waiting at 2 little diftance, - 

. Matilda, ſeeing, no, one in the carriage» refuſed to enter. 
u. we count entre. ted. but the ſtill continued obſtinate, 
and ſecmed extremely, alarmed. They were net within 
another man who ſtood with him. Alfred gaſped for 
breath; his very ſoul was convulſed with rage. Count ; 
 D'Ollitont . with tome vehemence again infiſted on her 
complying. with nis requeſt : ſhe anſwered, ſhe would dic 
fic, and burſt into a TL as he. e to 
force her into the carriage. ; | 

„ Your brother, now, madam” 10 the count, 73 
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not here to te your prides 7 fruſtrate te 
She ſcreamed, and faintedln ei 
e Damnable 'villain ©??* © exclaimed Alfred : 4: krlow 
tou art miſtaken-: for you now dghoid Him ready 
protect the honor of his houſes! by cruſhing to the earth 
that 'wretch who dare ſeduce bis ſiſer.**; de Sci 
wos he utiered theſe words, — ip ts | 
1 arms of ene of the count's fervants, infenuble. Leonards 
who had dreaded his maſter's violence of temper by the 
piſtols he bod taken in his pockets, determined te be 
near at the times to aliſt his 'ybuny lady * he accordingly 
waited with à hackney coach,” the ſame that Rood - neu 
| the (count's Chariot: "He immediately run to the affif- 
Wei the vehicle ic] he hav hired”! Wan; Ben 
. bay believe — — 
the r ee w_ 
confirmed the truth. n 
© «1 was only,“ faid he with a. ante, wing 10-cem 
aud your lifter 10 fir” Peter's.'*"" TOA fag, et" 
„ Lur |: villain Y” exclaimed Alfred; . then waſt going: 
to take her to a place where, unprotected, he muſt have 
funk beneath thy diabolical- intentions; nuy more,“ coti- 
tinued he, in a low voice, «+ LRrongly {uſpeAd thee to be 
the murderer of: her father.” ee ace 
ne ſtarted, ood about a minute 10 5 thoughtful poſ- 
ture, and then. uttered with a curſe Deſperate cauſes- 
require defperats remedies !'—pilled a. pine from his 
fide pocket, and fired at his-adverſary :—owing. fo his agi- 
tation, the ball paſſed, and AMﬀred remained” unhurt : 
but he inftantly diſcharged one at the.count, who fell, and 


i= every ſpark. of life ſeemed extinguiſhed. * "The coachman 


and 
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— their” moſigr-mas qauriereds and 19- 


flantly ſecured the young toreigner, who 8 
| eee n — 11 R 


I ſee, “ ſaid he, 44 there has been bloody work. here 


but puniſhment has fallen on the right perſon. He un- 
maſked, and diſcovered the features of Mr. Milverne. 
The men Kill kept their hold of Alfred: but no crowd 


doors, and in a private ireet. Mr. Milverne took the 
part of his friend, ſoon diſengaged him from confinement» 
aid the. — 02405 gen by this time 


The horſes; which had not been out in the day, travel - 
led with the utmaſt ſpeed ; and the driver, in hopes of 


this money, failed not to exert his abilities in keeping up | 


their pace, inſomuck- that he brought them to an inn at 
"Dartford by eight in the morning. „ e O 


During the time of their journey, Matilda leamt from 


her brother the Whole affair, aud plainly - perceived. they 


muſt de plynged into new difficulties, in conſequence o 


the count's death. N ne 10 1199 Ton 6 
Mr. Milverne might be ſuſpeted. as the — 


enn Monehathe Manna never ſee him 1 added ; 


new Pangs to thoſe ſhe already experienced. | 
Leonard informed them, when they 8 fome dig 


tance from town, that a packet from Prauce had been re- 


ceived by the people of the houſe where they lodged 1 


"who tiad negledted to give it till after his maſter had ſet _ 


erk to the maſquerade; he theretore, having no place 46 


Wann 


had aſſembled, as they were ſome diſtance from the 


= * * . 
* 


promiſe — itn if. he-would acne apt TT I 
as poſſible. towards: the-firſt Kage, to Doves. 45: rag © 


* 


„ 


1 


ena LLE ABBEY. 
* 3 x5 


9 lock and ty, avtermined e 


5 — E e ee eee 


ee eee as the direQion con · 
firmed it to come from M. Le Mercier: on opening it, Al- 


being fo great at court, as to prevent any defence from fav- 


ing the perſon who had deprived him of his eniſtence. 


He related bis nder u ne + but he conjures 
him not to riſk his life, from a punAilio-ofhoner. 
1 You are engaged in a juſt cauſe,”” continued MatHldas 
and need not be aſhamed of your conduct being known to 
-the world. She ufed many other argurnents, and aſked 
Rim, e ee eee eee when ne 
was no more. '* | = Went 
To Cod,“ he exclaimed 3 9 mankind all 


— Jett: am fick of the world, Matilda, and 
ente not how foon 1 leave it.“ Surely,“ faid the, 


n that fortitude, courage, and patience, which were -the 
Leading traits in your character, and which uſed to charm 
eur departed mother, are vaniſhed : have you no defire to 
ſee Graſville Abbey? The name ſtruck him to the 
heart. 4 Who can tell but it is ordained for you to unravel 
that myſtery which has ſo long hung over our family, and 
been the ruin of our houſe ? But heaven forbid, Alfred, 
ow" eee to that wry 
1225 b 5 4 1 if- 
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France, 4 [mill overly . 
of a world in which I dave little happineſs te expect.” 
Here ſhe. ſiched deeply 3 her heart reminded her that the 
image of Mr. Milverne would often intrude amid thoſe re- 
Alfred-continued ſilent 3 his curiofity to ſet the rei- 
the myſtic diſappearance of his father, urged him to adopt 
the plans his fiſter had propoſed but his honour, his char - 
| aQer as an officer and a man, forbade ite. b, 
Every mile he found himſelf farther from London, his 
perplexity Increaſed ; nor was his determination by any 
means fixed, when the ceach drove up to the principal inn 
at Dartford. ' Alfred handſomely rewarded the man, de- 
ſired him to ſay nothing concerning the buſineſs he had 
ſhould wonder at ſeeing a hack ſo far from London. The 


each took ſome refreſhment, hired poſt horſes, - WR 
again in leſs than an hour towards Dover. | 

. ————ç— 
ſolutions were fixed to join his regiment, and throw him- 
ſelf on the mercy of his countrymen. «+ 1 ſcorn,” ſaid 
hes 4 to fly ignobly from a puniſhment 1 CR I 
do not juſtly deſerve. 

Matilda thed a flood of tears, but perfealy a 
in his wiſhes, and the ſtrove to think no more of Mr. Mil- 
verne ; that was impoflible, but yet ſhe conſidered, the 
ſtrict and awful ceremonies of a menaſtic life would, in &. 
courſe 'of time, eraſe thoſe thoughts from her boſom. 
Alfred in fome reſpe@s was in a ſimilar ſituation ; his 2 
| quzintance with —— Albourn was firſt com- 


coachman promiſed faithfully to obey his orders. The 
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| rnvniceg in the nian of aiMipation, yet be felt many pst 
| at "hs idea of lofing her for ever. In this career of folly 
he Rad perſuaded himtelf that he was no farther intereſt. 
. the affalr, than merely the idea of being intimate 
with a young lady of faſhion, and having an opportunity 
of toaſting a beautiful girl; but he now plainly” perceived 
that he loved lady Caroline fo far as to make his life un- 
comfortable without her. There was alſo another cauſe. 
for uncaſineſs ; his debts in London were unpaid : to the 
| oat ot ode eee e ne 
1 -ded : a title he in fome meaſure merited. . 
= His filence plainly. told the Rate of Ade unte 
| his ſiſter ſhed many tears at thoughts of their preſent miſ- 
fortunes, and at the recolleQion of thoſe happy hours ſhe 
had experienced under the. care of maternal tenderneſs, 
never, never, to return, . . 
te eee, ee eee — 
| ceived ſome little comfort at the thoughts of returning to 
©  »» - that country where he had ſpent the chief part of his life. 
They arrived rather late at Dover ; Leonard was directly 
* diſpatched to inquire what time the packet would ſail, and 
brought word back, not till the following evening. This 
intelligence was extremely diſagreeable to them; as they 
might betore that time be recogniſed, taken into cuſtody» 
and conducted back to London. They were neceſlitated, 
however, to wait patienely the event ; but Alfred reflect- 
ed, with ſome terror, on the horrors of a jail, in a ſtrange 
country, and under laws he was equally a ſtranger to. 
Under theſe circumſtances, W the inn as 
private as poſſible. 
eee, eee 
rived poſt from London 3 he aſked if any travellers were 


F was an- 
* . ee 


| CO Abr. | 09 
— affirmative: Leonard, cy by chane ever 
ni e dhe affur ; ner 10 30 ba an officer ef 
juſtices and Alfred waited with fortitude and compoſure, 
the event 3 hen they were agreeably ſurpriſed, by loeing, 


. 
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the innkeeper n Mr. Milverne's vai ; 8 
- ate, . * [= 


Count D' Ollifont is 3 ada i 
heaven! exclaimed Alfred, and communicated the agrate. : | 
able intelligence to his ſiſter. G 
Mr. Milverne informed him, that he was opt incuftbdy.. 
um late in the morning, when. he procured bail j being 
then taken before a magiſtrate, he explained the whole ag 
fair; and was honourably cleared. He further informed him 
that the count's indiſpoſition was very uncertainy and ads 
viſed him by no means to remain in Eugland, or make 
himielf known in France, as count D'Qllifont had many + 
friends in that country; whay immediately as they knew or 
the event, would, through particular intereſt at court: 
place him in the Baſtile for life, even if ene . 
recover of his wound. * Pa 

In the latter part of the letter bo —— Wald 2 
with the utmoſt tenderneſs, pitied her ſituations and en- 
treated Alfred by no means to run hazards, throngh falſe - 
notions of | honour, and leave his fiſter deſtitute of po- | 
teftion. He concluded with ſaying, he thought they had 
better paſs over as quick as poſſible to Italy, but requeſted 
he would ſend word what part they relolved to viſit, e 
himſelf hoped to join them in a few wecks. 

Alfred wrote. an anſwer, expreſſing his gratitude" fot | 
the gentlemanlike and friendly treatment he had recgived 5 - 
. 8 
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| the/laws of his country, although he knew them to be de- 
vero where a courtieror man of intereſt was concerned 3 


© but that his getter had entirely altered his refolutiome, and 


that he now intended to travel as faſt and as privately 


. as poſſible towards Italy: that the hope of ſeeing him 


— 
— * 
- ame. 


© there, and making proper apologies for the ſtrange 


behaviour he had been guilty of towards him, would in a 


great meaſure alleviate the diſagreeable manner ot his 
journey. He concluded with” his fiſter's thanks for his 
kind inquiries, and the equal pleafure ſhe would enjoy 


with himſelf, on ſeeing Mr. Milyerne in a ſhort interval of 


This letter was given to the valet, and he ſet off imme- 
diately. The veſſel ſet ſail a ſhort time after, and Leo - 


nard informed his maſter, while they were croſſing the 
Channel, that he had learned from Mr. Milverne's ſervant, 


that the anonymous letter ke had received was ſent by that 
gentleman ; for that he, the valet, was employed by his 


maſter to draw the plan of proceedings from the count's 
confidential ſervant, whom he contrived to intoxicate with 
liquor, and then tommunicnted to ones . the intel 


ligence he had received. | * 
Alfred was vexed that Leonard did not inform him of - 
this circumſtance ſooner, that he might have returned the 


money he received, and acknowledged the obligation. 
Matilda was ſtill more attached to him: ſhe was happy 


in the change of ſentiments which his letter had cauſed in 
her brother, and looked forward with a- conſiderable de - 


| _gree of pleaſure Jor _ time when he ſhould join them 


abroad. 
After a pleaſant voyage of a few hours, they found them 


ſelves landed in their native country but in a far differ- 
22. fituation from that they were in * they lett it : 


then 


—— 0 bei d eddedes by allyiand abel 
; of meeting no one: now they were under misfortunes and 
concealment, ſhrinking from the eyes of every beholder, - 
like wretched outcaſts of fociety; and 2 at _ 
mg 8 n eee 
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. CHAPTER XXI. 
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_ ADVENTURES. 


1 0h, Peace ! bel ber and foul of cio / Vifes 4 
"Beneath wheſe calm. inſpiring influence - „ 
Solence ber views enlarges, Art refiness 
And ſwelling Commerce opens all Ber ports ; 
. 2 be the man of market „„ | 
BY 3 Tw0ure. | 


hy, 


Wiss men of 3 whoſe principles and diſpoſitions 
are naturally juſt, fall undes misfortunes, and experience 
adverfity and diſappointment, their feelings ſufſet a far 
greater ſhock than can be felt by thoſe who, from child- | 
| hood, have been plunged in .irregularites, and are well 
practiſed in the arts of meanneſs and deceit. Nate 
The ſting of remorſe ſeldom, laſts longer than har? pu- 
niſhment which they bring upon themſelves through perpe- 
tual indiſcretion and deliberate ſchemes of villany ;—while ' 
the man who has been merely led away by example or 
youthful follies, receives with redoubled force that blow | 
which ſtabs at once his charadter and reputation. Nor 
can he, though the clouds of deſpair, which encompaſſed 
| him, may be ſucceeded by the ſunſhine of proſperity, think 
a 11 2 (54+! 1 
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| of 'Gifagreeable events at A former part of life, but but K 
anguith and diſtreſs. x 

Ot the numberleſs griefs and allictions to which Hos 
nature is ſubjeQ, poverty is held up as ene of a conſidera. 
dle magnitude ; it generally procures contempt and ill- 
treatment from the haughty ſons of wealth; and the 
opinion of the world in general is by no means favourable 
to thoſe who are not poſſeſſors of riches and affluence. 
Theſe miſtaken and ſhameful ideas are almoſt too pre- 
dominant in every country; and the child of miſery re- 
ceĩves great addition to his woes by the ſneers and ſcandal 
ol his neighbours. Equality, though a word of terror to 
the great, if taken in its true meaning, implies ſenti- 
ments of the moſt noble and generous. kind; inflead of 
pulling down laws, and levelling the whole claſs of man- 

kind, it would confirm unity, peace, and good order. 
The rod of oppreſſion too often falls upon that man who 
is unable, through misfortunes or peculiar circumſtances 
to raiſe himſelf againſt the weight; but cruſhed by its 
power, he finks beneath the force of injuſtice, and is loſt 
to his God, his family, and himſelf ; whereas, in the time. 
of his forrows, had he received comfort, fuccour, or aſſiſ- 
tance, he might have continued. to have e valuable 
member of ſociety. N 
Alfred M. ſerini meditated with painful 19eas on thoſe 
diſt elles which had happened, through his own miſcon» 
duct, during the time they had been in England, He not. 
only beheld lum. If ſurrounded with difficulties, but his. 
tifier, who. was innocent of the capiſe, equally involved, 
through his errors and vices. Voufig, beautiful, and ac- 
complithed, ſhe was but ill calculated to undergo the hard- 
ſhips of life ; yet ſhe ſubmitted to them with reſignation, 
aad could even teach patience. to him who had brought her 
N : . 
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to the preſent diſquietude. This would cut him to the 
ſoul ; and the ſcalding tear of repentance would often ſtarr 
from his eye, in defiance of the many me Aa made to 


2" 


6onceal im. *; 

He was impetuous; proud, ls courageous in Nis diſpo- b 
ſition; yet, in feelings he was a woman : nor was his 
pride of that nature to make him over-look affliction, als” 
though concealed in a hut of poverty and miſery. But he 
laid too great a ftrefs on the punAilios of honour and high 
birth; he valued the name he bore, with ſuch ardour as 
to make him reſent the leaſt affront offered in the . 
to which it belonged. 

Their arrival at Calais was attended with diſagreeable 
and degrading circumſtances, on account of their giving in 
their names, which were feigned ones, and the review of 
their baggage, whick. conſiſted of clothes and a fewartiv — 
cles which Matilda had received from Mr. Milverne's va: 

let; that gentleman having procured trom fir Peter's what 
little goods the ſet a value on, and defired his ſervant to 
deliver them at Dover. Their travelling through France- 
was in every reſpect extremely uncomfortable, and the dif-. 
ficulties they met with in conſequene of their endeavouting 
to conceal themſelves from 4 —-_ curiolity, extremely dif- 
treſſing, = Va 
They had e arrived at the Alps, * they haktes 2 
for the night at a ſmall inn. The accommodation was ve- 
ry indifferent, and they were given to underſtand by the 
hoſteſs that ſome Engliſh perſons of diſtindtion were then 
in the houſe, who took up the beſt rooms. They wens 
therefore neceſſitated to put up with the inconveniengee 
and, after a ſcanty meal, retired to poor and deſolate apart“ 
ments. Both Alfred and Matilda, with Leonard, had, the 7 


n Journey, rode on horſes which the former pur - 
l | chaſed 
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cha 6 . at ew pricg 1 
would be the cheapeſt and moſt ſecret way of travelling. 


= Leonard ſaw: the cattle ſafely placed in a barn. ſome diſ- 
N trom the houſe ; the- ſtables being occupied by the 
nah ſes and ſervnuts of the perſons whom the lanꝗlady had 
2 . IEF gonn.0n 5 foal he in 
. en eee eee 1 1 bs 
vi awakened by à glare of light which darted right on 
mais eyes through an opening on ane fide of the barn, He 
immediately ſtarted up, and looked ont at the door, and 
perceived that the inn was in flames. He hurried en his 
clothes, and ran as ſaſt as poſſible to the fpot, in order to 
aſſiſt his maſter and young lady. By the time he got there, 
oue part of the houſe was entirely burnt down, and the re- 
mainder ſurrounded with flames: he was happy however 
to ſee his maſter and Matilda ſafe ; and the former deli- 
vered NA the-trunks, een e, e Oak 
curity. 0 
A number ef eee mary 
| ſeemed to bewail the fituation of a young lady and her fa- = 
ther, who flept in thoſe rooms which were on fire; but no 
© one dared to go to their aſſiſtance, as the whole fabric was 
* Kt; expected to fall in a few minutes. Nor was the general 
N conjecture wrong, for in a very little time the front gave 
wap, and fell; which diſcovered the internal part of the 
352 two rooms. They could ſee nothing of the gentleman 3 it 
Vas therefore ſuppoſed that he was ſuffocated, and 
Had fallen among the ruins at the back part; but the 
| eyes of the ſpectators experienced à moſt horrid ſight 
in the other apartment: a young lady was ſtanding in 
the middle of the flames. The agony ſuch a fituation 
| mut infpire, had made her inſenſdle; her hands were 
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 claſped. together, and her eyes lifted towards heaven.” "i 
The people cried: out to give her affiſtance3. but none a- 
edtry the experiment; till Alfred, touched with compaſſion ' 
for the unfortunate female, ſprang” forward with a laddery ' - 
and placed it againſt the part of the building which was 
| yet ſtanding: he had aſcended above half way, When the > 
part where the ladder reſted againſt broke from his 
weight; but he-had roſe far enough to perceive, to-his aſ- 
toniſhment, that it was lady Caroline Albourne. 
At this ſight, Alfred forgot all danger, er to 
die or fave her: he accordingly, when he found the ſteps 
fall from under him, claſped a poſt which ſupported th 
| tory, and with an amazing agility ſprang on the tottering 
floor of the room. He took her in his arms, but found no 
ladder ſet for his deſcent ; the people were afraid to come 
near on account of the falling in of the building, which, 
would bury them in the ruins, He called to them; but: 
his cries were vain ; till Leonard, who was returned from 
conducting Matilda to a houſe a little diſtance from tha 
fpot, ſeeing his, maſter in ſuch-a ſituation, ran for the lad 
der; but it was too late, for Alfred felt the place on which 
he ſtood, mult ſiak with them, before he could get to de 
ground by that method :. he therefore, with remarkable in- 
trepidity, jumped from the part with lady Caroline in his. 
arms, and fell on a feather bed which. by chance had been 
' thrown out at the beginning of the fire. 
They were immediatly dragged ſome diſtance off: and. in 
one minute after, the whole fabric fell to the ground. 
The ſituation of the unfortunate lady Caroline may be. 
better imagined than deſcribed ; for eben when the had te- 
covered from the inſenfibility which the thoughts of ber 
danger had cauſed, it was but to experience new miſery... 
Her father, without doubt, was ee ſhe. . 
Sect SI; + had. 
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> from the 


had not yet ſeen her deliverer, nor knew of tho 
rage that had been exerted in her behalf ; 


| moment the front o her chamber fell, the ſaw nor heard 
no more till her recovery in the houſe to which ſhe had 
a been conveyed. She was now attended by ſeveral perſons, 


and her own woman ſervant, who had flept in the back 


| room, and leapt from the window at the ficſt alarm. At 
this period, while all were bewailing the loſs of lord Al- 


bourne, he entered the room, ſupported by two ſervants. 
Lady Caroline fainted; and afterwards fell into hyſterics, 


occaſiened by the joy of ſeeing her father; whom ſhe con- 
ſidered as no more. He embraced her, and ſhed tears of 


paternal tenderneſs for the ſafety of his child. 5 
His lordſhip, when awaked by the alarm of fire, knew 


it would be ſome time before he could enter his daughter's 
chamber, as ſhe always bolted her door on the infide ; and: 
- that the fright which ſo ſudden an information might give 


her, would moſt likely prevent her from opening it at all; 
he therefore conſidered it would be heſt to get out at the 


back part as ſoon as poſſible, and fly to her aſſiſtance in 


the front. With this idea, he attempted to defcend the | 


ſtair - caſe, but found it in flames: this ſight drove kim dif- 
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tracted. Without waiting for help, he jumped from the 


window, and was ſo hurt by the fall, that he lay inſenfible 


for fome time, when one of his ſervants found him in that 
fituation, and conducted him to the houſe which was occu- 


pied by the other ſufferers. 
Alfred Maferini, his ſiſter, and Leonard, were in another 


apartment z they neither of them judged it expedient to 


appear before lord Albourne, his daughtew or any of the 
fervants, for fear a ſudden exclamation. of their name 


mould diſcover them to thoſe who were about. . They reſol- _ 
vels. therefore; to remain ann and then 


have 


: 
* — 
% 


GRASVILLE ABBEY. . "17, _ 


dare un interview with kis lordihip. W 5 
iy extinguithed, the people 2 and a n 
ſome meafure reſtored, | 
At breakfaſt his lordſhip His e manner his 
daughter eſcaped death. They were both informed of the 
circumſtances relative to the behaviour of the young gen- 
tleman who had fo valiantly undertaken to -reſcue her 3 
and heard not the repeated praiſes of the ruſtios UNConcern- 
ed. Lord Albourne's heart, as well as his daughter's, 
overflowed with gratitude, and they both requeſted to fee: 
him as foon as poſſible. The woman of the houſe faid 
the wonld call him direQly, for that he had defired to be 
alone the remainder of the night. She left her noble gueſts 
and repaired to the room where Alfred lept. Having 
knocked ſeveral times without receiving any anſwer, the 
opened the door, and, to her aſtoniſhment, found it empty. 
She immediately entered the chamber of his ſiſter, and ſaw 
that was alſo deſerted, The tables and loft where Leg 
nard. Nept, were wo harched but neither , nor man 
could be ſeen. ; 
In Alfred's deſerted — * obſerved a note 
which Jay on the table; it was directed to lord Albourne+ 
he received: it, and the intelligence that the writer could 
no-where be found. His lordſhip read the wig | 


words? 


TO LORD ALBOURNE. 


MY 10 « 55 
n IF- your: lordfhip's * mould lead you to know 
the name of that man who ſaved your daughter. from the 
flames, it may be ſatisfied by peruſing theſe lines: the an- a 
ly return your can make him, is to keep it a fecret ; an un 2 
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— having Aae that renders 3 de- 
campment {both mean and daftardly) neceſſary ; the man- 
ner of which is totally inconſiſtent with the tharaGer and 


equally __— are of 


ALTA ae 11. 


11 


f lord 8 aſtoniſhed at the elopement of lady 


Caroline's preſerver, he was, if poſſible, far more ſurpriſed 
at the contents of this note; and although he felt the ſame 
obligation to him as to any other individual, yet he would 
rather have had lady Caroline's life faved by any other 


perlon. He concluded Alfred was in debt, and was there- 
fore obliged to keep concealed. ' Lord Albourne was a no- 


bleman of the niceſt honour, and moſt generous fentiments; 


be could. not therefore conſider himſelf happy in being 


obtiged to 2 man whoſe il] qualities he had only known, 


| and, as a ſtranger to his real charaQer, deteſted his princi- 


/ples. He ſtrict ly obſerved what was mentioned in the 


£ note, and and an excuſe for the e ſudden dee 
; parture. r „ 


In private he bg his daughter with the truth. 
She thed tears; his lordſhip ſtarted : «« I hope, Caroline, 
ſaid he with fome warmth, . you encourage not a partial- 
ity for a c total 


Uſlike.”* 


« Your lordſhip, Rint cannot blame theſe few marks 


of fenfibility for one who has ſaved my life, and by that, 


I fatter myſelf, deſerves, your gratitude as well as your 
daughter's.” “ 
„ My moſt fincere gratitude he certainly deſerves,” re- 


pPlied his lordſhip: „ but yet I would rather he ſhould 


have any recompenſe in the world than the affedtions of my 
child. You well know, Caroline, pride was-never a leading 
trait in my character: L have never attempted to bias 
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| though you have bad . many noble offers. 1. therefore 
- think 1 may reaſonably require your complianse in one 


| 119 
e reſpeQing. the choice of a. huſdand, al ·-· 


point, which. is, never to marry. a, gamiſter.: of this deſs, 


cription Mr. Maferini is known. to be ; and by that title 
1 never could own him as a ſon-in-law.” TE 
Lady Caroline ſighed; her underſtanding told her his. 


lordſhip's arguments were juſt ; but her heart informed her 


ſhe muſt ſuffer in the acquieſcence to them. 
Lord Albourne remained near fix weeks at that 1 


till he was quite recovered » and then purſued his journey 


fowly towards Italy. « 


+ *% 


CHAPTER XXL. 


Lon Albourne had obſerved, from the firſt evening 


of his daughter's introduction at Sir Peter Peviquil 's, a 


. growing partiality on her ſide towards the young French- 
man; and particular aſſiduities in his manner, which ſeem · 
ed calculated to gain the affeRQions ng * 
whom they were addreffed.. & 

His lordſhip when thorougly convinced that theſe . 


tures were well founded, determined to inquire more cloſe- 


ly into the charaQer and principles of his new acquain- 
tance : he had received hints ſrom ſeveral perſons, that he 


was a man of no fortune; but wealth was the leaſt object 
of lord Albourne's conſideration; his own income was 
affluent and noble, having, as an only ſon; n 


— 


* 


- 


whole eſtate and title of his father: he therefore wiſely.” - 


| EO man, though with ovly a ſmall patr; s- 


Of» - 


k 2 


conceived that his child might find more ſubſtantial 1. 5 I 


ö > 
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| u e ene Sat name and additional . 
auriess as the wife of a dimpated man of quality. © 


Under thefe ideas his lordibip ſcrutinized the er | 


Altred Maferini. Be heeded not the envious tongue of 


calumuy, but determined to de Hitnfe?f a ſpectator of thoſe 


vices that ſhould render him unfit for an alliance with lady 
Caroline. But he found the general voice to he too true, 
and more than once ſaw him ſeated among notorious fſhar- 


pers at a gaming-table. - Difguſted at the fight, he reſolved. 


never to admit him into his family. Having informed his 
daughter of the reſolution he had taken, he could perceive, 
| by the manner of her PII ANON EN 
. _ on 


„ Her boſem few: Ee ved of guilty 
The charming bluſh of innuxence, ferm, 
2 And admiration of ber lover's flame, 885 
y modeſy exalted ; even a fenſe 
ih of ſelf-approving beauty ore acroſs 
; Her buſy thought”) 


Teuer 


Lord Albourne Was now ere veins” and reſolved 
on a ſudden ſcheme, to break off at once the connection. 

He had received advice to travel, on account of his health, 
which had been in a declining Rate for ſome months. 
He conſidered this as 3 good opportunity ta comply with 
the wiſhes of his friends ; and by taking lady Caroline 


with himy the novelties of other countries, diſtance, and ſe- 


paration, might break an acquaintance which threatened 
her happineſs for ever. 

Nie accordingly ordered the ſervants to deny their young 
lady, whenever Mr. Maſerini ſhould call that day; and 
then geve immediate directions ſor a long] Journey» which 
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Kee re to — the next wominge foam: bauen of | 
importance to tranſact in the country, 

Lady. Caroline was aſtogiſhed, 8 
dy her father to accompany him, and prepare . 
robe in as, little time as poſſible. 

«« Your lordſhip 1 ſuppoſe 8 eee 
cConſequentiy, 1 ſhall have little occaſion for many dreſſes, 
„If I find, Caroline,” returned lord Albeurne, “ that 
de air agrees with me, I may perhaps remain there ſome 
weeks, if not months ;- and, in that caſe, ſhall without: 
doubt wiſh for your company. You had, therefore, better 
order the chief part of your clothes to be packed up - ev“ n 
your writing and drawing benen! I would adviſe you: 
to take with you.“ 

The young lady was ſtill more e ee 
the tay her father intended to make ; but even to wiſh 
not to go with-him, was, in her ideas, cruelty to a parent- 
who had always been ſo tenderlyMtached to her. A 

The next day they teok leave of London. i C 
nine did not mention the circumſtance of ſeeing Alfred at 
the turnpike-gate. At a late hour in the evening they en- 
tered Dover, and flept there that night. During ſupper, © 

his lordſhip epened his mind to his daughter ; acquainted 
her with his motives for Co ſuddenly leaving town, and his” 
intentions of travelling through France and Italy, as he 
hoped change of climate would hoth benefit his health and 
drive from her mind a man unworthy of her eſteem. © | 

« You might, my dear Caroline, concluded his lord» 
hip, «© have had reaſon to reproach me, had I likened to 
the tales of others ; but I had the evidence of my own. 

' ſenſes, and therefore could nor be miſtaken, in obſerving - 
Mr. Maſerini to be a perſon who would in a courſe of time 
bring his wife to wretehedneſs.“ 
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Lady Caroline made no anſwer; but her looks ſhowed 
ſhe thought her father's proceedings right, although they 
were entirely againſt her own inclinations. The. next 
moraing they croſſed over to Calais, and travelled flowly 
towards the Alps, when they ſtopped at that inn where our 
young adventurers arrived a few hours after 1 
It was not a wonder that lord Alboufne mould be cha- 
grined at the note 'Ne received ; when it informed: hun 
that the very man who had given him ſo much uneaſineſs, 
and on whoſe account he left England, had in a few days“ 
time overtaken them, and, by a noble act of courage and 
generoſi ty, bound himſelf by the ſtrongeſt ties, to the 
itude of both his daughter and himſelf. 
His lordſhip, however, was ſoon convinced that his ſup- 
poſition on the cauſe of Alfred's departure was ill founded; 
but his knowledge of the actual reaſon of it ſerved, it peſ- 
ſible, to hurt him more than ever in that ea 
opinion. 5 | 
It wil be now cou to acquaint the. 2 with 
thoſe citaumſtances that eccaſioned the young travellers' 
X precipitate elopement from the inn. 
Leonard was a ſecond time going to retire to nis bed, 
which was no better than a heap of ſtraw placed by the 
ide of his horſes, when à large paper, ſtuck on the door of 
the ſtable, met his eye. © Fatigued as he was, «curioſity 
prompted him to hold up the lanthorn Which he had 
in his hand, in order to read the contents 3 when, to his 
aſtoniſhment aud horror, he preceived it to be an order for 
apprehendiag Alfred Maſerini, as a delerter from his regi- 
ment, and a large reward to be given to = one N would 
produce him. 


Aſtoniſhed and alarmed at this aura he ſtood 
, - ſome ' 
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ereds he ran back to the houſe ; fortunately the entrance 


maſter's: chamber. He knocked, and Alfred anſwered : 
Leonard begged to be admitted. No ſooner had he entered 
the room, than he informed him ot the advertiſment which 
he hid ſeen, and entreated his maſter to ſet off again im - 
mediately.- I am perfectly well acquainted, firs/ with a 
way acroſs the Alps, and * en conduct you 
ſafe into Italy.“ 5 A 

This information was the mw ſevere trial A'fred had 
ever yet experienced; he naw ſaw his charaQer and hogs. 
our ruined, his name branded as that of a cowards and 


even publicly expoſe as à villain, by a reward to be given. 


for his perſon. Leonard,“ ſaid he, half frantic, „aks 
care of my ſiſter, and 1 will this moment fly and deliver 
myſelf up to my country; then I will explain my motives 
ſor my preſent behaviour, and die in à manner that ſha ll 
not difgrace my family.“ * 3 Yr 
% Alas, firs” anſwered. Leonard « conſider my young 
lady. I am a poor man, and little able to afford her that 
protection you requeſt: not but that I would die in her 
defence; yet I am afraid my exertions in her behalf would 
be only looked on with contempt: | 
Alfred was tortured with contending paſſions ;—one mo- 
ment, his honour made him reſolve to give himſelſ up a 


victim to the ſentence of a deſerter; but then his ſiſter, in | 


the power of count D'Oilifont, (who might recove:) pre- 
ſented herſelf to his fancy, nor was the idea of lady. Caro- 


line abſent from his mind. A hope, a diſtant hope, ſeem- 


ed to inſpire him with a wich to fly once more ignobly 
from purſuit, and try his fortune in that part where his 
A had experienced the moſt poignant diſtreſſes. 


N M 2 s Lecnard 


ame moments motionleſs... Having. in ſome degree-recdy- + 


was not faſtened; and he arrived, without difficulty, at his 
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horſes; and Alfred promiſed to follow in a Iittle time, 
Having knocked at the door of his ſiſter's apartment, he 


ries; "ſhe accordingly did as he delired, as ſoon as poſſible. 
In the mean time he wrote with a pencil thoſe few lines 
mat were delivered to lord Albourne. Being joined by 


much Ae wee as the darkneſs of the REINER would 
_ - 827% 3 a 
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e at this. 8 
— down fairs" to the able in order to prepare the 


requeſted in a low voice that ſhe would riſe immediately, 
areſs herfelf, take every thing out of the PP bene 


ed to her, and come to his chamber. 


Matilda was aſtoniſhed ; but it was not a time for friqui- 


his fiſter, he took their trunk, and led her to the ſtable z 
when, being placed on her horſe, they departed with as 


STII not x doubt but that an order row France 
for Alfred return to his regiments. at a very fliort not ice, 
hw been ſent & few hours after he left his lodgings ; but 


o advertife him as . ſerter, was a method equally 
fange and uncommon, In ſhort, count" D' Ollifont“s in- 


terference ſeemed to appear in the affair; and they greatly 

fuſpeted it was through his friends, fome of whom were. 
ſuperior officers, and others in great favour at courts that 
ſuch cruel proceedings were occafioned. © © 

"Alfred remained in a deep reverie ; and n was Yea" Leo» 
nard that his (iter learnt the reaſan for fo ſudden and ur- 
countable a flight. They were fome miles from the 
houſe by day-light, and halted at a ſmall cottage for ſome 
refreſhment, before they began their journey on the Alps. 


They had here, fortunately, an opportunity of charging 
mme three horſes for two mules and a kind of carriage 


which would de more convenient and fafe for Matilda 10 
travel in; and alſo prevent remarks, which the fight of 
7 1 » +21 — other 5 


or curious viſitors. 
keep from the knowledge of Matilda ; 


; which his ſiſter dwelt on 
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other animals might. Jteg-cccifioiiea? among the peaſants, | 
In about an hour they again ſet off, and Leonard ated as 
driver the chief part of the way. | | 3 
Nothing particular occurred during their journey acroſs 
the Alps, which was extremely difficult and tedious, ex- 
cept a viſible alteration in Alfred's health for the worſe, 
and a ſettled deep melancholy in his ſiſter, which threat- 
ened a total decline in her conſtitution, 
ſtrove to point out to them the beauties of the country and 
the romantic ſcenery which ſurrounded them; their own 
misfortunes engroſſed every idea ; and the cloud of miſery, 
which had ſo long been gathering over their heads, ſeemed 
now ready to burſt with full force and horror, Theix ar- 
rival in Italy was productive of little joy or comforts as 
they had every reaſon to fuppoſe the ſame papers had been 
publiſhed through that country: They ſecreted themſelves 
as well as poſſible at every place where they ſtopped, uſing 
the niceſt economy for fear of exhauſting their little tore 3 
which, although it might laſt them a conſiderable time 
with frugality, yet, with n could be but 95 
mort duration a 
Alfred had reſolyed in his own mind, from their firſt 
ſetting off from Dover, to viſit. Graſxille Abbey ; be now 
conſidered it would be a place of great ſervice in point of 
ſecreting them from their enemies, as there. was little doubt 
but ſuperſtition had kept it entirely free from inhabitants 
But theſe intentions he determined to 
for he well knew 


— 


Leonard in vain 


the idea of reſiding there would add greatly to thoſe ſulfer- 
> ings ſhe already experienced : and the circumſtances of the 

light in the weſt tower, the noiſe which was heard by their 

father, and his remarkable diſappearance, were ſubjects 
with horror, TEE ſhe read 
M3 | 


the 
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the manuſcript of her aint. But he hoped to purſtiage 

Ber to remain there for fome little- time, and then con- 

ndered that ſhe would ſoon become ee e ig 1. even 
as 2 place of abode. Porvoo ot ha Ga: 5 

Leonard well knew the roads that ſed to the Abbey, as 

he had often feen it when young, and could well remem- 
ber the hoſpitality and goodneſs of the old count Maſerini. 

To him Alfred privately conveyed his intentions, and re- 

_ queſted him to bring them to the manſion on a fudden, 

and unknown to Matilda. The man feemed hurt on ac- 

c bunt of his young lady, and begged leave to remind him 
that it would be cruel to diſtreſs her, when the needed no 

| more occaſions for terror or alarm. N 

„ Lthank. you tor the caution,” returned Alfred coolly ; 

1 but am not yet ſo great a villain as to > behave. in the 
manner you. ſuppoſe. * 

- Leonard looked confuſed ;- his maſter continued 

? ; „will not even propaſe a favourable argument to keep 
her there againſt her own inclination. But you muſt agree, 
mat if Matilda could diveſtherſelf of idle terrors, and ac- 
quieſce jn. the plan, it would in every reſpect be particu- 
larly fortunate, both in preſerving-our little property, aud: 

| concealing! us from the eye of malice or contempt.” 

*; With. theſe intentions they rode ſome Heagues each day, 
and, on the fifth morning, from their firſt. entering Italy, 
_ found themſelves within ſix hours“ travelling of Graſville- 
Abbey, The clouds ſeemed to ipdicate an approaching: 
norm; rain fell in Lia drops, and ſeveral claps of thun- 
der were heard at a diſtance. Matilda was alarmed, and 
begged they migkt alight at ſome place. where they might 
And ſhelter till the tempeſt ſhould i in fome degree abate. 
In vain they leoked round for a cottage or hovel to anſwer 


e purpoſe ; z- Bo Nen place could be ſeen; ; when their 
bs... om 
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attention was called; or by the ſight of a young girl. em- 
ingly about ſixteen, Her hands were'clafped; and Her eyes 
lifted towards heaven. Her appearance-ſhowed both terivr 
and diſtreſs. Leonard drove to the ſpot where ſhe ſtood, = 
and Alfred offered the ſhelter of their vehicle, which the 
accepted with joy ; and by her thanks for their Kindneſs _ 
they perceived the was a native of France. Matilda in- 
quired to what part ſhe was going. She auſwered, with 
an unaffected ſimplicity, An here. They were both 
aſtoniſhed at the reply, but reſtrained be 
deſired Leonard to drive on. 9 
The ſtorm had now blowa over, 1 clouds were 
Rill gloomy and unſettled; but the latter part of the day 
they again joined, and ſeemed. to foretel another. war of 
elements. Vivid flaſhes of white lightning darted on the 


ground, and loud claps of thunder (which was now much 


nearer) burſt over their heads. Matilda declared ſhe would: 
rather put up with any fituation, than travel while it laſt- 
ed; and Agnes (which was the name of the young girl) 
was extremely terrified. At that moment they perceived 
the turrets of Graſville Abbey riſe above the trees which 
ſurrounded it. Alfred ordered Leonard to e Yon 
ately to it. 

Matilda ſhuddered, a was afhamed to-confefs her fears. 
It was now nearly dark, and they entered a grove of anci- 
ent cedars that led to the front gate. The lightning way 
horrid. and the thunder ſeemed to ſhake even the centre 
of the earth: both Agnes and Matilda were nearly inſenſi- 
ble when the carriage ſtopped before the Abbey. One 
wing ſeemed entirely in ruins, but they had no time for 
_ obſervations. Leonard. had not quitted the mule he rode 
on two minutes before the animal was ſtruck. dead at his 

. and each expected the ſame fate. _ Allred new to the 
(5; . Bates, 
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gates, and being aſſiſted by his ſervants after ſome. efforts, 
they yielded to their ſtrength, and burſt open, being un- 

Leonard drove the carriage into the court; having puſh- 
ed againſt the heavy folding doors that led to the internal 
part, they eaſily opened, but with a cenſiderable noiſe, 
that confirmed no one had entered this dreary manſion for 
many years. Agnes and Matilda were. carried into the 
hall, and the mules and vehicle put under a pizza. 
Leonard having kindled a fire on the pavement with 
ſome faggots, by the help of a tinder-box which he had in 
his pocket, the party were in ſome meaſure recovered, and 
looked with horror on the gloomy and deſolate appearance 


: 


of the place that gave them ſhelter. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 5 
TERROR. 
; - 0 | * 
« Light thickens, and the crumwm OO 
| Makes wing ts the rnoky I f, _— . 
Good things of day begin te droop as 3 


While nigh:'s black agents to their prey 20 e 

Thin marvell'f at my words : but Bold thee fill Fo, 

Things bad b:gun, make flrong nere * us | 
N So pray thee go with e | 


— 


__ . 


S ER (though greatly encouraged by idle 
converſation and fabulous tales) is natural to mankind; | 
and often inhabits the bfeaſts of thoſe whoſe valour and in- 
trepidity in other reſpeQs have been N known and 
experienced. * 

| Ut produces terrors of alt others. 3 moſt be dreaded 
and ſtrove againſt ; for although they cant be entirely 
overcome, yet, by giving the leaſt way to wem, 1 life is. at 
once made uncomfortable and diſagreeable. 

From chldhood we arg-taught to believe in the reality 
of preternatural apparitions, by the prattle and ſimple ſio- 6 
ries of thoſe whe, in general, abuſe their care of chil- 
dren, by inſtilling into their zoung minds terrific and hor- 
rid ideas. As age advances they are more likely to in- 
cicaſe than decline; and the number of relations, 
ingly authentic, which are gontinually'in circulationnmxe 
greatly to confirm the horrors. of imagination, MV hethc 
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ſuch hiſtories proceed from the viſionary remorſe of guilty 
conſciencees ; from affeQation, or the tongue of falſehood; 
from inſanity, weakneſs, or oppreſſion of ſpirits , from 
nervous diſorders, or romantic thoughts and contrivances 
js equally difficult tobe aſcertained, as whether ſome of 
them are not actually true, and the works of a Supreme 
Deity, for wiſe and unknown ends. Many men of great 


learning and genius have differed widely on this point: 


and though even the immortal Addiſon could not poſitively 
give a decifive opinion on thoſe topics, yet his words on 
the ſubject will ever be remembered, and admired. : | 
know of but one way of fortifying my ſoul againſt 
_ theſe gloomy ages and terrors of mind ;. and that is, by 
ſecuring to myſelf the friendſhip and protection of that 
Being, who diſpoſes of events, and governs futurity, He 
ſees a at one view the whole thread of my exiſtence, not only 
that part of it which I have already paſſed through» but 
that which runs forward into all the depths of eternity. 
'When I lay me down to neep, I recommend myſelf to his 
care; when 1 wake I give myſelf up to his direction. 
Amidſt all the evils that threaten me, I will look up to 
him for help, Ind queſtion not but he will either avert 
them, or turn hem to my advantage. Though 1 know 
neither the tim n nor the manner of the death I am to die, 
I am not at all folicitous about it ; becauſe I am ſure that 
be Knows them both, and that he will not fail to comfort 
and ſupport me under them.” 
 Graſville Abbey was ſituated near Montferrat in Italy, 
and but a little diſtance from the Gulph. of Genoa ; its 
lofty turrets on one ſide, commanded a view of Piedmont, 
th proſpect was bounded by the towering and majeſtic 
ot the oe: the other wing looked over the per- 
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tpecti ve ſcenery ot Parma, Placenza; Mirandola, and the 
river Po; while at the extremity of the proſpect. in an 
obliqde views: Venice might juſt be obſerved. The back 
front looked over Valentia, Caſal, and Vercelli, and ter- 


minated in a diſtant ſight of Savoy. 1 
But none of theſe equntries could be ſeen but from the 


top caſements of the two towers; the lower part of the 
Abbey being entirely ſurrounded by thick foliage, pines 8 
and cypreſs trees, with many anbient ceaars.” | 

The building was in every reſpect calculated to inſpire 
_ awe and folemnity, both in the external and internal ap- 
pearance. After the death of the count Maſerini, many 
ſtrange accounts were talked of by the peaſants ; ; and count 
D'Ollifont? s ſudden departure from it, at the funeral of 

His uncle, ſeemed to confirm thoſe reports that had before 
been circulated through the ſurrounding country. From 
that time it was ſhut up, without any of the furniture be. 
| ing removed ; and no one had been known to enter it till 
ſignor Maſerini, ſon to the late count, and father to Alfred 
and Matilda. His ſudden and remarkable diſapprance 
raiſed the horror of the place, if poſſible, more than ever; 
even thoſe who had before laughed at the &perſtition of 
their neighbours, were extremely alarmed at fo dreadſul 
and uncommon an occurrence. No perſon ever walked be- | 
yond the entrance of the grove that led to the gates; and 


the only human habitation that ſtood near it was a cell 2 


which contained an old hermit, who had lived there ever 


ſince the Abbey had been forſaken, and ſubſiſted on the 


charity of the neighbouring cottagers. 
The travellers remained in the hall till day light, when 


the ſtorm abated, and they began to wiſh for fome r 
Leogard pulled two arm Chairs, which od in * 0 
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wem; — Altted und his fervatit 1 ee 

gown on an old bench that ſtood near the ſpot. After 

ſome hours they awoke and found themſelves much refreſh- 

ed. Leonard was immediately diſpatched to ſee-that the 

gates were cloſe in the ſame manner as they were before, to 

prevent ſuſpicion of any oue having paſſed them. 

had proviſions for that day: this c ircumſtance was ex- 

tremely fortunate, as they could have time to contrive 

- ſome method ef repleniſhing their ſtoere. Leonard had alſo 

_ got viQuals for his ſurviving mule. - They had now an op- 

r portunity to take a more particular account of their ſitua - 

= tion; and Alfred ſmilingly aſked his ſiſter if ſhe had any 

- ebjeQion to explore with him the apartments by day-light: 

me cheerfully conſented ; but Agnes was terrified at the 

idea of attending them, and equally afraid of remaining ia 
the hall by herſelf, but at laſt reſolved-on the former. 

2 hall was of ancient architecture, but extremely no- 

ble, though heavy in the deſign. It was ſupported by 

large Gothic columns; the capitals were chiefly decayed ; 

the ſhafts were compoſed of ſtained marble; and though 

of a confiderable height, the diameters were greater than 

the ria rules of that kind of architecture would admit. 

The top opened in a large dome and gallery, the walls of 

which had exhibited beautiful paintings, that were now 

| neatly deſtroyed; a large painted &y-light terminated 

"the height; and additional light was received from four 

elevated caſements on different fides of the hall. Pilaſters 

of the ſame dimenſions upwards Rood oppoſite the pillars, 

between each of which were niches that held ſtatues larger 

life; theſe were in ſome preſervation, as the count 
2 placed when he firſt came to the eſtate. _ 

Too large fire-places ſtood at each end, which ſeemed 


to ſhow that hoſpitality and the comforts of liſe had once 
* , been 
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been enjoyed is this dreary de abode. {aw CY 
pavement was of black and white marble, the ſtones of 
which were of a confiderabfe fize. In the front ſtood a 
lurge pair of heavy folding doors, that led to the apart- 
ments on the eaſt and weſt wings of the abbey. Two © 
* ſtone ſtair-caſes appeared on each fide, which wound 'to'the * 
chambers 'above. Alfred. reſolved firſt to exzmine the 
lewer apartments, and accordingly opened the folding 
doors, which diſcovered à ſmall paſſage, ſupported by” 
Tuſean pillars; -at the further part of it was a deſcerit ok 
ſeveral ſteps, which were in many parts broken and decay- 
ed; at the bottom of them was x pair of large iron gates, 
through which they perceived the'remains of an ereus, 
and noble chapel; this part they ſuppoſed had ſtood fest 
y in the-ſame ſtate from the firſt foundation of the build» 
ing, as then intended for à place ef religious worſhip. 
They re-aſcended the ſteps, and diſcovered in the paſſage” 
two large openings, which ſeemed to lead to different 
ſuites of apartments. They firſt entered thole of the weſt 
wing. The furniture in the firſt room had bern extremely”. 
elegant, though antique ; it was in tolerable pteſet vation, 
conſidering the number of years it had remained there 
without care; many noble paintings were yet hanging. 
but ſo decayed by damps that it was impoſſible to make 
out the fubjedts. The ſecond room was rather larger than J 
the firſt, but in far worſe condition; the tapeſtry was en- 
tirely deſtroyed, and both the caſements and ſhutters broke 
nearly to pieces the columns You — RN ſeemed 
aiſo rotten and decayed. 8 


From this apartment they walked through Mes? oibers 
that were in the ſame condition, and ſhowed no das o. ! 


= contained any mortal in them for many years. Ia 
' . *. N = 
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the laſt nat thats) wen a Rrong door, 33 
ed, by a window, opened inte court or terrace. 


Having returned to the hall, they entered the apartments 


. of the caſt wing. They were ſmaller though more in 
number than thoſe they had left; and by the plainnefs of 


dvr ſervants, At the extent of them there was a door of 
tte ſame ſize with that they had obſerved on the other fide, 
and which opened. alſo to the other end of the terrace. 
e fitvation. of this place,” ſaid Alfred, . ſhows 
| that the inhabitants left it on a ſudden; but yet it is 
4 1 amazing that ſo noble a building, and ſuch elegant furni- 
mute, TIEN eee e ee 
C 5 and neglect. ; f 

«-I eannot fay 1 am ic ſo aſtoniſhed at that," 
anſwered Matilda: * for after ſuch circumſtances happen- 


tor a habitation “Her brother ſmiled ; and having again 


but ſoon perceived that they both terminated in one land- 
ing. The Abbey here was not divided ; the chambers were 

_ conſequently far more intricate: the apartments were ſpa- 
cious, and had been nobly furniſhed; the beds were heavy 

and antique; but all nearly deſtroyed. They however, 

after. ſome; trouble, contrived to change one thing with 
another, till they made up three tolerable beds. Two of 
idem were in a large chamber, and the other cloſely adjoin- 
ing They deferred, however, finiſhing their ſearch till 
the next day, on account of airing what they were to lie on 


aud the clothes were placed before it immediately. After 
| -atother repaſt, Matilda begged Agnes to relate to them 
| _ . hole occurrences that cauſed her to be expoſed to the fury 


the internal part, they ſuppoſed them to have been offices 


a „ — % © 


ing in it, for heaven's ſake who would willingly chooſe it 


returned to the hall, they aſcended one of the Rair-caſcs, 


At night. Leonard accordingly made a good fire in the hall, 


E. N f 
3 J * a * 


GRASVILLE ABBEY. 135 


of fs terrible-» ſtorm. . Alas | Mademoiſelle,” returned 
Agnes, 1 ſhould even before this have related to you my 
little tory» had I not been afraid you would have con- 
demned my conduct z hut at leaſty” continued the poor 
girl, with tears in her eyes, „you thall never have reaſon - 
to reproach ann the favours I have e.. 
ceived from you.” | 

Both Alfred and Matilda defired di it the Ae 
would bring freſh grief to her memory, to decline ity as in s 
that caſe they would willingly fuſpend their curiofity. 1 | 

Agnes declared that, though it might raiſe in her mind 


many forrows, yet it would in the end give her pleaſure to - * 3 1 
make them acquainted with her little narritive. The p᷑,jỹʒůỹũ * 


having ſcated themſelves by the fire, liſtened e 
tion to their artiefs vrator. $$ 56" 4+-11 be RL] 
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ACNES'S 1411. 
Y grandfather and his wife were natives of France, 


and reſided near Moulins. His cottage was ſituated in the 


deep deſcent of a beautiful valleys and his name was La 
Faril.” * 3 


Alfred here looked at his ſiſter ; they b both recolleded | 
the game in their auat's manaſeript where he was ſpoken 
. N 2 of 


was. howevet uſeleſs: he refuſed to be a peaſant, and 
r 50 go. 0 Potj nad ſeek his fortune in that 
, ey.” NE 
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drin me higheſt terms, as one who preſerved them, at the 


-hazard-of his own life, in a cave near his houſe, from the 
-. officers of juſtice. - They * not, ee interrupt the 
wo ſpeaker. 

4453.46, They. 1 3 1 theie i in- 
auſtry.and economy, and. were reſpected not only by the 


4 5 + Inhabitants of their little vale, but by all that knew them 


even at a diſtance. from it. 
20 They had a [ſon and a daughter; the. farmer was the 


| - eldeſt, but. i it was to the latter they _Icoked up for comfort 
and confalatian in their old age. Leolin had manifeſted 


S 
"4s «4 4 
3 


| troduced, to? fee 


From his. birth a proud and haughty diſpoſition, which 
made him rebel. again all. controul, and be aſhamed to 


- own his parents, on account of their inferior condition in 
_ life. Both tried in vain, by in culcating honeſt and induſt- 


rious ideas to ejaſe from his boſom thoſe dangerous and. 
infamous pripriples incl ſeemed naturaFto him. All 


ed He there entered into ths ſervice of a difipated noble-. 
man, as valet« do@hambre. In this ſituation he was in- 
ne, of. uxury, villainy, and diſhonour; 
while every traſb in hie character, which had when a child. 


enly appeared at, intervals (though emzzzh to alarm his 


Parents) now blazed forth with redoubled vigour, and deſ- 


| Þ$oyed thoſe few good qualities he had ſhown in his ycuth < 
— th mort, he was both a gameſter and a ſwindler. His fa - 
ther received but one letter from him during three years; 


— HE * 


but reports of his miſconduct were continually in circula- 
tion in that part of the country, although ſo extremely re> 
tired. The hedith of botk bis parents was much injured 
by theſe accounts; and their only comfort was the little 
£25 | Sabina. 


, e 


gabius - About four years after-Leolin had left kis Hoitity- 
he returned to it, for the firſt-time, one night, at an unu- 
| ſual hour, but greatly altered, not with the healthful - 
bloom of youth upon his cheek, but feeble, emaciated, and 2 


an old g vg. though only opens 


of age. 
« His father and mother were dl ſhocked 4 
ſight of him, but far more ſo when he demanded to be con- 


cealed in a cave that was at the bottom of the garden z 
they however loſt no time in complying with his deſire, 2 


he ſaid he expected to be followed by the officers of juſtice 
in leſs than two hours, on account of a robbery he had 
committed: nor was his conjecture wrong ; for early in 
the morning the cottage was ſurrounded by ſeveral men ; 


but their ſearch proved ineffeQual; + for the cave was ſo 


| clolely concealed as to prevent any diſcovery. He remain- 
ed at homc ſome liitle time, but ſhortly returned to thoſe 
* vices which had already taken too faſt hold on his inelina- 
tions, to ſuffer him to relinquiſh them, while he had health 
or ſtrength to ſollow their purſuits. | 
«© The next news they heard of him was about fix 
months aſter, when his father was conducted to Provence, 


where Leolin lay at the point of death, encompaſſed with 


miſery, wretchedneſs and want; eaten up with diſeaſe, his 


foul torn, with remorſe for - paſt crimes, and ſinking into 
eternity with a conſeience racked by the contending paſſions 


of horror and difmay, He, however, furvived long enough 


to receive à parent's bleſſing, who would, even then, have 
facrificed his own life to have laved that of a profligate 


and undutiful ſon. 
After ſeeing Leolin decently interred} the od old 


man returned to his cottage overwhelmed with grief,” yet 
with ſome * of enjoying a few years of tranquillity .. 
N 3 ww Wm 
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Which might make him a recompenſe for —— 
But how vain is the foreſight of mortals ! in a very little 
time he loſt the beloved partner of his heart, who had 
ſtruggled with him through the early part of life, and been 

equally a partaker in his adverſity and pleaſures. 


« His health and ſpirits ſuffered now a greater ſhock 
than ever, and every week vilibly altered him for the 
werſe. His daughter Sabina had for ſome months received 
offers of marriage from Cyril, the ſon of a-neighbouring 
Gottager ; and the ceremony was ſhortly to have taken 
place, had not the ſudden death. of her mother put it aſide. 
But after. ſore time they were joined together in the holy 
bands of wedlock ;. and La Faril till remained with his 


child, whoſe attendance ne alleclion he now needed more 
than ever. 


1 was born about twelve months after their marriage, 
| and was greatly beloved by my parents and grandfather. 
2 1 had juſt attained my thirteenth year when my father's 
father died, and though every perſon had ſuppoſed him to 
be a man poſleſled of ſome little property, yet even his ſon 
was, aſtoniſhed to find himſelf heir to a conſiderable for- 
tune. After the ſuneral, we were ſurpriſed to find my fa- 
| "ther intended to leave his native valley and cottage, to en- 
. 3 Joy the luxuries of Paris. This news was. like a thunder- 
=” bolt to my mother, who knew it would break her parent's 

beert 10 leave that place, where he had been born, brought 
up, and continued ſo many years; and ſhe was certain it 
would equally diitreſs him to be robbed of her company 
and attendance. In vain ſhe adviſed her huſband to give 

up all ideas of abandoning their cottage for diſſipation and. 

vice; but to purchaſe ſome land j iy that par hich would 
, den be N dear to them. 1 
. e | | - Ie: ON. 
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e My father was deaf to all' intreaties, and declared his 
intentions of ſetting off in a ſhort time. Our only hope 
Vas now that the ſolicitations of the good La Faril would 
have more effect on him ;— but alas | he was too weak, 
and too much ſhocked, to make any exertion-in the affair; 
and his prayers-failed like thoſe of his daughter. The poor 
old man was coaſequeantly obliged to be removed to the 
' houſe of a neighbour, while his beloved child was forced 
from him by a cruel huſband, whoſe ambition was kindled 
by the poſſeſſion of a little wealth. The cottage and goods | 
being diſpoſed of, with many tears on the part of my mo- 
ther and me, we took leave of my grandfather and our na- 
| tive vale.. At the expiration-of a day we found ourſelves 
in the gay city. of Paris: and being ſettled in handſome 
lodgings, the firſt news we received was the death. of La 
Paril, who ſurvived but a very ſhort time after his daugh- 
ter's departure. It will be needleſs to enlarge on the grief 
that both my mother and I felt on the occaſion.z we even. 
thought we could trace ſome Ggns of remorſe and ſorrow 


in the breaſt of my father, 


« We were ſhortly introduced fo thoſe gaities and vices 
which are ſuppoſed to conſtitute genteel life. Having been | 
fettled about ſix months in our apartments, my mother 

_ eandidly aſked my father what trade or profeſſion he in- 
tended to follow, or in what manner he deſigned ts turn 
his fortune to the beſt advantage: but he told us to enjoy 
our preſent bleſſings, without troubling ourſelves with 
paintul ideas of what might happen on the morrow;: Theſe 
pernicious principles were certainly, in one reſpedl, the 
ruin of us for he heeded not the advice of his wife ot r 
friends, but plunged into every e oat 
1 » Fatty his wien. . 9 
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0 8a: r took ſome little care of my dduvation, 

and I was inſtrudted in every branch of uſeful learning. 
Matters continued in this ſituation for three years; 
during which time my father purchaſed a handſome villa, 
and our houſe was conſtantly crowded with company. His 
wife moſt earneſtly entreated him to contract his expenſes 1 
but her prayers were uſeleſs, and he ſtill anſwered in the 
ſame careleſs manner, Let to-morrow take care for itſelf.” 
We, nevertheleſs, ſaw him at times diftzeſfed and unhap- 
Py, and he would return home in an evening, from ſpend- 
ing the day abroad, nearly in a ſtate of deſtradtion. My 
mother had ſometimes hinted to me, the cauſe of this 
frange dekaviour was gambling; and we were thoroughly 
convinced of it, when a man, one night, brought à note 
direQed to him, and defired an anſwer to it immediately. 
Having opened it, we found it contained an appointment 
to a gaming-houſe that evening. 

need not deferibe to you the freſh antiety this infor- 
mation gave usy nor the rage of my father at the diſcovery 
of it: but we could now plainly tell when he was a favour- 
ite of fortune, und when not, by the different turns of his 
temper · Among the moſt intimate of his friends was a 
Monfieur Le Selet. This man was a well-known gambler, 
and withal a dangerous charaQter in point of gallantry (as 
ke ſtyled it) among the ladies. He was a conſtant viſitor ; 
and we ſeldom ſat down to table but he was one of the 
party. Moi\fieur Le Selet, more than once, offended both 
my mother and myſelf by his behaviour to us in privates 
and we complained of it to my father ; but he only rallied 
us on our prudery as he called it; and declared him to be | 
a no had his intereſt at heart. a 
3 '« Theſe gloomy fits, which had only a at teh 


-wals, now returned more and more frequently, inſomuch 
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that . Gioughit kis brain was affected: and entreat> 


ed him to have ſome advice. But he would then fly into # 
violent paſſion :* nor was it till three montfis after, that he 
eonfeſſed the cauſe of it was the entire loſs of Ris fortune 
and not only that, but he was a debtor to Monfleur to a 


very conſiderable amount. 1 


* 


« At the time of this confeſſion, Le Selet d the | 


room and requeſted to ſpeak with my father in private: 
we accordingly. retired to an apartment ſome diſtance from 


that we left. In about two Hours, while we were wonder- 


ing at their long conferrence, we were very much alarmed 
by hearing the bell in that room ring violently. Soon alt 


ter, we heard the fervants in a kind of confuſſon, and were 


juſt going to leave the chamber in order to inquire the rea: 
ſon for ſuch proceedings, when we were met by the houſes 
Reeper. « My maſter! my maſter P was all ſhe could ſay» 
In vain weaked her ts explain her meaning 1 the coul 


utter no other words. 
9 582 


« We were therefore obliged to run to the der wa 


had before leſt— when, judge our feelings at ſeeing M 
tather and Monſieur Le Selet both weltering in thein 


blood, We ran to the former: he had juſt recovered from 
« taining fit, and languidly looked up. We knelt by him 


and wept ; hg ſeemed affected ; and, thoſc eyes which wers 


half cloſed by death, ſhed tears of ſorrow and e 
| when it was too late. 


« My wife! my child!“ he cried.in a voice ſcarcely. any 5 


ticulate, I have injured you much: I have taken yon 


from the peaceful habitation of innocence, to be ſurround - 
ed by vice and villainy, to experience poverty, diſtreſs and: 


| oppreſſion. Oh ! my God !* he exclaimed with ferveney. ö 


ee down upon them ; rere 3 with thy N front 
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for the wickedneſs of him who now implores thy aid.” 

„ His we failed him 3 he fell into convulſtons, and 
expired, Greatly as we had to complain of his conduct, 
yet our grief was exceſſive. A furgeon had been ſent for, 
but all medical aid was uſeleſs. The wound he reccived, 
az e afterwards underſtosd was by his own hand: a 


Jervant had, from the hall, overheard the converſation. 


Monſieur Le Selet had called upon him that day for the 


payment of the ſum he owed. My father begged the in- 


_ terval of a week to diſcharge it; this the former abſolutely 
refuſed, but told him the whole might on one condition be 
forgiven. He aſked . with eagerneſs by what method he 
mould cancel the obligation; when Le Selet gave him a 
Paper: this paper a ſervant had ſnatched from the floor, 


5 5 and preſented to us: it was a bond by which my fadher 


was to reſign his child to the arms of a villain, without 


any ceremony orarticles of marriage. The horror he con» - 


. cvived at this propoſal was too much for him to fupport, 
aud he gave way at once to the paſſions of revenge and deſ- 


pair: he red x dagger, and plunged it into the breaſt of 


the intamous Le Selet 3 then rang the bell violently, and 
afterwards, with the ſame hand, firuck the bloody ſteel to 
his own heart. Monſieur Le Selet was removed to ano- 
ther chamber, but-no hopes efitertained of his recovery, 

t The wound, however, we were informed, ſeemed more 
favourable after a' few days; and we requeſted that he 
might be taken from the houſe as ſoon as a removal would 


not endanger his life. My father's affairs were greatly in- 
volyed-: but we had the happineſs to find that, after the 


villa and goods with other eſſecis were ſold, there would 
not only be enough to pay his debts, but a ſmall ſum re- 


mainingz. We now determined to return to our native vals 
* „ 
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gey, un e Paris, a . found 
ourſelves before that cottage which we had once called our 
own, and where the remembrance of paſt fact" made out 
preſent misfortunes more peignant. 

„ We were obliged to the charity of a neighbour ive « a 
lodging, tilt we purchaſed a-litfle hovel for a refidence.” 1 
men opened a ſmall ſchoolz and had the greater part of the | 
children in the place. By this employment we | gailied « 1 
comfortable living. e 


« Among the neighbouring villagers was one of the names 


of Oliver. His character was without W * * 
| aſked my hand in marriage. . 
% Neither his friends nor my mother had any JET 
to this match, though the latter would frequently ſay, ſhe 
thought my perſon might command a richer huſband. On 
the evening before that day which was to have united uss 
as- we were fitting before our cottages ſometimes Joining in 
the ruſtic dance, we were ſuddenly ſtopped in our amuſe- 
ment by the arrival of a gentleman and his ſervant. - The 
former advanced with a. corteous air: but. judge of m. 
aſtoniſhment and ko1rory, when 1 perceived it te be Mt 


ed to ſpeak. with my .mother alone. l 
« I trembled. at the reſult ef their diſcourſe, which 6 oon 
tinued ſame time: but all my miſerirs were completes 
when my mother informed me, that monGeurs having 
thoroughly repented of his former ill conduct and beha- 
viour, now offered, as an atonement, to make me his wife. 
He ſprang to embrace me, but I ſhrunk from his arms». 
and fainted away. On my recovery they were each ſtand» 
ing by me, and entreated me to diſcard my preſent lover . 
{ While the artful Le Selet talked in ſo infinuating a manner, 
wg over my mother entirely to his tavour; for ſhe 
wy” hs e Coppola 


geur Le Selet, m FED. 
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child. But this converſation had no effect on me, and 
they each tired witn anger, and I with grief and diſtreſs, 
But I determined that night to leave them all. Wheiher 
you will blame my conduct, I know not, mallemoiſelle; 
but I was certain that monſieur was by no means the re- 
pentant perſon he ſeemed to be; and even if he had been, 
I never could haye liked him for a huſband. I was alſo 
| ſure that my mother could get a living in the ſame employ- 
ment as myſelf; for it had been agreed that ſhe ſhould 
take my ſchool after I was married. With theſe ideas 1 
packed up a few clothes, wiih a little money, in a bundle, 
and leit the coztage as ſoon as 1 thought my mother was 
aſleep. I had not yet, however; reſolved to what part I 
ſhould go, but determined to apply to a carrier whom 1 
gd known for ſome time. He was to ſet out on a Jong 
' Journey early im the morning, and he lived about a mile 
diſtant. By the time 1 arrived there, he was juſt going to 
ſet off. The man's ſurpriſe was exceffive to ſee me, who 
be fuppoſed was to have been made a wife that day. I 
explained to him the reaſons for my viſit, and threw my- 
elf on his protection: he readily granted it, and told me 
he was going to Italy. This information gave me. great 
.. Pleaſure, as I thought I might there get employment, and 

-._ conceal my real name and family. 
e We had not entered this country above two days, be- 
fore Baſil (the carrier's name) was taken ill; his diſorder 
proved violent, and in leſs than a week he was no more. 
I was neceſſitated to ſell his cart and the whole of kis 
goods. to pay the expenles of his funeral and-illneſs. F 
now found myſelf in a ſtrange place, without money or : 
"Eiends, The people; however, at the houſe where Baſil . 
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tant who wanted a domeſtic. I accordingly applied : bun 
how great was my diſappointment to find thef were juſt 

provided with one f I found the whole of my little proper. 
ty would Yupport me but three days longer, and began 

Teriouſly to repent leaving my cottage, when I was over _ 

taken by that violent Norm, which proved one of the hap. 
pieſt incidents of my life, by introducing me to your 
friendſhip, care, and generoſity ; to which 1 moſt certainly 

owe my exiſtence.” Here the poor girl burſt into a flood 
| ann., 5 


1 


— 
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CHAPTER XXV. 


SECRESY. 

-«0 Canft thou not minifter to a mind diſeaſed; 
Pluck from the memory a rooted ſorrow 3; 7 

| \Raſe out the toritten troubles of the brain * 

Aud with ſome ſweet oblivious antidete 
"'Clanſe the foul boſom of that perilous fluff, 

Which wveighs upon the heart P N 
N . 5. csu. ny 


— 


8 Matilda thanked 8 the reci- 
"al of her narrative: they pided dericfernncy ane pic" 
-miſed to protect her as long dg it was in ihelr power. Not 
+ only their own feelings at the time prompted them to the, 
but kratitude for the aſſiſtance their parents had received 
* ber family, After tome further converſation, the 
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| bed furniture was carried to the rooms above; andy having 
| _partook of a flight tupper, they retired te their apartments. 
The chambers, however, ſcemed extremely cold, and Ma- 
_tilda begged Leonard would make up a little Ag of _ 
ots in each of them. d 

; Nu was accordingly Jane 3 and Agnes having lighted 
2 wax taper, which ſhe placed on a large marble flab, they 
took leave of Alfred for the night, who, with his faithful 

= Jervant, entered the room adjoining. 

| % Before we go to reſt,” ſaid Matilda, «] will take a 

8 more particular ſurvey of this chamber.“ | 

* Agnes trembled; Matilda took the taper and walled 

round it. The apartment was nat ſo large as many, dul 

5 had equally the ſame gloomy appear ance. The bed had 

| formerly been noble and elegant, but was now partly de- 

cayed; the high and heavy cornice of it ſeemed rotted by 

ime; the furniture, they could juſt perceive, had been of 

_ crimſon velvet; but the curtains were now, in many parts, 
entirely threadbare» An old-faſhioned cabinet and dreſ- 

öng table, both of which had been ornamented with gilded 

> ** figures, and ftood in a gothic receſs, by the dim light 

ſeemed inform to repreſent a tomb. Matilda in vain ſtrove 

to open the former; it was locked, nor could ſhe find any 

key. The wainſcotting was hung round with large pic- 

8 + tuxes; but, except one, they were all nearly deftroyed, ſo 

as to make it impoſſible to diſcover the ſubjeds. That 

which was in ſome preſervation was the portrait of a man» 

zn an Italian habit, at full length. He ſeemed of middle 

_ Gzes and elegant figure; but the countzgance was melan- 

choly and dejected, while he reſted with one arm on the 

7 Fragment of a gravesſtone. Matilda gazed. on it for 3 

conſiderable time; it was extremely like the miniature of 
ber Fathers which the wore in her boſem,- She ſtood in 
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fork a tuation that the eyes ſeemed teak full af het. 5 
Painful and horcid ideas now aroſe in her mind; ſhe al- 
moſt fancied the ſaiv the features move: the thought over- 
came her: * muddered, ſunk In a chair, acid burſt into 
a flood of tears. © Agnes had attentively obſeryed her, and 
now joitied Her tears with thoſe of Matilda ; yet, with un- 
affected Gmplicity; ſtrove to give her comfort and conſola- 
tion. Her efforts at laſt ſucceeded ; and, gs her tears, f 
the former retired to a reſtleſs pillow. | 
It was a conſiderable time before Matilda could cloſe her 
eyes; the misſortunes that encompailed her appeared now 
more terrib le than ever. Agnes was in a ſerene ſleep ; all 
was {lent and gloomy : her eyes wandered over the def, 
late cham ber; and the could ill ſee by the ſudden ght 
of the wood fire, Which was dying away, but now and 
then blazed at intervals, the face of the piQure, which Rill,,. 
ſeemed. to look at her. The ember was at laſt entirely 1 
extiaguiſhed, and the room was left in total darkneſs, ex 
_ © cept from the flame of the wax taper. At length, tired 
out wich melancholy and territic recolleclions, ſhe fell into 
a diſturbed lumber. p | 
Horrid viſions and ghaſtly figures now floated on A 
brain. Her father approached, coyered with blood, and, 


with an angry tone, called on her to revenge his murder - 
She Karted, turned, and again compoſed herſelf to reſt; _ 
but it was imp offiLle. She now ſaw herſelf in an apart- 
ment of the abbey that was hung with black; in the mid- 
dle of which lay a corple in ſtaie: ſhe walked upto the 
coffin : - voice whiſpered her it was: her grandfather, His . : 
countenance was black; and it truck her he Was poiſoned, _ 
At that moment count D' Ollitont appeared ; he arteinpted 
to force Ver from. the ſpot ; but, at the apparition of her g 
n Which then alcended, with an achy paleueſs, and 
9 9 > Wk di. figured / 
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— with wounds, ts fad and Maude, is the Mfg.” 
gle of horror and aMflition;. again awoke. In ſhort, dur- 
ing the whole night ker mind was fv entirely diſordered 
dy uneaſy Numbers, that ſhe aroſe in the morning. with a 
conſiderable degree of fever, and by no means refreſhed. 
It was remarkably fine, and ſhe ventured to open the hea- 
vy caſement of her chamber. There was no danger of 
being obſerved ; the high trees that ſurrounded the build- 
ing made it impoſlible ſhe could be perceived but by thoſe 
in the inner part. The air refreſhed her, but the languor | 
of her ſpirits ill contin ued. 


. The breakfaſt; whieh Agnes had prepared with the ut- 
| Mibheatreſs, was ſerved” in the firſt apartment next the 
E © hall. Leonard had | early, and cleaned; it out; 
l 7 and the room now wor far more comfortable appear- 
mes than it had done the day before. Alfred noticed the 
pale looks of his ſiſter, ufd aſked; with a ſirite, if ſhe had 
been diturbed by any of the ghoſts. She declared the had 
not been in the leaſt alarmed i and each anſwering in the 
time manner, their ſears of ſupornatural/ intrufion partly 
a vaniſhed, . WH | 7 

They now confufted the beſt method to procure provi- 
Gons, which muſt be done that day, with feveral other 
articles & at laſt it was agreed that Leonard ſhould take a 
baſket, and go out of the abbey ſo as to be ſeen by no one 
in the way to it: and that he ſhould mix. with other per- 
ſons in the public market, where he could purchaſe what 
ke wanted, and perhaps gain ſome intelligence concerning 

F their reſidence, and other circumſtances relative to the 

count: but Alfred deſired him by no means to force the 
- converſation, as it might taiſe cutiotity-in the peaſantry io 
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know who and What he was. This matter being fettleds 
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| tot tha equipped, and fall forth with 1. 


utmoſt caution. 
Alfred now propoſed to his ſiſter to a e 


ments they had not had time to look at the night before. 
Agnes ſaid ſhe now 2 enough to ſtay in the great 
hall, which ſhe had much rather as and n * all » 
preparing the dinner. | | 
Alfred and Nad, accordingly aſcended the Kair-caſe, . 4 
and walked threugh the ſuite of rooms they had before | 
ſeen. They then croſſed ſeveral others, larger and far. more ; 
heavy. Theſe terminated in a paſſage ſupported by ſmall 
columas, and arched over in the Gothic tyle. This place ., » 
was extremely dark ; they, however, with ſome aifliculryy.- 
paſſed it, and entered, by a pair of folding doors, a more - N. 
ſpaclous apartment then they had yet ſeen, and, if poſſible, 
more gloomy. It had been entirely hung with black, and. 
from every appearance, had contained a corpſe that had LF | 
lain there in ſtate at ſome ſormer period. Several pieces of - - = 
tapers were ſtill ſtanding in black glaſſes ; and in the mid- : | 
dle ſtood bearers forÞthe purpoſe of ſupporting a cefſiaz,.. 
but there was now only the remains of a large. Plume 
of black feather s. | Way; AR At 


Matilda thought of- her s 90 trembled; Sins! 
himſelf ſeemed at firſt truck with awe, but n 5 
vering himſelf, laughed at his ſiſter, and ſtrove to keep up 
nis own ſpits. by rallying Matilda on her fears. She en- 
treated him to retuin: the gloomy horror of this chamber 
overcame her, and ſhe found. herſelf extremely faint. He; 
placed her on a kind of couch, that had alſo been covered , 
with black velvet, and made ſeveral efforts to open. the 
windows: this was, bowezer, to no purpoſe ; but aſier * 
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and conſequently: are mon eh mich dad . 

only entered from an opening at the top. 

Matilda in a fo minutes recovered; but Inehaph the + 
| would proceed no further. Alfred-perſuaded her to aſcend 
me lairs that wound round a” gk . 

Btively refuſed. 7 . 

2 C 

aunt's mapuſcript he was informed, terminated as was 

ſuppoſed, the ſearch of his father. But his fiſter abſolutely 

___ zveſuſing to go any further, they returned to the hall. Ag- 

nes noticed the dejecded looks of Matilda, but did not in- 
quire the cauſe. Alfred reſolved within himſelf to exa- 
mine the weſt tower the following day, and ſatisſy his 

eurjotiry ning "RY * e 

chamber. — 

- Agnes indo bs foo better ſpirits than ſhe had been in 
> Knce their meeting, and tried every way to comfort and 
= entertain her dejected friends. felt the kindneſs. of 
baer intention, and acquainted her with moſt of the cir- 

dcaumſtances relative to their misfortunes : there were, how- 

ever, ſome events they thought proper to conceal. ay 

Lady Caroline Albourne was, however, Rill one of the 
chief objeQs ot Alfred's thoughts. He loved her, yet was | 

| conſcious he had not even merited her efteem. By her 
WO manner, juſt before be left England, he flaticred himſelf 
e could perceive innocent traits of a confeffion of more 

tba a common regard for him. But even though his 

_ conjectures thould prove right, her prudenoe, her under- * 
Kanding, muſt have told her ta tear from Her heart a man 

| who, by the conduct he then purfued, muſt bring her to 
 wretchedneſs, want add miſery.” But there was yet even a 
greater misfortune to ſtrike him with remorſe. His names 
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milly ir belonged to, and that nicety of honour which it © 
had been his utmoſt pride to preſerve; were now, through 
foHy- and extravagances ruined by the landerous tongue of 
calumny, both in England and his own country. In the 

former it was moſt likely he would receive the-appellation © 
olf an aſfaſſin and a ſwindler ; in the latter he would be 
branded as a baſe, mean, cowardly deſorter from” the ſer” | 
vice of his country; 2 diſgrace-to- France and the noble= 
eee eee eee ere — 
country's rights. 26, HE 1 * * 
— . er 

faintic rage. His fiſter and Agnes were-alarmed; He beg- - 
ted their pardon .it was the recollection of former dif- 
treſs: that croſſeck bis brain at that moment. Matilda 


every” interval when the reoollection of Wmf 
miſery it had brought them to, intruded on bis memory. 
She therefore ſtudiouſly avoided to mention any topicin 
. teFans. 14. - 
ciremaſtances. - STE 


plainly peeceived his impetuoſity of temper broke out ttt | 


ä ͤ hav hilt bolvary"* | 9 


yet they: were not Jeſs- poignant thaw theſe of her brother. 
She loved Mr. Milverne ; but every hope of ſeeing Him” © 

received at Dover, mentioned that he would join them as 

ſoon as poſſible in haly ; but they had little: thought of an 
occurrence happenintz that obliged them to keep more con- 
cealed in this places than their fituation might have requir- 
ed them to have done, had they remained in England. 
Nor was it fikely Mr. Milverne ſhould even have ns 
that they were inhabitants of Graſvilte Abbey. The eres 


* on ** ____ ſhe had expenidnged "fince © 
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her, mother's danch, che mote me 1was Surptiſed - 
nad ſurvived fuchra ſeries of misfortunes j but iti fully con- 


vinced her that the Supreme Being conſtantly ſupports 


thoſe who truſt in him, though they may for a time be or- 
dained to bear a load ot adverſity and ſorto . 

Leonard returned in about two hours, laden with tho 
purchaſes he had made. He acquainted them that he had 
been taken no particular notice of,; but, mingling with 


other perſons, had bought commodities without receiving 


any diſagreeable queſtions... This was pleaſing intelligence, 
and they ſat down to digner with ſome degree of cheerful- 


_ - nels... But yet there was ſomething in Leonard's counte- 
| Nange which ſhowed he had been greatly chagrined, and 


that he had heard more than he choſe to communicate. 
At the latter et . ee eee with his 


| maſter alone. mn eric Ravi: 


Alfred pee his requeſt ebene. 


ed. to their chamber... 1 


"Matilda was u filent ipeddater of this been bebe 


Vviqur. Agnes was extremely alarmed ; ſhe was certain, 


ſhe ſaid, from Leonard's behaviour, that he muſt have re- 


cen ſome very dreadful intelligence and in, all pro- 


ability he thought it, of, too terrible a nature for e 


| be informed of. 2 BET 4+} ; : 11 EY 5 48 7 


Matilda. ſmiled, 8 to diſpel her fears, but was 


| hedfelf, very, much hurt. Agnes's.copjeAure; was by no 


means unlikely; yet ſhe felt herſelf lighted at not being 


i; made a confidant in the affair. Their conference laſted 


near two hours. When they zeturned to the parioux, Leo , 
nard's countenance Was ſtill more gloomy »- while Alfred. z 


none to aſſume a gaiety, foreign. 10 his heart. Their ſup» - 


per was a ſilent meal; each ſeemed abſorbed in me lancho- 


ly refleQions ;' and; after ** time, | mY, retired. to 
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Axornzu ſleepleſs night was paſſed by Matilda and. 
Agnes requeſted ſhe wonld take her breakfaſt before bs 
| aroſe for the day. She therefore acquainted Alfred. withs 
his ſiſter's indiipoſition- He was extremely concerneds / | 
and far more ſo to. obſerve her dejected manner and pale. 
countenance, when ſhe joined them at dinner. Leonard _ 
ſeemed rather more cheerful than he had. been the. night“ 
defore j but his maſter Rill retained. a gloomy ſadneſs, iht 
ſhowed ſome cauſe of diſtreſs lay, heavy at his heart. Bott. 
ſurveyed, Matilda with a ſcrutiniſing eye, and Alfred. altert 
ſome. little time aſkeds with a pretended air of indifference; 
If the. had. reſted. as fres from . us the, was... 
before, 
i would net have denn difMonls for a. common. 9 
to haye. percelved ha pauſed. with uouſual anxiety for ann 
_ anſwers. though he. trove as much a poſſidle te- conceal - 
that emotion which. was-viſible to all. She: told him hy 
had; Thie reply ſeemed- tor glve- him- conſiderable - pleas 
furez, and on her roturning the queſtiany, ha alta anſwered - 
in the affirmative, Thealerativn-in his manner continys. - 
ed but a few- moments, and he again, relapſed. into his. fo 
mining the rooms in the weſt tower, and aſked Leonard ts 
accompany him in his reſearches. Matilda ſaid» languidly: 
that ſhe alſo meant to be of the party; at which declara- 
 fiow-her brother looked very much chagrined. A Se 


| 5 «'T rather thick, Matilda,“ ſaid he, « you had better 
veer hen tt tint a 
CF 5 1 x £ 


e 


le Ant- 


1. 


ders will not 4. with your health and dire; ; kane 
* now you are ſo, much iadiſpoſec . 
Se thought ir might amuſe het, and was certain the 
walk would be of ſervice. Agnes attended ; and they 
opened the large heavy door that ſhowed the winding ſons 
_— Kaifccaſt of the welk tower. They found. it very diſagree- 255 
able 16 aſcend; the place Having been fo long forſaken, | 
— large webs of duſt amd dirt almoſt impeded their paſ. 
ge. They at length, however, arrived-at the flit land- 
e where two apartments appeated—the one to the 
right, the other to the left. © They entered the former. 1. 
_ Was mall ſquare room, lighter than many they had feen | 
m ide abbey, but entirely clear from furnlture: that on 
te left was of the ſame ze; but contained ſeveral imple- 
0 ments of war, among which were ſwords, ſhields, ſpears, ; 
and n few fire-arms, a trumpet and drum, with other in- 
-_ Aruments 42 muſic: . das 
repair. . . N 
. hs celifieutifee ue 00 Raire - 
I eaſes and found themſelves on the ſecond landing. The 
apartments on this floor were of the ſume dimenſions as 
theſe below, but had been far better furniſhed. That on 
- the'/right fide was where- their father had fo myſteriouſly 
| © vanjthed.” Ir was hung round with tapeſtry, which was 
5 now neariy decayed.” The furniture was all Gothic; and 
_ greatly damaged ; while the elevated natfow'cafements, | 
- plated at 2 confiderable keight from the floor, gave this | 
” JD. room« moſt dreary and- folitary appearance: in Hort, it IF: 
', greatly reſembled; and had, they ſuppoſed, in former N 
times, been uſed as a place of confinement. for ſome untor- 
zunate priſoner. - Leonard examined the boards; and they ? 
, could plainly, perceive thoſe ſpots of blood which had been 
ahſerved before by Edward and the phy clan. In all proe., 
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1 Carney A r. 8 "05s. 

n ee their-father's the lde truck och.” 

et em. Aknes was greatly ſhocked and terrified; Leon 

| nard converfed with 'coBifiderable emotion in private with. 

- his maſter for ſome minutes, while Matilda, unable to bear 

Her own feelings, butſt into a flood of tears. After an 2 

- Hyſietic dt of weeping, ſhe -found herſelf mich better z: 

ee „ 
Parlou rr. +146 17 


Some hours were again "I by Alfred kit Leotata ua 

* piivate conference above. Both Rifl retained's Tettled me- 
lancholy on their features; while Agnes was more aſtontb- 
ed, and Matilda more alarmed, than ever. The reaſun 
" of ler brother's fecrefy he could by no means diſcover: 
© hitherto ſhe had been made acquainted with every citeum- 
eu bent their ſituation; but Alfred was now ment 

even on general topics, and only put confidence” in his 
ſervant. Her pride forbade her to afk queſtions, yet her 
curioſity prompted her to the humiliation, as being” the 
"only means of gratifying it. Evening approached : their 
ſupper was again a ſilent meal, ape they retire without - 


any converſation baving paſſed. Ig 
12 * 2508 > $78 


3 ee in a profound neep but Wales 
| thoughts on her brother's behaviour robbed her of repoſe. 
It was no the: laſt hour ot night, and (he ſtrove again to. 
| -compoſe herſelf to reſt, + when..ſhe thought the; heard her 

- brother's voice ; yet ſhe conſidered. ſhe muſt be deceiveds 4 
as both Leonard and he had been in their apartments nt 
two hours. The wind was extremely high; Matilda how- - - 
ever Rill. liſtened. and found ſhe was not miſtaken. A. 
liſtener ſhe deteſted ; but ſhe thought her preſent ſituatien 
ook every ſtigma from the charaQer. She was, hawever, | 
. igeſoſute in what manner 1940, nas ind nt 
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8 — deteocines Soikinr mans, W 
EF _-accordingly-thrown. over her a night=gown, the crept-to the 
or- All was Glentagain for ſume time: but after an in- 
ok el of many minutes, the heard her-brother check Leo- 
2 -mard for talking fo loud ; +0Matilda,”” -faid be, * may not 
1 yet de eee“ They thon continued ſo low that tte 
= "Sh, Leonard anfwered © a quiition which Alfred aiked 
BE bim, that «It was not the time. To = 
„He in the attem ben Alfed «WL ee 
= _ Dis myſtery: and if once—" 
bs. _ * Here a iolent, guſt of wind ratiled through the chambers, 
E = - and the was unable to diſtinguiſh. their diſcourſe, though 
> oy ill condancd talking. At length» | however, the 
8 will be very careful, fir: 3 


depend upon my fidelity.” - 
ber heaven's ſake;” continued. Alfred, . follow it to 
. 2 .: but at all events de not diſcover | 


"EL . 1 
; Matilda, <hilled with horror and uncertainty, retumed 
i ker bed, and fell into a diſturbed Number. In the tnorn- 
unt me appeared at WEL, wo eker — 
8 Der eee * | 
2 „Leonard,“ fuld her — N 
A As the pile wedhar's Matilda was aftoniſhed ; ſhe 
| es they were in want of no provifon. Alfred | wiſh- 
i e ] 
5 ee 
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| barraſſment, which ſhowed it was mibrely un Excuſe to Keef 
Trom her the real. cauſe, of Leonard's erband. He, bes- 
eee ee eee ee 


2 N. and uſing the  Jike,contion at ler. 
.. 72 ED Wesen stal 3h 4 9 bo 
e they walked po the terrage nch e- 


_ tended from the eaſt to the eh end of the buildiog.. * 
nes was ſome diſtance from them, when Matilda conſider- 


od tharthis Woali'bo « goalf appottuaity 26 mention % 
brother che great alteration e had noticed in him. fide * 
his long and ſecret coniferancs with Lebmard. Aired ar © £2 
rn ſeemed only to laugh ad ber ſears, avid wilhe@tb;ler- = 
ade der he was miftetin ©" Bac" the/ urged the) whandr 
. na. ee 3 
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wouſt not, be adquainred with the affair“. K 
| Hie vohemence alanned her hn ht 
. 
1 then the circumRanoe of ſo ſeerts.anature, that 
he have hitherto been rr 
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ker me equaltiy with yourſelf?” e 
e not offended, Matilda» if 1 tell gan d h in i · 
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i6 ma * differens imeruale or torrity. yourſelf atapying- 
| comm cccure tern. ths þbbep +, ab along bens 
NEW. more necelſary,than ener.“ n | that * An 11 Sd 


Have you-then-ſeen-any nnen Be 


_ *Gaichhis er, wich great emotion; ' 5177 - 27 ip 12 oo vs 
a Witt fel et ib tn, 168, Pen mut Parke” d at Wer. 

ed Alfred. . At all events, however, we © have one confola- 8 
df; that are nc trur m the Süpt 1 Pein 2 never 
Wr the mierop len or dacd. a pe a pps Bow haven 


h pblice if wager wendy roo — — 299 Ma 


1 this moment overtogk, them, apd. he hurried 
F; his Rüter r | 
19-25! * 8 LI $64.90 ome © Mingfes. ya +7 


. e den Care ada, laid Ges gur basteln k has 
wess, ſazing ſomething, very, dteadfub- for i watched y“, 
ul the time, and, high at. a, diſt ance, could perceive: your 
. .eopytepance change ſerertl times. Matilda wiſhed to 
Keep the laſt equivocal words of her brother from Agnos, a8 
Ae Ane dhe una, if poſſible, more timit inan herſelf ; but 
Het looks gontundiged her ſpeech, and, lite uſed to fay 
untſuths, even the queſtions of the innocent Agnes puraled 
ö and pemlexed her. They retutned to Alfred in the hall. 
He was more melangbaly. than ever, and Matilda was Tory 
the had Tpaken to him on. the fbi. 
«! Uterſothie+rini#Edofiart retutiiclt; and produced odueed plenty 
of Witte; with part of u Freuen HewTpaper, "which be told 
wee he had vychantFtaid herd bf. One of the p aragraphs 
; Mentioned the deith"SFcoudt D*Ollifonr, and 1 2 
Account of the phyſicians, he was af ered by a a - 
s ive Bit ut  thafquerdde' by his relation, cat © 
een, ie en Hel”! I bet that Na 
n DDs e * bijvs 948 4 boa (mh 13 
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Hul r | 
hy PRI = Alfred, ne maſt re- 


main here till either — brings my. cauſe 0 y . 
eriſis, or till 1 am cruſhed by arbitrary power and march- 


10 Vl TOM big gene 16s ub 0 


He ſeemed then” {ted F bbrs* the the news w whiff uu. At 


fuel fortitude. ©-Leonard' requeſted to 3 him "a 
lone, and they retired to their apartment. Agnes a 


wondered at d eier ve neger e eee Was 
yet illent, 4 M eee A . yt 


\ 


=” eto adi t6 hepa? 


1oues*Leorikr-Ml1 contmued gloothy : but there wis * 


of ſpirits as he had · been before melancholy 3 but yet they" 
ſeemed” forced; and it appeared more Hike a” dna“ 


mirth, than the regular ferfiitions' of joy. He Javghed?? © 


 talkeq-immodefately5 but yet often fed 
Mads obſferved Rim with ankiety and tefror, wille 


Agnes and Leonard were filent fpectutort of Ms Rrangze de- 


group formed an expreſſi ve ſceno. Alfred at one end of” 


the table, firſt in at e effVe ff of merriment, then Tooling © 
round thay with horrör, hardly able to fupprers the Hf., 


ue eee next him; her cblouf entifely © 
faded through diſtroſs, while her fine eyes were fixed on 
bim with a look of miſery that well ſhowed the werd 


workings of her foul. -- Agnes wept) and looked up to yore | 


tilda for confolations who was now una le to gi ve it. | 
Tho good old Leonard was ſcated at a littie Gltderrfrond® | 


them; ſurveying each with attention, and often 2 ? : 


fromylis-aged eye the watery drop of ſympathetie teuder- 


nette A Glye,.us 3 ſaid Alfred 3-4 we I | 
718 * 


 corfiderable alterttion in his maſter—he'was "row 48 ful! 


191 F F 
241 3 * Nen 18 F is 0 a 


n „Ven de gel Salden ſaid Matildas + a n roms 
„ ue ae dave already boa ig uſual ang 
e“ bann —_— „ eee 
ö * me. ö Steen e © 
. e eee it had cer halt . 
25 | his ſpirits. The night nom began to grow extremely ſtor - 
5 . and the NT gs ener ——— 
| "PG entively — 


8 
1 


mme was at intervals Ilumiaed by the flaches of lightning» 


"Wi which darted through the windows in that part, the ſhut- 
ters being entirely decayed. Matilda and Agnes once more 
degzged him to retire. to reſt 3 but he was oblinate, declar- 
_ ed he would: not, and ordered another hojtle, having draenk 


$ S:- the chief part of the former one. In hort, he took. bumper = 

Ages bumper for ſome time, while every moment be be- 
eam more. frantic, and the avidity, with. which he denk 
_ confirmed kim to be da His behaviour alſo ſhow-- 


3 id him ta be imoxiented ; and the walls, of Graſville Ab. 
BF neee. 
an exlamations and noiſe, Vet bis voice was often 
: re by the repeated alaps of thunder, while the lixht- 

nmiag became more and more dreadful. Matilda, Agnes, 
©.  "an@'Leonards were glb. ſilent ſpeAators. of this ſcene. It 


- "430g him to retire ta ret. 
Fill your glaſſes }'? e ee 


1 S 


0 — 8 — 


Was now midnight, erte en nge —_— 


- © & Hobie healthy? He roſe from mie ſeat; and Gghed hea+ 


- 


« Lady Caroline Albourne !”' “ 8 eee 
e bon rrhLiauy enz of of thaiider 1 8 ov wn $5 - 


been loakg wich. harrer ; Alfred flood in the fame poſe 
ture as when ho-uttered the health z, nog. had. he been able 
eyen ta aut his lips, t Abe, glaſs but, fut the, poiſe. - 
extirely died aways, ſeaged 0 be liſtening, with a gegrep.of, 
terror» as if ha then hoard it. In s few minutes he eco 
ered himſelf. nn. ee eee abt FRB 90G 

This is a dreadful night,” ſaid he to his ſiſte. 

% lt is indeed. anſwered Matilda, For « heayen 's fakes . 
Alfred, let us retire to reſt : J allure you I can hardly ſup-. | 
| vert mxſelt, Srael- „ti of) baren cue £ al 13:6 bd. 3 


„Another health I, he cxigd,, relaphngiiato his ferme: 
manner; another I muſt drink. ae che 1 


; poblez,”? _... an ' — , 2 — $4.7 * N * 14 2 £54 art. * 2 | 
« You forget, Gr, . it is now f | wich 92-44. 


we, e ned 11, d. Hare then,” 
4 ſg ad 4 is 19 22g e Ay 1 


Ya; 2 ' 8044212 HA 
All es blem heir. feats Agnes; frricked.; Matilda” 
logked wild a, Leounrd, zan 4e, Abet a0Rance; while Al 
od was Nut- he goblet 40 his maythy ] 
05 half Rupghed, with, wide hajror, ang, aſtoniibment, 
The gala e ſeemed, to come from. an apartment. which gh 
AY air rof folding doors. into the dark part pf pag dom 
e jt were now ſtandigg. 2/761 844i vi” 41A _ overs ©, | 
— — wenka. violent clap of thunder 
bollowed. ang ſexeral Halb gs, of lightning, Ther fheſt gene 
Nn broke flence was, Leonard: he not fig, - 
to . n. ÞW his, tone 
faultered / 


* 


3 e This is x'tefrible night, continu 
mm protect you to the laſt drop of 
* 8 cried Aled, aiggertng ff 
en proteft you b 54 eee 
Wis ie ee . 
inen: br if the ſpirit of our father at this time walks 
Ina thete sparrmente, It fs but to reprogch you for your 
2 „„ 1 > 


2a bed. 
| * Oh! ns tadeed, ente line ka" nr 
3 % cannot move. - SS; nnn 


 Matilda's-reproach ſeemed a 6 have ſome ena on her 
weer. eee chem pare e 


"BH eee 1 is ben that room 3 
. In fee him, if Edie.” F pg 
4 — ſaid Leonard; holding him. « There 
3 ORF APRONS a SPURS you 


= x * 
1 ane n 
| v6 7 Ann en e be exciainiedy/ . hilt f f by Ye 
Ae de mahed.“ At that moment he diſengaged hin- 
it un Leonard, who, catching up « ſwords followed 
3 E 4 him. ' They both ruſhed to the dark part of the room. 4. | 
E be = pl wes Bell's he polkeT open the folding doors. A 
Ae "7 — Abe in a tons of ae cle 4 There l“ 
5 eee ee eee ene ebe 
Holy Virgin, ſuid the old many = who art thou“ : 
„i gone, dis vaniſhed,” anfwered Alfred; 8 AR "Bo 
. e was nothing now 10 bs len. Theft | 
nest dt "4 


. 1 


„ 


— Matilda and Agnes, who had been entire- 


e 


on the couch, nearly 


par apirahss Waris Fernie 
_diſtinQiy. "Alfred had ig a great degree regained his re- 
and, with aſſiſtance, arrived at their chamber: here they 
parted for the night; nd thus ended. 5 
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81 Fen- 0 415 a mountatn „ 20, 15 mt "a ; 
4 "Bed InaceeBl: by ep berdt rea, Sas n n ut 
a deep cave, dug by no mortal. Bind,” — um wk 
A bermit liv'd—a mulancholy man, © 
Who was the wonder cf our wandering NE; ids 
1 Auftere and lonely, crutl to himſelf, Sine 
Did they report bin 'the cold earth; bis bed ;- 

Mater bis drink ; his food the fhepherd:' alu 
I went to ſee bim, and my heart was touch'd 
With reverence and with pity. Mild he ſpakey 
Ad, entering on diſcourſe, ſuch fories told, 
made ne et reuiſi bis ſad cell. 22 8 
A be nor 
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0. in the midſt of buſineſs or 1 


5 oſten ſuppoſe, on account oſ many diſagreeabſe circumſtan · 
8 ces that are apt to impede our paſſage through life, that we 
. . ebuld with pleafure relluquiſh all commerce with mankind, 


and live after the manner of a miſanthrope, totally ſeclud- 
ed from our fellow creatures. However theſe: ideas may 
;ntrude- at certain intervals, yet it is improbable they 


% 


ſhould continue : when once brought to the trial, we fhould, - 


like the inhabitants of Grafville Abbey, languiſh after ſo- 


dieiy, . ne "—_ 1 precluile ſuch a 
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| profound flumbts x and ouch e was ill Nacsfted- n 
uncomfortable and tertiſia dreams, yet ſhe enjoyed fome- 
| repoſe ; but the little benefit the received | from it. was g. 
tirely deſtroyed when ſhe awoke in the morning, vy . 
colle ion of the late Haage and uncommon circumſtances. = 
Her brether's behaviour was as incomprehenſible as the- 


violent craſh and diſmal groans which had been heard in * = 
| the apartment adjoining the parlour... There was alſg. % 
ther myGery to be explained}. that oy what the apbegrance: 


was which had drawn. from Allred: and hie ſervant thaſe . 
_ exclamations of horror that- ſie had beard... , This was; @t 


point of cutloſjty, with net ta which. 0:4..4n-pagicular, = 


viſhed to be ſatisfied; but at all events ſbe beſdl ved te re 
queſt no further communication. from her , dzother-; Le- 
nard, therefore, was the only perſon ſhe could. quetion an 
the fubje@ 3 ate him te e 0 e 
per opportunity. omen. 001 tO Es $140 
at n lat hes chen a Magalled.tp.Drenkiaſt ro 
ſeered buried in melavchaly os os 
Jogy for his late frantic behaviour. - 5 &f aer 
Matilda. leoked. extromely — bea * no! 
means recovered from, ber terra a While Leonard's counter: 
nene was nik fareasetul and gloomy. Matilda: und- 
A dad at the latter part of the marning, that Leonend v 
ie going woche public warkets- but it-cauſed no ſupvi 
| ns they wore in want of proviſion. © He zecordingiys/ in/ 


little time, ſet off for the purpoſe of-procuring'fomgs = i | 


Alfred, after his departure, retired to his chamber, an& 


took peri, ink, and paper 'with him: - Agnes (cooked the 


dinner, and Matilda took up a' book. The former now 


| began io converſe on the events of the night bee = 
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de, unt gait knademdifelie,?.iauddruedcfgniny dare 


acid even to remain'ia this partout by myſelfl. Theholy 
Virgin proteck us but L Would net wonder if e were all- 
tao de catried away one of theſe days by thehodgoblins that 


e hos wack 216. gl ho fonts! 


. Rather one of theſe nights;” AnHered Matilda, willing: 
ts put off the diſcourſe with's ti 
Indeed, mademoiſelle;' but father Duuſtan ufed to ſay 


| duch Thige hive been ſee m eve when the ſan hitied,"”” 


2» Matilda cbuld not help laughing . but Agnes looked more 
fſteridi mic dechared firher Buiiftin war's mam w⁰ had 


often cbnvefſed with them and knew their tricks: as well 


as he Uid Weine in is nf 2 bor Sho fond ns 
bor fithben's fakes AYnes;"-reptics Matliday-i ds not. 
— theſe” fly: ideas, of you will make your life a 


<8 _ ſeine of untomfortable-apprebenfion/ and terror. - 
It is a misfortune, mademoiſelle ; and'you muſt pix 


— Liſtebd of Maimug me. Vet continued Agnes; with an 
arch 160kj'= rather mig you only talk-in-this indifferent. 
mpanitierto me, with the kind intent of difpellng my fears : 
I“ than you; but yen muſt give me Rave to my, 1 think 
Fur thoughis are far different from your words: 
This remark was juſt ; and Matilda's heſitating manner 
and bad confirmed Agnes that ſhe was right. After ſome 
time, Alfred returned from his chamber. He ſpoke but 
lietle; and ſeemed. to wait with a degree of impatienes for 
Leonard's return. He, however, ſtopped longer than ufual ;. 


a4 they had nearly finiſhed their dinner when he entered. 
He brought wien him a good tack of proviſions ; but the | 


information he had. received was by no means agreeable. / 


„„ 


_ | D* 2 


harangue of ſome length ;, n but there is Something very. | 
wiaccountable ig-this abbey. : I am ſure I. ſhall now be. 


„ „ 


— 4 


— his eclatioh;;. ana thoughahe general 
voice is much in favour (of -y0u» firs? continued. Leonards = 
yet we muſt-not truſt to that, and forget the temptation 
the money will excite “ an obſervation which they all 
agreed: was very juſt, In a hort dime he xequeſted a. private | 
<onference with bis, maſter : 2 
lour in aaut un hours to ge 144 567 0 bowls 
Alfred was then mers compoſed than he hid bean dz 


ſome time, and Leonard ritnter möre chearful. After fup- 
be irformod em chat he had herd among 


order thirigs coneerhfng the abbey,” that an eld heft fe- 


ſided in à cave near it, which had Becht his habitation” fora. 
4 walnber' or pen. 11 et ze end t . Den 


"UT Wonder,“ nid "Nita," — Ie would be paſible ts % | 
W e e e e e, 


— 
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i Nothing more eaſy, fir, —_— d Leonard, « His . 
cave is at the bottom of f the long walk of cypreſſes, on the 
weſt fide or. this builaing. "The ſituation is is fo. retired, and 
withal ſo Fear the abbey, ther it is never intruded on W 
way 0 eto bw? 

«KT "ould w with mus h to ſee fig” Ya ſaid Alfred: „ 


e . 
may give me information of conſiderable importange.” 


« It is not at all unlikely, fir; for people ſay. he knows _- 
more about the e ſtory of Graſrille Abhey than. any one in 
His port; ; though he is always filept on the ſubje.”? _ 

* 'T6-morrow; then, I will viſit him,” eee Altos, 
« firſt as an indifferent Petſon "duty i if. I find him a man 
of picty, 2nd inclined to prove my friend, I will flake him 
acquainted, with the, whole Nate of my affairs. 6 © 


.*% But T bop, will firſt, * ſai 0 
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40 you and EO eee eee 
— 70. pores ren cneeLI l. 

rr Eee wn 

| /errain the air would de of fervice do ber: In mort this 
2 —— the «pprobation wal; bon 
— fince the NFecond night of their aue in the 


kf N ner Pandey ror 5 page $oyt? 


abbey. 
At ear hour they retired. to reſt ; and 4 9 
and. Matilda left the parlour, cnch gave a ſide look at the | 
* 
nee to. their chamber. Nn ply 42 25 | 
bo "Matilds refed better than the had for forme weeks, and | 
doe with more than common ſpirits. 'She. contrived to get 
| own fairs before her brother, purpoſely to obtain an op- 
.pottunity of ſpeaking to Leonard alone. According to her 
| Wiſhes, he was in the parlour ſetting the'breakfaR-table, 
— while Agnes was preparing it in the hell. She immedi- 
ately opened the ſubjeQ, and begged. him to diſcloſe-to her 
. e 
ag 
Leonard looked chagrined. Aa | anderagikelle,” be 
_ anſwered, e excuſe me-z but I cannot fe- 
Raw.” po. 1 8 n 1 
Maile was difplcated.” | 5 3 | 
0G bas "wid ths die continged he, it does in- 
© deeds mäademblfelle, to refuſe NE OR: dat, un 
1 | © Volt by u faered tie. * 25 | 
ud not have you brélk l, then,” iel a 
1 yet, though you are-much older than 1, Leonard, L 
= muſt caution you tiot to be too precipitſte in entering into 


| ry ens ended ou ook. 6 5 
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Heaven forbid they ſhould. be — ii 
this faithiul ſervant: — here be 
Ropped ſhort, and wens ſilant- KR a 94 e 
r wha inks 
him that which. he had ſolemnly promiſed to: keep ſearems 
and tur nad the diſeourie to the circumſtance of his maſtet's. 
entering the apartment with him, from whence they heard. 
— Sha aſked him ta explain what he had ſeen to 
_ occaſian thoſe-exclamations which ſhe had heard uttered 
with great emotion. Leenard ſeemed: greatly agitated and 
ſurptiſed : h bad no idea how the: cantdi have heart thoſe: 


ſenſelaſs at the time. N . an fe . 
3 Ve was: going to.anſwers 


bun heſitated) She: hogged bn Bot: te keep her in . 


penſs. — Rag grey 
e n $697 e 
eee es, Use Ae 
| happy at the inenuſians and: Allvediiooked: furprifecs to foo | 
her up ſo early. + He» :howevers caſh. a ſignificant look, at 
Lequarde which ſhowed he coul partly- diſaover- the pur- 
pant of the cpurerſation. Agnes. braught-in the: breakfaſt, 
and the diefe became general. It: was. ga nes Þ 
ſhould walk ia the: harmit in the fore part of the morning. 
22 wan id telb him eg ep Wespe b 
ä they „ n 
reund the weſt ide of tho abbey, and from thenee progeed=. 
ed through' a quantity of thick folkages to the grove of c. 
dn Which, ad they ſuppoſed; led to! the cave. Aﬀer , 


n une te a foventirely- furrbanaed WI) 
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trees j' 5nd fine thby eben un L f 
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able height above it. They ſtood ſome moments conſider- 

ing whether they ſhould enter: but curiofity overcame 

ing gone a few yards; they found the paſſage wound to the 

let and could ſee at ſome diſtance a lamp which gave but 

a dim light, and ſeemed to hang down from the roof. Ag- 

nes and Matilda again ſtopped ; but Alfred laughed at their 

tears, and they continued to walk in ſilence. As they 

- ctive a table covered with cloth, on which lay a human 

| tilda trembled, and Agnes involuntarily turned round 

Alfred, however, by a motion, begged them to be filent. 
They liſtened, and heard the voice of 's perſon praying. 

_ © - Their fears were now in ſome meaſure diſpelled ; and 
they walked a little further, when a reverend form caught 
| their eye, in a long gown, which was faſtened round him 
dy a belt: he knelt, with his back to them, before a cruci- 

"fx. Struck with a ſacred awe, they Ins 

tion, and liſtened to the hermit's prayer. 3K 
Father of mercy,“ he exclaimed, « hear the RR 
of thy ſervant! cleanſe him of thoſe ſins and wickedneſſes 
= - breaſt that balm ot comfort and conſolation thou only 
A eanſt give. Strengthen im with thy grace; and, though 
tmmured in this receſs, grant him power, O Lord! while 
on-earth, to be of ſervice to his. fellow - creatures; that by 
- - good example and advice he may turn the hearts of the un- 
- righteous to a ſenſe of thy goodneſs and mercy.” 
Niere a flood of tears, which ſtarted from his aged eyes 
- + prevented him from proceeding :; he turned from the cruci- 


— 
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held the. intruders on his privacy. He gazed at Alfred, ut- 
tered a taint groan, and fell ſenſeleſs on the ground. A- 
Jarmed at the emetion they hud cauſed,” each ran to his 
aſſiſtance, and ſtrove to recover him from ſo alarming an 
inſenſibility. Their efforts, however, tor ſome time proved 
nnn unn. 

ee, orig ee 3 n 


- - Forgive us, — nig led: i we come not with 


u intent to alarm you: the fame of your pious character 
raiſed in us a defire to ſee ſo venerable a perſon. But be 


5 ——— Ig ; 


den a manner would have IT gain our 12 
| hare remained ungratified.” | 

| Tho hermit aul Lept his oye xd with a wild Lal and 
was ſilent. . 


8 2 6 * 2 8 21 


ee ud," fil Mata «es regret tht you 


have ſuffered ſo much on our account.” . 


* Ah! and are you chere ?' exclaimed be M : 


know'you doth" © 
Fach turned afide' deere e ü RT 
mit might have ſome knowledge of them; and they were 


in their turn greatly alarmed. Their fears, however, ſoon 


vaniſhed, when In a more compoſed mannes he aſked who 
| they were. 4 


« We live not far diſtant,” returned Alfred, — 


before told you, were tempted, by enen 


and goodneſs, to pay you a viſit.” | 

Jou are very young» ' anſwered the hermitz us to covet 
| the company of ſo old a man. I have been extremely ill, 
und, at preſent, am but faint: pray all de ſeated. For- 
e 6, if 1 do not obſerve the laws W 2 1 
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am ſo littls-ufed — FAIRY 


Tom my indiſpoſition?*. > 1 0 
e eee 


———— Gary har ahhcens-daps «You 
| N Super: et eee eg eee ä 


”s | 
viſitors.” an 7 ef bo . # * * 


None. my fans" replied A | L ſeldom 


ſee a foul in this retired ſpot. The dread of paſſing yon» 


dier abbey totally precludes me from ſtrangers. I am, how- 
ever glad that there are ſome, n far 


intimidated. with idle fears ] 


| adie, us!” als they 9 hy cams ant to the 
Dre 
. . * children m al. « the Help ba 
dy guide'you!”  _ 
Here they parted. r a 66a; the hw 
n 
de abbey as ſoon as poſſible. ; 

Their ganverſation. at 5 ehlefy on thais now 


- acquaintance, None could account for the eſſcd which 


their preſence had on him, or the particular emotion he 


| thawed when Ly chance he turned his eyes towards Aifred, 


% 


There was ſomething myſterious in theſe circumſtances, 
which. made them rather dubious of pc; forming their 
promiſe the next morinng. They, however, at laſt reſolved 


to riſque, it. and uud the external appearance of this man, 


in which, were combined benevolence, humanity, and re- 
_ ligion,. Matilda, alſo, particularly noticed in his prayer 
the mention of the fins and wickedneſſes he had been guil - 
iy ol. This again raiſed their ſuſpicions ; but Alfred ob- 


 feryeds 1 that to humble ourſelves before the Supreme Deity, 
i a duty jacumbent on every chriſtian ; « and," continued. 
be, e ſuch was, no doubt, the idea af Father Peter.” 


Here 


5 nnn 


— eſpe; hut men 1nd Leatt, 
after dinner, had another private conſerenre. nt 2:43 
Matida declared ſhe found herfelf much better for the 


komfort, and they retired to their chambers rather nt u late 


hour. ' Agties Was foon undreſſed; but Matilda ſeated her 


ſelf in the ſent of one of the Gothic windows, and viewed, 
with 1 mixture of pleaſure and awe, the gloomy profpett 
before her. The cloutls were low and heavy: yet t wits 


tendint: ad e n 
— vhcdh6#' in che eure 


In an angle ſhe could juſt obſerve the mouldering, decayed 


fide of the weſt tower, and the two where caſements were 


to be perceived. The wind was high: anc EEE 


and ſeemed to threaten an approaching ſtorm. 
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Matilda'spiruus were ungommanly low ; dhe vept abun- 


dantly. 4 Alas !” thought ſhe, t could I have known the 


ſorrows, the ſufferings, 1 was to have experienced, gladly 


would I have welcomed death, and ſunk into an early” 
grave, without even a with to ſurvive. But I was then 
happy, cheriſhed by a tender mother, ſurrounded with 


friends, beloved by all, and knew not the duplicity of man- 


kind, or the misfortunes human nature is ſubject to, Mer= 
ciful Father,” exclaimed ſhe with fervency, «« forgive my 
murmuring at thy will: ſtrengthen me to ſupport thoſe 


fcenes of adverſity I am deſtined to go through ; and give 
me fortitude enough to bear that fate it is ordained 1 mould 
experience.” | a 


She found herſelf more compoſed, yet did not feem in- 


elined to ſleep, but continued watching the different chan 


tees of the y. Her eyes wandered over the wild ſcene of © 
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174 
foliage, which was in a continual.motion. by the jmpulie of 


the. welt tower, and n Azong glare. of light, at that moment 
motionleſs with furpriſe and horror, but. Rill kept look; 
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the wind. She thought it lightened twice, and was turning 
from the .window, when her eye caught the caſement in 


darted from within it. Matilda could pet move: he was 


at the object. which continued illumined. - In about three 
minutes a hand ſeemed to wave from one ide. At that 
moment the light vaniſhed, and all was again in perſed 
darkneſs. Matilda, ſcarcely able to ſupport herſelf, ſtag · 
—— ſunk on it, cleſed her eyes through fear, 
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